LECTURES. 


ON THE 


CHURCH CATECHISM, 


DELIVERED IN 


THE PARISH CHURCH OF 


ST. GEORGE THE MARTYR, 
SOUTHWARK, 


* ä K ä 4 — — 


—_— 


By the Rev. I. DRAPER, A. u. 1 


LECTURER OF THAT PARISH, AND SUNDAY EVENING PREACHER 
AT ST. ANTHOLINS, Wa TLING-STREET. 


— * — 
IJ 


© And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not with 
excellency of Speech or of Wisdom, declaring unto you the 
Testimony of Gop.” 1 Cor, ch. ii. ver. 1. 


% But all is in his hand, whose praise I seek. 
In vain the poet sings, and the world hears, 
& It he regard not, though divine the theme.“ Cowrasr, 


c 


LONDON: 


Printed at the P41LANTHROPIC REFORM, London- Road, Surry. 


To be had of the AuTuoR, next the Public Kitchen, St, George's Fields; 
— « 


1799, 


2 
„ gern 
—_®. YM ot *- * 


THE PARISHIONERS | 
ST. GEORGE THE MARTYR, 


SOUTHWARK; 


THE FOLLOWING LECTURES 


DELIVERED IN THEIR CHURCH, 


AND 


PUBLISHED AT THEIR DESIRE, C 


ARE INSCRIBED AS A 


TOKEN or GRATEFUL anv AFFECTIONATE RESPECT, 


BY THEIR 


FAITHFUL AND OBLIGED SERVANT), 


THE AUTHOR, 


ADV ERTISEMENT. 


* 
7 
* o 


Tursz Lectures are presented to the pub- 
lic at the request of the Congregation, to 
whom they were delivered. They were 
designed to exhibit the conformity of our 
Church Catechism with the Holy Scrifiture. 
The Author is convinced that the doctrine 
they inculcate is no less according to the 
word of God, than to the Liturgy, Articles, 
and Homilies, of the church of England. 
They were preached with a desire to 
promote the glory of Gop, and the salva- 
tion of sinners; and are printed with the 
same view. May his blessing rest upon 
them who © hath chosen the foolish 
things of this world to confound the wise, 
and the weak things of the world to con- 


found the things which are mighty.” 
Amen, 
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8, for extravagence, read extravagance 
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23, after vegetable, insert world. 
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210, after must, inert not. 
214, for wordl, read world. 
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LECTURES, &c. 
6 


LECTURE I. 


4 PROVERBS, chap. xxii. verse 6. 


Train up a child in the way he should go, and when, 
he is old, he will not depart from it. 


'Tnosz who read the holy scriptures with attention 
and prayer, will soon find cause to adopt that declara- 

: tion of the royal Psalmist, “ Thy word is a lamp 

| unto my feet, and a light unto my path.“ There is 
$0 great a perspicuity in all the sacred precepts, that 
they cannot well be misunderstood. This highway of 
holiness is plain; “ the wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein.” T 


The children of Goo are described as wayfaring 
_men; they are, indeed, strangers and pilgrims upon 
carth. However they may be deficient in human 
attainments, however they may be reproached as igno- 
, rant, as fools, by the learned and mighty of this 
world, yet they alone possess true wisdom. Go 
hath taught them the things which pertain unto their 
peace; he hath made them wise unto salvation. A 


\ 
Ps. CXix, ver. 105. + Isa. ch. xxxv. ver. 8. 


B 
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. LECTURE 1. 
knowledge this, which the world, with all its philoso- 
phical acquirements, could never attain. 


The duties which the sacred writings inculcate, 
are enforced by the most important considerations; 
they are, like wise, so intimately connected with both 
our interest, and comfort, that whosoever neglects 
them, injures himself. 


Among many useful injunctions recorded in the 
sacred volume, the text claims our most serious 
attention. It directeth us unto that conduct, which, 
under Gop, may be expected to secure the temporal 
and everlasting happiness of the rising generation. 
Vea, it is also calculated to promote the peace and 
prosperity of our native land; for, certainly, if true 
religion, if practical godliness prevail, it will prosper; 
but if these decay, it shall, with them, decline and 
fade away. © Righteousness exalteth a nation, but 
sin is a reproach to any people.”* The cause of true 
religion will be most effectually advanced among us, 
by a scrupulous care and attention in cultivating 
the minds of our. youth. , The complexion of their. 
future life doth, indeed, greatly depend upon the prin- 
ciples they imbibe, the habits they form, at this early 
period. If these be proper, we may expect that the 
other will not greatly deviate from the path of recti- 
tude; but, if the early sentiments and manners are 


Prov. ch. xiv. ver. 34. 


LECTURE 1. 2 


incorrect, we must not be surprised if the riper years 
are stained with vice and immorality. “ Train up, 
therefore, your children in the way wherein they 
Should 80, and when they are old, they will not depart 
from it.” 


We shall consider the subject before us in the 
ſollowing manner: 


First, We will enquire, what 1 is the way in which 
a child should go? 


Second, We will endeavor to shew, what it is to 
train him up in that way. 


Third, We shall contemplate the beneficial ef- 
fects which, under Gop, may be expected as the re- 
sult of faithfully performing this most important duty, 


We are first to enquire, what is the way in which 
a child should go? 


If, upon the present occasion, I should address 
myself to those who are parents, or teachers of youth, 
and ask their opinion upon this subject, how many 
different replies I might receive! Some would proba- 
bly tell me, that the way in which a child should go, 
is that which conducts to worldly honor, to riches, 
and power; others, perhaps, might assert that to be 
the right path which leads to the summit of wisdom 


* 
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and knowledge, so that, if possible, their child might 
exhibit himself to the astonished world, either as an 
Horsley in divinity, a Newton in mathematical know- 
ledge; or a Boyle in natural philosophy. But, if I 
turn. from these to the word of truth, which is the 
only infallible guide, I shall not accede to their sen- 
timents. For I am informed, that “ the fear of the 
LoxD is the beginning of wisdom; a good understand- 
ing have all they that do his commandments.”* It is 
likewise said, “It is much better to get wisdom than 
gold; and to get understanding rather to be chosen 
than silver.“ Such declarations dispose me to think, 
that the way in which a child should go, is first, and 
principally, that of godliness and piety. - The Leviti- 
cal law enjoined parents to present their first-born 
unto the LorD; and, by the rite of circumcision, to 
dedicate all their male children unto himself. The 
following was the command given them, respecting 
the way in which their children should go: * These 
words which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children.” The words of Gop are not merely to 
float upon the mind; for so, they inflate the man with 
pride and self conceit. They are not always to be on 
the tongue, displayed in an ostentatious profession. 
No; they shall be in thine heart; “ for with the heart, 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth, confession is made unto salvation.” They 


Ps. exi, ver. 10. + Prov. ch. xvi, ver. 16. 
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LECTURE I. 5 


must not be recited to youth in a superficial manner; 
but inculcated, as containing the most valuable infor- 
mation upon subjects highly interesting to mankind. 
It is also said, “ thou shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. And when thy son asketh thee in time to 
come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and the 
Statutes, and the judgments, which the Loxp our 
God hath commanded you? then thou shalt say unto 
thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt, and 
the Loxp brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand.”* This injunction sufficiently explains the 
manner in which the truths of Gop must be taught.— — 
May Gor enable every parent, and instructor of 
youth, to comply therewith ! 


When our blessed Lox p dwelt, in the form of a 
servant, upon earth, little children were presented unto 
him, whom he despised not, but took them in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them! 
This example is worthy of imitation. Parents, 
guardians, instructors, adopt a similar conduct. Bring 
your tender lambs to the Loxp Jzsus CurisrT; 
present them unto him in the sacrament of baptism, 
an ordinance of his own appointment ; devote them 
unto him by a pious education, with fervent prayer, 
that his blessing may crown your exertions with de- 


* Deut. ch. vi. ver. 6, 7, 20. 
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sired success. You will then train them up in the 
proper way. This should be your grand object. 
Your offspring have immortal souls, for the happiness 
of which, you are, in a very high degree, responsible. 
Know that if by your neglect they perish, Gov will 
certainly require them at your hands! 


It is much to be lamented that, in our modern 
systems of education, religion finds little or no place. 
Great exertions, indeed, are made to inculcate the 
wisdom of this world, and to polish the manners; but 
little care is taken to instruct and amend the heart, by 
introducing it to the knowledge of true religion. A 
modern writer hath well remarked, that our youth 


Are thus well tutor'd, only while they share 

A mother's lectures, and a nurse's care. 

And taught, at schools, much mythologic stuff, 
But sound religion sparingly enough,” * : 


What opinion would you form of that man, who 
should devote all his time to polish an almost worth- 
less casket, while he neglected a valuable jewel therein 
contained? You would properly question the sanity of 
his mind; yet whatever you could urge against such a 
character, would redound, with the greatest force, upon 
yourselves, whose entire exertions are employed to 
embel]lish the person of your child, to give him a 
graceful and engaging deportment, while you neglect 


* Cowper, 


oo. , . 0 


LECTURE I. - 


to train him up in the path of life. You adorn a 
corruptible frame, which must soon moulder in the 
grave; you neglect an immortal spirit, which through 
your wicked inattention may finally perish ! 


So far as temporal things are concerned, * The 
way in which a child should go,” will greatly depend 
upon the designs of the parent. Every effort must 
be made to qualify him for that situation wherein 
they purpose that he should be placed. Otherwise 
the station he occupies may impose duties for the 
discharge of which he possesses neither abilities nor 
inclination; thus will he be exposed to the contempt 
and indignation of the wise and upright among men. 


If he is designed for a mechanic, the path of 
humility, of industry, of sobriety and integrity, is 


chat wherein he should be guided. These indeed are 


virtues requisite in every condition of life. Without 
them riches confer no honour, learning can claim 
but little respect. These will ensure regard and 
esteem wherever they are found. Let him therefore 
be trained in these, and not by an ill judged or frivo- 
lous education, be disqualified for that useful and 


respectable state of life. If intended for a more liberal 


employ, his education should be adopted to that. 


Parents, in their purposes respecting the future 
appointment of their offspring, should consider their 


own circumstances, that they may not indiscreetly 


8 | LECTURE I. 


lavish on one, that which should be for the comfort and 
benefit of all, nor render a child unhappy by placing 
him in a situation unto the necessary expences of 
which his means will most probably be inadequate. 


It is much to be lamented that these things are 
generally disregarded. Indeed the system which many 
adopt, seems calculated to destroy, rather than pro- 
mote the happiness and *prosperity of their families. 
They introduce their offspring betimes to fashionable 
dissipation. They habituate them to folly, extrava- 
gence and vice. Thus in due time their property 1s 
wasted, their constitution enervated, their peace and 
good fame utterly destroyed. 


Others are found who so train their children in 
the love of riches, with covetousness and penury, that 
when they attain unto riper years, they behold their 
fellow creatures merely as objects of plunder and de- 
ceit. Happy are those parents who, taught of Gop 
train up their children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lox D; and learn them early that divine art of 
using this world without abusing it, because the fashion 
of this world passeth away. This knowledge will 
be an advantage to them in every state of life; with- 
out it, they can be respectable in none. We proceed, 


2d. To explain what it is to train up a child in 
this way wherein he should go. 


The literal import of the word train, is to cate- 


LECTURE 1. 9 


chise, to instruct by asking questions. To train up 


a child in the way of religion and piety, which is the 


path wherein he ought to walk, is therefore to in- 
struct him in the great truths of religion, and the 
important duties it requires, in such a manner as is 
best adapted to his comprehension, whether it be by 
familiar questions respecting the nature of true reli- 
gion, or in any other method. For conveying 
instruction by question and answer, our excellent 
church catechism stands almost unrivalled. It com- 
prises within a moderate compass every truth essen- 
tial to sal vation. The answers it provides are such 
as to instruct without fatiguing. The doctrines it 
inculcates will endure the severest scrutiny of ex- 
amination by the word of truth. We observe this in 
the very commencement of it; for it is asserted, 
&* that we are by baptism made members of CuRIsr, 
children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven.” It must not be apprehended that the 
assertion is made merely with reference to an im- 
mersion in water. Let our catechism speak for itself. 
It asserts of baptism, that in its inward and spiritual 
grace, it is a death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness. This definition is scriptural, there- 
fore just. For it is written, we are buried with him 
by baptism into death, that like as CHRIST was raised 
up from the dead, by the glory of the FATrHER, 
even $0 we also should walk in newness of life.* 


* Rom. ch. Vi. Ver. iv. 
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If we compare this account of baptism with the 
assertion above recited, it will be found to convey 
the following sentiment: That every person, who 


through grace is dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto 


God, being thus “ Baptised with the Hory Grosr, 


is made a member of CHRIST, a child of God, and 


an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven.” We shall 
recite a few of those scriptures which confirm the 
truth of this declaration. Believers are here described 
as Members of Cyur1sT.” Now our blessed Lox p 
saith,“ I am the vine, ye are the branches, abide in me, 
and I in you.”* St. Paul declares, * that such are 
members of the Redeemer's body, of his blood, and 


of his bones.” f They are also called “ children of 


Gop.” It is written, “ as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become sons of Gop, even to 
them that believe on his name, which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 


ol man, but of Gop. T It is also said that they are 


& inheritors of the kingdom of heaven.” The testi- 
mony of holy scriptute is this“ The Spirit itself 
bearcth witness with our spirit that we are the children 
of Gop; and if children then heirs, heirs of Gop, 
and joint heirs with CHRIST. To include in a single 
Lecture every instance of the agreement which sub- 
sists between the word of Gob and our catechism, 
is impracticable. 


* St. John, ch. xv. ver. 1, 4. 1 Ep. ch. v. ver. 30. 
1 St. John, ch. i. ver. 12, 13. 


the 


to 


all 


It is my intention, if the Lo x permit, to estab- 
lIish in a course of Lectures, the scripture truth of 
this summary of sound doctrine. Our observations 
upon the subject will be plain, experimental and 
practical, We shall studiously avoid all uninterest- 
ing disquisitions, and express our sentiments with 
plainess of speech. We pray that Gop may assist 
us in the prosecution of our design, and prosper it 
with his blessing! If but one soul should hereby be 
converted from the error of his ways, or established 


in the faith as he hath been taught, our labour will 
be amply rewarded. 


We shall for the present content ourselves with 
introducing one instance more, wherein the harmony 
between the Scripture and the Catechism is remarkably 
displayed. We are taught by the latter, that bread 
and wine are the emblems of the body and blood of 
our SAviouR CnRIST, which are verily and indeed 
taken by the faithful in the Lon p's supper, to the 
strengthening and refreshing of their souls. At the 
institution of this most solemn ordinance our blessed 
Lorp adopted the following appropriate language : 
Take, eat, this is my body”; and he took the cup, and 
gave thanks, and gave it to them saying,“ Drink ye 
all of it, for this is my blood of the New-Testa- 
ment which is shed for many for the remission of 
81ns.”* Upon another occasion he thus spake: © Verily, 


* St. Mat. ch. xxvi. Ver, 26, 27. 
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verily, I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the 
Sox of man, and drink his blood, (that is, spiritually, 
and by faith) ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; 
and I will raise him up at the last day, for my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.“ 


It is much to be regretted that parents and in- 
structors are generally satisfied with a mere repetition 
of the catechism. They seem to think that having 
taught their children to repeat its answers in an ac- 
curate manner, their duty is well done. If they 
intend merely to provide for the child a variety of 
express10ns, any other - publication would as well 
answer their purpose; but if they design to communi- 
cate information upon religious subjects, it is necessary 
to explain the nature and tendency of those answers 
which are repeated. Indeed they suggest a variety of 
familiar and instructive questions. The following 
queries naturally rise from the two first replies given 
in our catechism. What doth your christian name 
denote? What is it to be a child of Gop : What to 
be a member of CHRIST, and an inheritor of the king- 
dom of heaven? We introduce these merely as a 
specimen of that method which we think should be 
adopted in teaching the catechism. It is easy to per- 
ceive the great advantages which vould result from 
zome such plan. May I be permitted to recommend 


* St, John, chap. vi. ver. 53, 54, 55» 


* 
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it to all those who are employed in the education of 


children? It is a conviction of its utility to the 
rising generation, which induces me to do this. 


Great care must be taken, that example and 
precept accord well with each other. If these be at 
variance, instruction will produce no manner of effect; 
for example hath much greater influence than pre- 
cept. If, therefore, examples of profligacy and irre- 
ligion are constantly exhibited before children, the 
precepts of prudence and godliness will not counter- 
act their baneful tendency. It cannot, without great 


concern, be observed, how often a parent's house is 
the vorst place in which their children can be situated. 


Their manner of life and deportment so essentially 
deviates from the path of rectitude, that those trained 
with such examples before them, are almost certain to 
become the pest of society! We apprehend indeed, 
that many who have fallen victims to the injured laws 
of their country, may justly attribute their ruin to the 
very reprehensible conduct they witnessed in the early 
stages of life; and that perhaps even in the house of 
a parent. 


Those who would train up their children in the 
right way, must attempt it by exemplifying in their 
owng conduct those -precepts they think proper to 


inculcate; when this is secured, we may hope that 
our exertions will prove successful. For, if the 


instructed observe an harmony between the conduct 


. 
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and the precept, they will not only give the more 
attention, but they will also repose the greatest confi- 
dence in the uprightness and sincerity of their instruc- 
tor. We proceed 


Thirdly, To contemplate the beneficial effects 
which, under Gop, may be expected as the result 
of faithfully performing this most important duty. 


Our text suggests an advantage resulting from a 
religious education, which is of great importance. 
„When he is old, he will not depart from it”. An 
upright conduct in the decline of life, is the probable 
and almost invariable consequence of an early intro- 
duction to the ways of godliness. We are so much 
the creatures of habit, that we generally act without 
reflection, under its influence ; if, therefore, due care 
be taken to imprint upon the mind just principles, 
and to form right habits in the conduct, during the 
earlier stages of life, there is good reason to hope that 
their influence will not fail at a more advantageous 
period, when experience and mature judgment shall 
have confirmed their rectitude and importance. Be 
ye, therefore, unto whom the education of youth is 
confided, studious, by every possible means, to, insti} 
into. their tender minds the principles of true religion 
and virtue. Guide them in this pure and peprfect 
way, and that instruction may produce the desired 
effect, let your example confirm and elucidate the 
precept you enforce. 
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Another beneficial consequence, which, through 
the divine blessing, is likely to result from a faithful 
performance of this duty, is the salvation of their 
immortal spirits, whom we instruct. We cannot, 
indeed, always command success, as the necessary 
consequence of exertion; but when Ye use the 
means, we may expect the blessing. Gop hath indeed 
graciously promised that it shall be given. He saith, 
& as the rain cometh down, and the snow from hea- 
ven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give sced to the sower, and bread to the eater : so 
Shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.“ How 
animating is this promise! We are thereby assured, 
that the means will prove effectually conducive in the 
accomplishment of that purpose for which they were 
designed. Let, therefore, those unto whom the care 
and management of the rising generation is commit- 
ted, diligently use the means of grace. Let them 
carefully instruct the tender mind in the great truths 
of holy writ ; let them water these instructions with 
earnest prayer for the divine blessing, and then 
leave it with Gop, in his own good time to impart 
the desired success. We may, likewise, under Gop, 
by faithfulness in the discharge of this duty, expect to 


* Isaiah, chap, Iv. ver. 10, 11. 
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promote our own growth in grace. It is written, 

5 the soul of the diligent shall be made fat;”* and it 

is also said.“ he that watereth, shall be watered 

also himself.“ In instructing others, we frequently 

teach ourselves. And while we are proclaiming the 

riches of redeeming love to our fellow saints, in our 
oven hearts the holy fire is often kindled, 
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| We may be assured, that the way of duty will 
ever prove a path of improvement, of happiness, and 
of honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
all her paths are peace.” T“ May Gov so strengthen us 
in the way of duty, that we shall not turn aside either 
to the right-hand or to the left! Parents, guardians, 


| instructors, learn the conduct which Gop requireth 
you to adopt. You are called to instruct in the ways 
of godliness all those committed to your care, not 
| only by precept, but likewise by example. 


g We remind you, that the last great hope“ of the 
| | | country is entrusted in your hands. To you she looks 
as responsible for the virtue and patriotism of her grow- 
| ing sons. Give, therefore, all diligence in the dis- 
| charge of your important duty, that when you shall 
resign the trust you have received, the purity of their 
| lives, whose instructors you have been, may prove 
1 your diligence and integrity. Gop hath committed 


Prov. chap. 18. ver. 4. + Ibid, chap. 11, ver. 25, 
t Prov. chap. 3. ver. 17. 
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LECTURE I. 17 


to you a most important charge; at your hands will 
he require their souls over whom he hath placed you. 
Strive, therefore, faithfully to discharge the momen- 
tous obligation. Are you, sensible of weakness and 
infirmity ? apply then unto Go p for grace and strength. 
Intreat of him to instruct your mind. by the influences 
of his HoLy SIRIT; thus will you be duly quali- 
fied to instruct others. Ask the support of his 
Almighty arm; thus will you be enabled, by a con- 
sistent conduct, to enforce the precepts you inculcate. 
He hath promised, that those who © ask shall re- 
ceive,” and he will not fail to accomplish his word. 


Finally, If you value the eternal happiness of 
your offspring ;—if you desire to promote the prospe- 
rity of your country ;—if you are emulous of your | 
own improvement in practical godliness be it your 
constant study to Train up your children in the 
way they should go, and when they are old they 
will not depart from it.“ 
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ST. JOHN, chap. i. verse 12. 


But as many as received him to them gave he power to 


become the sons of GOD, even to them that believe 
on his name. | 


Tur gospel of CHRIST is a dispensation of blessings, 
wholly unmerited on the part of mankind. As sinners, 
they justly deserve condemnation; and such is their 
natural imbecillity, that they cannot deliver themselves 


from this awful state. Vet what man, through weak- 


ness and depravity, could not accomplish, that hath 
Go p wrought for him? For he hath abolished death, and 
brought to light life and immortality. He hath devised 
and carried into effect a most astonishing plan, for 
the redemption of sinnèrs; and for ever blessed be 
his name, that scheme of mercy is fully revealed in 
the sacred volume. Here we are taught, that the 
Son of Gop assumed our nature: the word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us; and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
THER, full of grace and truth.”* The Lox Jzsus 
assumed our nature, that he might make an atonement 


* * It. John, chap. 1. ver. 14. 
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for sin, and introduce everlasting righteousness. 
These gracious purposes he hath fulfilled; “ he was 


delivered for our offences, and raised again for our 


Justification.” © By one offering, he hath perfected 
for ever, them that are sanctified.” Having redeemed 
his people, and made a way for their reconciliation 
with Gop, the Armicuty SAviouR confers upon 
their souls the blessings he purchased. He brings 
them into the actual enjoyment of the most inestima- 
ble privileges: & For as many as reccived him, to 


them gave he power to become the sons of Gop, even 


to them that believe on his name.” O glorious gift! 
invaluable blessing! Bestow it, we pray thee, upon 
our souls, O Loxp ! We shall consider the Subject 
by an attempt to investigate the following particulars : 


First, We shall contemplate the great purchaser 
and giver of every spiritual blessing; the LoRD 
JzsuUs CuRISTt. 


Second, We shall endeavour to shew what it is 
to receive him, 


Third, We shall consider the privileges which 
the REDEEMER confers upon those who are enabled 
to receive him. 


May the Loxp Gop enlighten our minds, and 
animate our hearts by the influences of his divine 
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Seiki; that our meditations may be profitable 
to ourselves, and acceptable in his sight! 


First, We are to contemplate the great purchaser 
and giver of every spiritual blessing, the Lorp 
JzsUs CnrIsT. 


It is utterly impossible that any man should 
do justice to this part of our subject. It is high 
as heaven; what can we do? Deeper than hell; what 
can we know? Yet we are not therefore to refrain from 
the contemplation thereof. The glories of IuMuA- 
NUEL are so far revealed in holy scripture, that we 
may behold, admire, and love him. By that sacred 
light of truth let us, with humility and diffidence, at- 
tempt to trace them. The REDEEMER is here 
revealed to us as Gop. The prophet saith, “ his 
name shall be called, WoxDtERFUL, CoUNSELLOR, 


the mighty Gop, the everlasting FArHER, the 


PRINcE of peace.”* The beloved disciple bears the. 
following testimony to the character of his Lox : 


In the beginning was the word, and the word was 
with Gop, and the word was Gop. All things were 


made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made, that was made.” + This glorious SAvIOURg 
who is God over all, blessed for ever, is said, in holy 
writ, to have been made man. The apostle of the 
Gentiles saith, Gop was manifest in the flesh;” and 


— 


* Isa. ch. ix. ver. 6. + St. John, ch, i, ver. 1, 3. 
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again, “ But when the fulness of the time was come, 
Gop sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 


under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law.“ 


In this divine human person, we behold our 
REDEEMER. His precious blood was shed for many 
for the remission of sins. His unsinning obedience 
to the law of Gop, constitutes the justifying righte- 
ousness of his people; and his almighty Se1z1T, by 
the renewal and sanctification of their hearts, makes 
them meet to enjoy the heavenly inheritance. 


By the power of the Loxp ]esvs, every $Plri- 
tual blessing is conferred upon the souls of the 
redeemed. To him are they indebted for whatever 
they possess of christian grace, whatever they display 
of true godliness. By his bitter sufferings and death, 


the Loxp CurisT hath purchased for his people 


happiness and peace; by his victorious resurrection, he 
hath overcome death, and opened unto them the gate 
of everlasting life; by his ever prevalent intercession, 
their prayers are heard, their praises accepted, and 
blessings are abundantly poured out upon their souls. 
„Through him they obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need.” In fine, he is Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end; the all in all, 
unto the believer; and in him all the promises of 
Goo, are yea, and Amen. 


* Gal, ch. iv. ver 4, 5. 
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LECTURE IL - -- 23 


Were his precious name taken from holy scrip- 
ture it would be a comfortless volume; were his 
refreshing influences withheld from the souls of his 
people, they would fade away suddenly like the grass, 
they would droop, they would die. As all the pro- 
ductions of the vegetable would perish, and darkness 
cover the face of the whole earth, were the sun blot- 
ted out from the firmament of heaven; so, the soul of 
a believer, separated from CHRIST, Who is our life, 
would be gloomy, cold, and barren. But this shall 
never occur. The RrDEEMER's love for his people 
is everlasting. Though, therefore, their enemies 
roar, even in the midst of the congregation, and set 
up their banners for tokens, yet he that sitteth in the 
heaven shall laugh, the Lox Þ shall have them in deri- 
sion.“ Notwithstanding all the puny efforts of their 
impotent malice, he will carry safely home to glory 
the whole host of his redeemed ; for he saith, * My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me; and I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.“ “ And he also hath said,“ I 
will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I 
will not turn away from them, to do them good ; but 
I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not 
depart from me. 


Faithfulness and truth are prominent features in 


* St. John, ch. x, ver, 27, 28. + Jer, ch, xxxii. ver. 40. 
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our Saviour's character ; he will therefore perform 
all his engagements; and where he hath begun a good 
work of grace, he will continue, he will complete it, 
by an admission into the realms of glory. He is the 
comforter of his people in all afflictions, their support 
in every season of need; and they shall be“ more 
than conquerors over each opponent, through him 
that hath loved them.“ ; 


From this view of our dear REDEEMER'S grace 
and glory, imperfect as it is, we see the greatest cause 
to love and serve him. Oh that © we all, with open 
face, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Loxp, 
may be changed into the same image, from glory to 
glory, even as by the Sp:r:t of the LORD!“ 


Second, We are to shew what it is to receive 
CurisrT. 


In the context it is said, “ he came unto his own, 
and his own received him not.” He came to his 
professing people, the Jews, as the substance and end 
of their ceremonial dispensation. This people were 
peculiarly his own. He chose them unto himself, 
above all other nations, to be unto him an inheritance. 
He brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, 
with a mighty hand, and an out-stretched arm. He 
cast out, also, the heathen before them, and esta- 
blished them in that good land which he had promised 
unto their forefathers. To these, his own people, 
the Loxp came, but they “ received him not.” 
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LECTURE II. 25 


They refused to acknowledge him as the promised 
MExss1Aan, the anointed Savious. They gave no 
credence unto his word; and when miracles were 
wrought, in confirmation of that word, they sought to 
invalidate their testimony, by blaspheming the power 
which accomplished them. They said, He casteth 
out devils through Beelzebub, the prince of the 
devils!” | 


f 


Hence it appears that to receive CuRIST is to 
acknowledge him as the promised MEssrAn; the Son 
of Gop, who should come into the world. This the 
| Jews would not confess. They traduced his character, 
delivered him up to the Gentiles, and crucified him 
as an impostor. Thus they filled up the measure of 
their iniquities, so that wrath came upon them to the 
uttermost. : | 


The latter clause of our text intimates, that the 
reception of CarisT includes somewhat beyond a 
mere acknowledgment of him in the character of 
MEss1AH, the sent of Gop. For those who receive 
him are there described as © believing on his name.“ 
To receive Car1sT is therefore to beliieve on him. 
To acknowledge him as PROrHET, PriEsT, and 
King. He is received by the believer as a Pro- 
PHET, to instruct him in the way which leadeth unto 
life; as a PRIEST, to atone for his transgressions, and 
to plead his cause in. the presence of Gop; as a 
Kinc, to rule in his heart, to bring every thought 
into obedience unto himself, and to be his defender 


«4 
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against every enemy. It is Gob who enableth men 
thus to receive CuxIsT. Hence the Apostle saith, 
„For this cause I bow my knees unto the Gop and 
FaTHER of our Lox D Jzsus CAHRIST, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named, that CHRIS T 
may dwell in your hearts by faith.”* St. Paul prayeth 


not merely that the Ephesians should acknowledge the 


truth of the scripture history of the LoRD JIESVs; 
but that by faich they might be enabled to receive 
him as their Saviour; or, in other words, that 
CrR1sT might be in them the hope of glory. 


Such a reception of I Es us, includes faith in him 
as the person appointed of Gop for the Saviouk of 
Sinners. The confession af Martha was, Loxv, I 
believe that thou art the CHRIST, the Son of Gov, 
which should come into the world.“ Without such 
a persuasion we shall not receive the Saviour. For 
we cannot confide the management of our spiritual 
concerns, the whole conduct of our salvation, to any, 
except it be to him of whose divine mission for that 
purpose we are previously convinced. 


A due reception of CuRISH implies confidence 
in him, as both able and willing to save our souls. 
If we are not endowed with this sentiment we shall 
not acknowledge the REDEEMER. For it is not pro- 
bable that we shall apply for deliverance from sorrow 
and danger to any person, unless satisſied of his ability 


* Ephes, ch. iii. ver. 14, 15, 17. T St. John, ch. xi. ver, 27, 
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LECTURE II. 27 


and good will to grant the desired favor. This is an 
hard lesson. When oppressed with a deep sense of 
guilt, and alarmed with the dread of consequent 
misery we hear of IEsUVS ; we may indeed admit his 
ability to save; but it is not without a severe conflict 
that we are enabled to believe his willingness equal to 
his power. Upon such occasions, unbelief hath many 
suggestions to offer. It will dispose men to think, 
that however the RED BEMER is able to save them, 
yet the malignity and extent of their guilt is so great 
as to exclude all hope that they shall be received of 
him with mercy and forgiveness. Such fears are best 
answered by the good promises of Go p. It is written, 
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; and though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool.““ Moreover, the R- 
DEEMER saith, Him that cometh unto me I will in 
no wise cast out.“ Such words of grace and truth 
may silence the cavils of unbelief, and encourage the 
poor sinner in his application unto ]Esvs, who is able 
to save, unto the very uttermost, all those who come 
unto Gop by him. A reception of CARISH also 
supposes that we feel our need of his salvation. 
Many there are who see © no form nor comeliness in 
the Saviour, that they Should desire him.” This 
proceeds from ignorance. While men discover no 


guilt or sin in themselves, no danger in their state, 


* Is, TY i. ver. 18, + St. John, ch, vi. ver. 37. 
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they behold no excellence in ]zsUs. But if their 
eyes are opened, if they are convinced of sin, and 
find themselves exposed to the just vengeance of an 


offended Go ; if they find that they have no power 


to accomplish their own deliverance, then their senti- 
ments will be changed. They will say of JI Esus, 


& He is all my salvation, and all my desire;” he is 


the chief among ten thousand, and altogether lovely, 


Oh! happy shall I be, if he will condescend to be- | 
come my Saviour, for I now feel that without 


him, 1 shall be lost for ever. © Lord save, or I 


perish!” These sentiments are wrought in the mind 


by the teaching of the HoLy S»1z1iT: and it is said, 


& that none can come unto CHRIST except the FA 


THER draw them.” If therefore we have been enabled, 
as our profession intimates, to receive JEsUs as our 
Saviour, we shall say with the grateful psalmist, 
“Not unto us, O Lox, not unto us, but unto thy 
name give glory for thy mercy, and for thy truth's 
sake.“ Moreover, our conduct will be remarkable 
for its conformity with the will of Gop, if we have 
received CuRISsT. We shall hve to his glory who 
died for our salvation.ä— May this be our case! 


Third, We are to consider the privileges which 
the Repetutr confers upon those who are enabled 
to receive him. 


They are thus described in the text. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power, or 


* Psalm cxv. ver. 1. 
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LECTURE II. . 


privilege to become the sons of Gon. St. Paul 
thus addresseth true believers. “ Ye are all the 
children of Gop by faith in CnzisT IEs Us.“ All 
therefore who are enabled to receive the Lox ]zsvs 
CnrisT into their hearts by faith, are made the 
children of God by adoption and grace. Their pri- 
vileges are AY in that part of our catechism 
we are now, to consider. My godfathers and god- 
mothers, in my baptism, wherein I was made a mem 


| ber of Cnr1sT, a child of Gop, and an inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven.” Sponsors are required by the 


church of England at the baptism of infants, as sc- 
curities for their religious education. And, surely 
too great care cannot be taken, that youth may be 


brought up in the nurture and admonition of the 


Lox p. Sponsors in baptism, were admitted by the 
church as early as the second century. So that the 
practice hath at least the stamp of antiquity ; nor do we 
know of any just cause for its discontinuance. We 
have already endeavored to explain the former part 
of this answer, which refers to baptism, as an intro- 
duction unto the privileges here mentioned. It will 
readily be admitted, that all who truly receive 
CHrIsT, are baptised with the HoLy GHOST accord- 
ing to his promise: and we hope to make it appear, 
from the testimony of Holy Writ, that they are 
„members of CURIST, children of Gop, and inheri- 


Gal. ch. iii. ver. 26, + Brown's Church History. 
See Lecture J. 
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tors of the kingdom of heaven.” They are members 
of CuRIsT. They are united to him by a true and 
lively faith. They are described as cut out of the 
olive-tree which is wild by nature, and grafted con- 
trary to nature in a good olive-tree.* . They are 
grafted into CHRIS, the true and living vine, from 
whom their life and fertility are derived. He is the 
root by which they are bornc and nourished. St. 
Paul advances this truth as the greatest incentive to 
purity of life and manners. He saith, „Know ye 
not that your bodies are the members of CuRIST ? 
Shall I then take the members of CHRIST, and make 
them the members of an harlot? Gop forbid !#” 
Those who by divine grace are made members of 
Cur1sT, will adopt the same language with respect 
to all sin. As the root is holy so shall the branches 
also be made holy. The influences which we derive 
from Caux1sT, our glorious head, are of a sanctifying na- 
ture; and the more we experience of them, the greater 
will be our advancement in holiness. They are children 
of Gop. This appellation is not applied to believers, 
merely as a title for distinction sake; nor are they so 
called because they were created and are supported 
by the power of Gop. It is applied to them in a most 
endearing point of view, and is descriptive of their 
real state. They have been new created by the Shit 
of Gov in CuRIS IESVUs unto good works. Hence 
they are called the sons of GOD: and it is said, 


Rom. ch. xi. ver. 24. f 2 Cor. ch. vi. v. 15. 
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© That they were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of Gov.” 
He alone can thus be called the child of Gop who is 
regenerate, and born again of the Holy Spirit. Hence 
it is said, “ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of Gop.”"* All who are 
thus converted are children of Gop. They are 
born again not of corruptible sced but of incorruptible, 
by the word of Gop which liveth and abideth for 
ever.” How consolatory to the believer is this truth. 
In the contemplation thereof he may ſind support in 
every time of need; he may reason thus: * As I am 
through grace a child of Gov, my condition is secure 
and happy. The afflictions I experience are the 
needful trials of my faith and patience ; they are 
also demonstrations of my heavenly parent's love. 
For I read, whom the Loxp loveth he chasteneth ; if 
ye endure chastisement Gop dealeth with you as 
sons. And I am taught, © That all things shall work 
together for good to them that love Gov, and are 
called according to his eternal purpose.” The evi- 
dence of sonship is found in the believer's heart. For 
it is written, “because ye are sons, Gop hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his son into your hearts, crying 
ABBA FATHER.“ T Happy are they in whom the 
Spirit of Gop bears this testimony. They are in- 
| deed members of Cxr1sT and children of Goo, but 


* St. John, ch. iii. Ver. 5. + Gal. ch. iv. Ver. 6. 
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not otherwise; © for if any man have not the SIR HT 
of CRHRIST, he is none of his.” Those who are en- 
abled to receive the Loxy Ixs us into their hearts by 
faith, are also © inheritors of the kingdom of heaven.” 
Hence the Apostle saith, * Thou art no more a ser- 
vant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of Gop 
through CuRISsT.““ It is also affirmed of the 
children of Gop, that they are begotten again unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jzsus CnRIS＋T 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 


undefiled, and that fadeth not away, . reserved in 


heaven for them. t 


The Christian is born to titles, and an estate. 
Not, however, to the fading honors or transitory 
possesions of the present world. No, he hath a better 
inheritance; he is born a © king and a priest unto 
Gor,” an heir of eternal glory. The heir to an 
estate derives support and comfort therefrom, even 
during his minority. So it fares with the child of 
Gor. While an inhabitant of this world he is a 
minor. He is now a son of Gop, © and it doth not 


yet wp whe he shall be.” In this his minority, 


howeyer, Jhe enjoyeth, through the goodness of his 
heavenly FaTHER, a large and soul-reviving fore- 


taste of that glory and peace which await him. 


Hence, St. Peter beautifully saith unto such, Whom 
having not seen ye love, in whom, though now ye see 


* Gal, chap. iv- ver. 7. * 1 Pet. chap. 1. ver. 3, 4. 
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him not, yet believing, ye rejoice, with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory, receiving the end of your 
faith, even the salvation of your souls.““ How 
greatly superior is the heavenly inheritance to all sub- 
lunary treasures ! Sin hath tarnighed and embittered 
all temporal enjoyment. Not more fleet is the passing 
wind, than the possession of worldly things. Riches 
take to themselves wings and flee away. The pesti- 
ferous breath of envy sullies the brightest honor, and 
like the fatal canker, destroys reputation. While 


death stands ready for ever to separate us from 


terrestrial objects. But the treasure laid up in hea- 
ven, for the redeemed of the Lox, is subject to none 
of these vicissitudes. There “ neither moth nor 


rust do corrupt, nor do thieves break through and 


Steal.” Happy are those whom Gop hath made 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven! They find in 
the prospect of future glory, comfort and support 
under all the evils of this mortal life. They can say 
with the Apostle, „ Our present light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” They 
now, indeed, “see through a glass darkly,” ere 
long, they shall see“ face to face.“ $3 


When faith is in exercise, so that the believer 


can ascertain his right to the heavenly inheritance 


1 Peter, chap. 1. ver. 8, 9. 
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in CuRISsT JEsvs, his soul is filled with comfort and | 


Joy. He then saith, 


„ When I can read my title clear 
To mansions in the skies. 

I bid farewell to ev'ry fear, 
And wipe my weeping eyes.“ 


* 


Ere long, this blessed hope will give place to per- 
petual enjoyment. The heirs of glory will be called 
home. Then shall they experience that fulness of 
joy, which is the presence of Gop; they shall drink 
of those rivers of pleasure which flow at his right hand 
for evermore. 


Such are the exclusive privileges of those who 
are enabled to receive the Lord JESUS Curisrt. 
They are “ members of CHRIST, children of Gos, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven.” 


% With them, number'd may we be, 
Here, and in eternity.“ 


The truth which hath been advanced may be 
applied to the consolation and support of the Lox p's 
children. All their evils are temporary ; their sorrows 
will soon terminate; beyond this vale of tears, there 
is a © land of pure delight,” where they shall live 
for ever. Let the prospect of future blessedness, 


* 
* Dr. Watts. > 
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alleviate present calamity, and ever remember, that 
Gop doeth “ all things well.” This glorious hope 
should excite in the believer a diligent exertion to 
glorify his REDEEMER. It is written, Whosoever 
hath this hope in him, purifieth himself even as he is 
pure.” Those who possess so exalted an expectation, 


1 . . . 
should rise above the idle concerns and vain pursuits 


of a world which lieth in the wicked one. They 
should be singular in the purity of their lives and de- 
portment. Oh that all were such! May those upon 


whom the name of CuxisrT is named, depart from 
iniquity. | 


From what hath been said, we may also infer, 
that a reception of Cunts is absolutely needful, as 
a preparation for the enjoyment of gospel privileges. 
The privilege of becoming sons of Gop is said in 
the text, to be conferred only upon such as received 
CurisT. A profession of the gospel will not bring 
to our souls the blessings thereof. In order to this, 
our hcarts must be renewed. Satan must be de- 
throned, must be cast out, and the Son of Gop take 
possession thereof. This change can only be wrought 
in us by the power of Gop. He who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, must shine in our 
hearts, ere we can bchold the light of the knowledge 
of his glory in the face of Jesus Curisr. All 
those who would enjoy the privilege, must thus 
seek it. In the use of the appointed means, it shall 
be obtained; without that, it cannot be expected. 
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* Ask, therefore, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.“ 


Lastly, from what hath been advanced, we may 
observe, that all who are enabled to receive CuRIS＋ by 
faith, being thus made sons of Gop, shall, in due time, 
be admitted to the enjoyment of the heavenly inheritance. 
St. Paul saith, „I have fought a good fight, I have 
finiched my course, I have kept the faith: hence- 
forth, there is laid up for me, a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lox, the righteous Fudge, shall give 
me at that day ; and not to me only, but to all them 
also, that love his appearing.”* The Loxp knoweth 

them that are his, and he will preserve them for ever. 
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As the reception of CHRIST is the first step to 
the attainment of honor and glory, and immortality ; 
so the rejection of kim exposes the soul to the dan- 
ger of eternal misery. No consideration should 
prevail on us to adopt so ruinous a conduct. Why 
should we destroy ourselves? Why should we refuse 
the good, and choose the evil? Let us not act so 
condemnably. Be this our daily prayer, O blessed 
IEsus, may it please thee to open mine heart, that in 
receiving thyself, I may be made a member of 
CurisT, a child of Gon, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven; even so. Amen. 


* 2 Timothy, chap. iv. ver. 7, 8, 
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LECTURE III. 


— — 


ROMANS, chap. xii. verse OY 


Be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect 
will of GOD. 


Is our last Lecture, we contemplated the glorious 
privileges which are conferred upon the children of 
Gop, by the free grace of our Loxp JesuUs CAHRIST. 
Our present will be occupied by reflections upon 
the, nature and extent of that duty which they owe unto 
their heavenly FATRHER ; to the performance of 
which they will be excited by the contemplation of 
his unmerited goodness. In the accomplishment of 
this purpose, we shall find it necessary to investigate 
that part of our Catechism which thus describes the 
baptismal vow. They did promise and vow three 
things in my name; First, that I should renounce 
the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity 
of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the 
flesh; Secondly, that I should believe all the articles 
of the Christian faith; And thirdly, that I should 
keep Gop's holy will and commandments, and walk 


in the same all the days of my life.“ 


” AS 


- _ — 
* - 
_— 
- — 


— ———— — 
r 2 — 
— — 


E ˙— R i—_ WI RNX3£Þ .-oo_ COOL —  — ⏑§  _— — 
LEY = * - - . - fl 


38 LECTURE III. 


8 C4 
— — 


— — — * 
_ — — 


An experimental acquaintance with the power 


and grace of the gospel will dispose the mind to per- 


form this sacred engagement. We find that the 
sacred writers generally enforce practical godliness, 
upon no other motives than such as spring from the 
goodness and love of Gop. We observe this in the 
context, where the Apostle thus speaketh, . I bescech 
you, therefore, brethren, by the mercics of Gov, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to GoD, which is your reasonable ser- 
vice.” I bescech you by the mercies of Gon. Every 
heart must feel such an address; it will cxcite all the 
love and activity of a believer. He is required not 


merely to profess, or in some particular instances 


display, obedience to the will of the Lox, but all 
the faculties of his mind; all the powers of his body 
must be devoted to the glory of Gop, which is no 
more than his reasonable service. For, if God hath, 
by an act of sovcreign and free grace, redeemed our 
bodies and souls ſrom the pit of destruction, it is cer— 
tainly “ reasonable“ that they should be given up 
to him. The text is a continuation of the same 


affectionate address; it may be considered as explan- 


atory thereof. And be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, that ye may prove what 1s that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of Gop.” They, 
who through grace, comply with this divine mandate, 
will present their bodies “ a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to Gop,” The text, indeed, compriseth 
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the whole duty of a christian, and likewise reveals 
what end he should propose to himself for his encou— 
ragement, while in the strength of God he endeavours 
to perform his duty aright. In considering the truths 
contained in this portion of holy writ, we shall adopt 
the following method. 


First, We shall consider the important duty 
which God requires of his children. © Be not con- 
formed to this world, but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.” 5 


Secondly, We shall contemplate that object 
which a believer should keep in view, while he endea- 
vours, by the help of Gop to perform his duty. 
% That ye may prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect will of Gop.” 
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Having explained these particulars, we shall 


3 close with a few observations upon the whole sub— 
; ject. May the Gop and Farnyxr of our Lorp 
4 Jesus CurisT bless what shall be advanced, to the 
| : good of every soul! 
; First, We are to consider the important duty 
, which Gop requires of his children.“ Be not con- 


formed to this world; but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your minds.” 


In contemplating this part of the subject, we 
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Shall adopt the plan which the Apostle hath laid down 3 
in our text. He hath here described the duty of a 7 
believer as consisting of two parts. 


First, An abstinence from the very appearance 
of evil, expressed in those words, * be not con- 
formed to this world.“ 0 


* 


Second, A diligent attention to the putting on of 
the new man, which, after Goo, is created in righte- 
ousness and true holiness: * be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your minds.“ 


We are then to contemplate the service which 
the Lord requires of his people, as including ist. An 


pressed in those words, “ be not conformed to this 

world.” By this world we are to understand the 

unregenerate sinful inhabitants of the earth. They 

are called this world, to express their numbers. 
It is to be feared, that were a separation made be- J 
tween them and the people of Gor, they would con- 3 
stitute a very great majority. Our blessed Lonp 
sait, Wide is the gate, and broad is the way i 
which leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat.”* They are, likewise, so de- 
scribed to denote that all their views and dispositions 
are “ earthly, sensual, devilish.” Between the chil- 1 
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* St. Matt, chap. 7. ver, 13. 
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dren of Gop and such characters, no conformity or 
resemblance should be found. The blessed Apostle 
saith, Put off concerning the former conversation 
the old man, which is corrupt, according to the de- 
ceitful lusts.”* This scripture reminds us of the 
Catechism, which, in this respect, gives the fol- 
lowing account of a believer's duty : “ That he 


should renounce. the devil, and all his works, the 


pomps and vaniues of this wicked world, and all the 
sinful lusts of the flesh.“ To renounce these shings, 
is, by the help of Gop, so to forsake and detest 
that we shall neither follaw nor be led by them. 
Let us contemplate these things. | 


First, We are required, as believers, to renounce 
the devil and all his works. The works of the devil 
are those actions of which he 1s the promoter; every 
Sinful thought, and word, and deed. It is written, 
& he that committeth sin is of the devil; for the 
devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose 
the Son of Gop was manifested, that he might de- 
stroy the works of the devil.” By nature we are all 
of that wicked one; and his works are manifested in 
us. The scripture saith of all unconverted characters, 
that they “ walk according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the 


air; the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience.”?. | 


5 Eph. chap. 4. ver. 22, 4's John, chap. 3. ver. 8, 
4 Eph. chap, 2. ver. 2. 
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If we are truly converted characters; if Carisr, 
the hope of glory, is revealed in our hearts, we shall 
be delivered from the power and malice of Satan : 
we shall renounce his works. The love of sin 
will be destroyed within us, and we shall therefore 


refrain from its crooked paths. It is written, “ but 
now being made free from sin; that is, with respect“ 


to its guilt, love, and power in the soul, ye have 
your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.“ 
Such persons must of necessity, “ renounce the devil 
and all his works”. For as the law of Gop is written 
in their hearts, so the effect of that law will be dis- 
played in their life and conversation. 


The christian is likewise required to“ renounce 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world.” 


Our blessed Lord saith, © My kingdom is not 


of this world ;”+ and he thus addressed his disciples, 
& In this world ye shall have - tribulation.” The 
condition of a believer in this respect, is much the 
some now as heretofore. He serves a different mas- 
ter, his affections are plachupon other objects, and 
his treasure is remote from earth; the world, therefore, 
is sure to be his enemy. It will endeavour, either to 
drive him from the 2 of duty by persecutions, or 


allure him by deceigful smiles. As such is the case, 


* Rom. chap, vi. ver. 22. f St, John, chap, xvii, ver. 36. 
} St. John, chap, xvi, ver, 33. 
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a christian, for his own sake, should renounce its 
pomps and vanity. They are snares, artfully laid, to 
entrap the soul; the child of Gop, therefore, should 
not in these respects, “be conformed to this world.“ 
A great reason why many modern professors, they 
must not be called believers, are so inanimate and 
barren, is conformity to this sinful world. Their 
amusements, their dwellings, their manners, are much 
the same, as prevail among those who do not proſess 
religion. 5 


So liberal are their sentiments, so expanded are 
their minds, that they perceive no difficulty in uniting 
Gop and Mammon. They judge it right to serve 
both. Yea, so accurate is their discrimination, that 
they can tell how far conformity to the world may be 
safe and pradent; so great their politeness, that they 
would not, upon any account, by an unnecessary 
strictness in things indifferent, either cast a gloom upon 
social intercourse, or appear singular and precise in 
their deportment. They are well described by an 
excellent writer. | 


% Renounce the world, the preacher cries, 
We do, a multitude replies, 
While one, as innocent, regards 
A snug and friendly game at cards; 
And one, whatever you may say, 
Can see no evil in a play: 
Some love a concert, or a race, 
And others, shooting, and the chace,””* 


* Cowpcere 
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It is not, however, by ironical language, that $0 
wicked a conduct must be reproved. We remind 
you of your baptismal vow, which, by confirmation, 


you have ratified. This engages you to renounce the 


world, with its pomps and vanity. It is an engage- 
ment which stands recorded in heaven. It is written, 


„When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lok thy * 
Gov, thou shalt not slack to pay it; for the Lord thy 


Gop will surely require it of thee, and it would be sin 


in thee.”* Know that the Lox D will by no means clear 
. 4 


the guilty; if, therefore, conscience reproaches you 
with the violation of your baptismal vow, you have 


great cause for apprehension and sorrow. We shall 
only observe upon this part of our subject, that if we 


have not religion enough within us, to occasion what 
the world will represent as great singularity of man- 
ners and deportment, there is reason to fear that it 
will prove insufficient as a preparation for heaven. 
And if Gov hath, indeed, converted our souls, and 
given us a treasure in heaven, we shall consider all 
the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, as 
splendid trifles, and therefore unworthy our re- 
gard. | 


Believers are, likewise, engaged to renounce all 
the sinful lusts of the flesh; that is, all those corrupt 
clesires which spring from our depraved nature, and 


are contrary to the revealed will of God, 


* Deut. ch, xxlii. ver. 21. 


" 
PS * * ” 
E22 „ 


. p a 
1 
Fy 
24 
Fl 

+3 
of 
, * 
* 
* 
0 
MI 
NF 
2 
5 
1 
* 
* 
* 
N 

* 
34 
* 

4 
11 
ed 


LECTURE III. | 45 


Every real christian is inlisted under the banners 
of the Loxp JESsus CnrisT, and therefore he is 
bound to oppose all his enemies; particularly those 
evil propensities of his own heart, to gratify which 1s 
rebellion against Gop. It is written, © If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me.“ The child of God is 
not hereby debarred from the enjoyment either of the 
necessaries or comforts of life. He is taught, that 
* every creature of Gop is good, and nothing to be 
refused, if it be received with thanksgiving ; for it is 
sanctified, by the word of Gop and prayer.“ Yet is 
such an one required to deny sinful self; to strive, by 
the help of Gop, that he may vanquish lust and cor- 
ruption ; that he may sustain, with lowly resignation, 
the cross which the Loxp shall lay upon him, and 
constantly imitate the blessed Jzsus, who is the 
AuTnoR, and FIN ISHER of our faith. 


These particulars are included in what we con- 
sider as the first branch of CHRISTIAN duty; an 
abstinence from the very appearance of evil, required 
in those words, Be not conformed to this world.” 


We proceed to contemplate another particular, 
included in this part of our discourse, as the duty of 


a believer. 


* St, Matt, ch. xvi, ver. 24. 1 1 Tim, ch. iv. ver, 4, 5. 
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A diligent attention to the putting on of the new 


man, which, after Gov, is created in righteousness and 
true holiness, thus declared in the text,“ Be ye trans- 


formed by the renewing of your mind.” This com- 
mand doth not imply that man is able to renew, or 
to convert, his own mind. He can as soon raise the 


dead, as change his own heart. We must, therefore, 


rather understand this precept as requiring the diligent 
use of those means which Gop hath appointed for the 
attainment of so desirable an object. Our Catechism 
will assist us in the contemplation of this truth. It 
represents the professor as required to“ believe all 


the articles of the Christian faith, to keep Gop's 


holy will and commandments, and to walk in the 
same all the days of his life.“ These things. are 


included in the apostolical command, * Be ye trans- 


formed by the renewing of your mind.” For no 
converted person 1s destitute of faith, and every true 
behever, will be“ careful to maintain good works.” 
To believe all the articles of the christian faith 1s not 
merely to assent unto them, with the understanding, as 
things which may possibly be true; but it is the ac- 
knowledgment thereof in the heart, as truths inti- 
mately connected with our present and eternal welfare. 
It is written, „With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness.”* Such a faith is the gift of Gov. 
* Unto us,” saith the Apostle, “ it is given to believe 
on him.” 


* Rom. ch, x, ver. 10. + Philip. ch. i. ver. 29. 
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To keep Gop's holy will and commandments, is 
to make them the rule of our life; to endeavour that 
our conduct and dispositions may be conformable 
unto them. This we cannot accomplish of our- 
selves; yet it is said in holy scripture, + work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is 
Gov that worketh in you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.”* A true believer hath a will to de- 
Sire and chuse that which is right, because Gop hath 
wrought it in him. He hath power to accomplish the 
good thing he willeth, because the Lord is with him 
guiding his feet into the way of his commandments.— 
The man who by divine grace hath thus attained unto 
faith and holiness is © transformed by the renewing of 
his mind.“ 


This transformation, and renewal, must be 
sought in a diligent use of the means of grace. We 
must scek it by hearing and reading the good word of 
Gop ; by self-examination, with -fervent prayer to 
Gov, that his Srir1T may be given to create our 
souls anew in the LORD JEsus CHRIST. Thus 
Sought, it shall be obtained, for faithful is he that hath 
promised. | 


Second, We are to contemplate that end which 
the believer should keep in view, while he endeavors, 


by the help of Gop, to perform his duty. That 


* Philip, ch. ii. ver, 12, 13. 
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ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 


perfect will of Goo,” 

The child of God earnestly desires to inerease 
in the knowledge and love of his heavenly Far HER. 
He thirsts for more frequent manifestations of his 
reconciled countenance, for clearer views of his duty, 
for greater strength and inclination to perform that 
duty aright. These will most probably be attained in 
a life of devotedness unto Gop. It is written, 
* Them that honour me, I will honour; and they 
that despise me, shall be lightly esteemed.”* And 
again, Then shall we know if we follow on to know 


the Lord.” The path of duty leads to instruction 


and comfort, but those who depart therefrom shall 
have darkness. and sorrow of heart. 


By the “will of Gop,” we are to understand the 
holy scriptures, especially that part of them which 
refers to the dispensation of the glorious gospel. 
This “ will of Gop,” is described as © good, accept- 
able, and perfect.” It is called “ good.” This may 
denote its native excellence, its inherent rectitude. It 
ts altogether consistent with the character of ]zxo- 
van. Hereby he is“ just, and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus.”} It is “ good,” as it hath 
respect unto ourselves. It amply provides for all 


* 1 Sam. ch. ii, ver. 30. + Hos. ch, v1. ver, 3. 
T Rom. ch. 111. Ver. 26. 
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LECTURE III. 49 


our spiritual wants, and secures our improvement in 
every good way, and word, and work. It is © ac- 
ceptable” to Go p. It makes a complete satisfaction 
to his offended justice, and vindicates the honour of 
his violated law. It is, therefore, said of IEs us, by 
whom it was carried into effect, The Lorp is well 
pleased for his righteousness sake; he will magnify 
the law, and make it honourable.““ It is also“ ac- 
ceptable” to Gop, as most effectually ensuring the 


future obedience of its faithful votaries. It secures 


this, not so much by the severity of its regulations, as 
by its transforming influences upon the heart. This 
is the“ will of Gop, even our sanctification.“ If 
we are sanctified, we can say with the Apostle,“ I 
delight in the law of Gop, after the inward man.“ 
It should be“ acceptable” unto ourselves; becausc it 
proposes the only remedy for our sin and misery. 
„There is none other name under heaven, given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.“ This 
remedy is complete ; © for the gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth.”{ 
It is “ perfect,” so that thereunto no addition can be 
made. It is well ordered in all things and sure. 
The last words of our dying IuuANUEIL were, © It 
is finished.“ Believer, thou mayest rejoice in the glad 
tidings. Finished,“ is that atonement which pro- 
cures for thee the pardon of all thy transgressions. 


* Isa. ch. xlii. ver. 21. + Rom. ch. Vii. ver. 22, 
} Acts, ch. iv. ver. 12. $ Rom, ch. i. ver. 16. 
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& Finished,” is that robe of completely perfect righte- 
ousness, arrayed in which thy soul shall stand ac- 
cepted before Go. Redemption's glorious work is 
&« perfect.” The LoxD JESUS CHRIST, in his own 
dear person, hath © finished” it ; for he © was delivered 
for our offences, and raised again for our justifica- 
tion.“ How glorious is the gospel : It is “ good, 

| acceptable, and perfect!” Thanks be to Gop for his 
unspeakable gift! 


To prove this © good, and acceptable, and per- 
fect will of Gop,” is, by divine grace, to experience 
its renewing energy, to rejoice in its holy comfort, 
and to display its sanctifying influences. 


To this valuable knowledge, the believer is di- 
rected to look for his encouragement in the way of 
duty. To such it is said, Be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of Gop.” That you 
may see its close connexion with your real welfare; 
rejoice in its sweetly consoling truth, and firmly con- 
fide in its never failing efficacy to secure your eternal 
peace. For it is not the will of your heavenly 
FATHER, that one of his little ones should perish. 
Those who, by divine grace, are preserved in the 
right way, shall thus prove the © good, and accept- 


* Rom, ch. iv. ver. 25. E F. 
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able, and perfect will of God.” How consolatory, 
how supporting to the believing soul are such reflec. 
tions. He may say, © I experience many difficulties 
in the way of duty; I meet with sorrow where I 
expected comfort; theworld opposeth me, and my 
treacherous heart perversely pleads its cause. All, 
however, shall be well. My Gov will manifest him- 
self unto me in the way of his gracious appointment. 
He will say unto my soul, © I am thy salvation. 
He will permit me to taste the sweetness of his 
love, to rejoice in the comfort of his presence, and 
more fully to prove his good, and acceptable, and 

perfect will. Therefore my soul wait thou upon 
the LorD, and he shall sustain thee, nor will he 
suffer thy foot to slip.“ 


We are to conclude with a few observations 
upon the whole subject. 


First, Let us observe that every real christian 
IS a converted character; is transformed by the re- 
newing of his mind. He is not merely altered by a 
change of religious sentiment, or the adoption of a 
pharisaical, instead of an openly profane conduct. He 
1s really changed by the renewing of his mind; he is 
7 brought from darkness to light, translated from the 
8 kingdom of Satan, into that of Gop's dear Sox, by 
the powerful influences of his HoLY SpIRIT. It 
becomes every man to enquire respecting his own 


condition in this particular; let each ask himself, Am 
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I converted? Am I brought from the bondage of 
corruption into the cloriolh liberty of the children of 
Gor. We admonish them, that the most ostentatious 
profession of godliness, without an experimental ac- 
quaintance with the converting grace of the gospel 
is of no avail. It is written, “ Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.”* Your salvation then is the object of pre- 
sent concern: be not careless in a matter of such 
infinite importance. Cry unto Gov, in the name of 
the Lox D JESUS CHRIST, that he may be pleased to 
transform you, by che renewing of your mind, so that 
while you hold the form of godliness, your hearts 
may experience its power. 


Second, We observe that a real Christian 1s 
what the world will account a singular character. 


He hath an holy aversion to its sinful ways and 
customs; and therefore he conforms to none of them. 
From the holiness of his life and manners, so utterly 
different from that of worldly men, they will take 
occasion to reproach him * as righteous over much;” 
as unnecessarily rigid in his sentiments, over precise 
in his conduct. Would to Gop that there were more 
frequent and just occasion for such reproaches ! 
They are the greatest honour which can be conferred 
upon a believer. They afford the most irrefragable 


* St. Matt. ch. xvili. V. 3. , 
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LECTURE III. 53 


testimony to the uprightness and purity: of his life. 
Are we such characters? Doth the world take know- 
ledge of us, that we have been with Jesus? Have 
we renounced the pomps and vanitics of this wicked 
world? Do we keep Gop's holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in the same from day to day ? May 
this be our case. 


Third, We observe that the true believer is an 
highly privileged and favored character. Unto him it 
is given to know the good and acceptable, and perfect 
will of Gop. This knowledge brings with it the 
enjoyment of every needful blessing for time and 
eternity. Where it is vouchsaſed, there is peace with 
Gop; a well grounded hope of support in every 
time of trial, and a certain expectation of immortal 
glory. Let us examine ourselves, whether we possess 
this blessed knowledge. If we do, happy and secure 
is our state; if not, we have every thing to apprehend. 
Let us seek after these things ere it be too late. 
This is the acceptable time, this the day of salvation. 
Let us, therefore, seek the Loxp while he may be 
found, and call upon him while he is near: © May 
Goo in tender mercy so transform us, by the renew- 
ing of our minds, that we may henceforth renounce 
the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the flesh.” 
May he give us grace to believe all the articles of 
the christian faith, to keep his holy will and com- 
mandments, and to walk in the same all the days of 
our life! 


23 
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— — 


HEBREWS, chap. x. ver. 2g. 


Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering ; for he is faithful that promised. 


Is the primitive ages of christianity there were, many 
who adopted the profession of the gospel while they 
continued destitute of the love and power of godli- 
ness. They assumed an appearance of religion as a 
3 covering of deceit for the more easy accomplishment 

; of their wicked purposes. They are thus described 
2 by our blessed LoR D. Which devour widows 
houses, and for a pretence make-long prayers.” This 
race is not extinct; for at this day we find their de- 
scendants among us. A steadfast adherence to the 
profession of the faith, is not to be expected from 
such persons. We read in holy scripture, of many 
who for a season ran well; and yet after a time fell 
2 away, nor returned again to the ways of religion. 
5 St. Paul saith, That Demas had forsaken him, hav- 
ing loved this present world.”* St. Peter also repro- 
veth some, whom he describeth as cursed children, 
which have forsaken the right way, and are gone 


Tim. ch. iv. ver. 10. 
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astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bo- 
sor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness.“ We 


must not conlude from such occurrences, that all 
who adopt the profession of the gospel, are liable to 


the same miscarriage. Our blessed Lob hath pre- 
dicted such instances of apostacy, and likewise ex- 


plained the causes whence they proceed. He saich, 
He that receiveth the seed into stony places, the 
same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy 
receiveth it, yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth 
for a while; for when tribulation or persecution ariseth 
because of the word, by and by he is offended.“ He 
also that received the seed among the thorns, is he 
that heareth the word, and the care of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and 
it becometh unfruitful. , We learn from such facts, 
that the state of a mere professor is precarious and 
insecure. Such indeed frequently separate themselves 
from the people of Gop. While the profession 
thereof exposes them to no inconvenience they are 
apparently well- disposed towards religion; otherwise 


they know her not. A little contempt and reproach 
will drive them away. The Apostle saith, They 


went out from us, but they were not of us : they had 
a name to hve, but were found dead before Gov. 
Had their souls been converted, their profession 
would have remained unshaken. For it is added, 


if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 


* 2 Pet, ch. ii. ver, 14, 15. f St, Matt, ch, xiii, ver, 20, 21, 22. 
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continued with us, but they went out from us that 
they might be made manifest, that they were not all 
of us.“ | 

To prevent, as much as possible, such instances 
of defection from the faith, St. Paul, under the direc- 
tion of the HoLy SIA, hath left upon record the 
injunction contained in the text: Let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering, for he 1s 


ſaithful chat promised.“ There is an evident connex- 


ion between these words and that part of the Cate- 
chism which will be the subject of our present 
Lecture. * Yes, verily, and by Go p's help so I vill, 
and I heartily thank our heavenly father that he hath 
called me unto this state of salvation through Jzsvs 
Cur1sT our SAVIOUR, and pray unto Gov, that he 
will give me his grace, that I may continue in the 
same unto my life's end.” This is no more than a 
declaration that we will, by the divine assistance, com- 
ply with St. Paul's exhortation. As we are engaged 
to abide. by what is here said, it is necessary that we 
should rightly understande its import, in order that 
we may learn the nature and extent of our obligation. 


We shall, therefore, contemplate the subject in the 
following manner. 


First, We shall enquire wherein consists, “ the 
profession of our faith.“ 


— 


* 1 John, ch. ii. ver. 19. 


58 LECTrURE AV. 


Second, We will explain what it is to hold fast 
that profession. 


Third, We will meditate upon that affecting 


consideration which the Apostle introduceth to en- 


force steadfastness in the faith. He is faithful that 
promised.“ 


„May the Lord give us wisdom to speak, and 
hear as we ought, upon subjects of such infinite im- 
portance |! / 


First, We are to enquire wherein the profession 
of our faith consists. Christian faith may be defined 
as an assent of the heart unto the truths of Gop. 
Not merely an assent of the understanding, for that 
we may give and yet reap no benefit therefrom. The 
sentiments which we entertain as mere rhatter of 
opinion, will neither affect our hearts, nor influence 
our lives. This, therefore, cannot be the faith of the 
gospel. Noz; it is such an assent of the heart unto 
that divine system, as proceeds from the teaching of 
the HoLy SrIRIT. A man who believes CHRIST 
as the Savio R of sinners, can, in some measure, say, 
% know him as my Saviour.” He hath delivered 
my soul from the guilt and power of sin; and the 
life that I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of 
the son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me. In holy writ thisfaith is described as the gift 
of Gop. Saith the Apostle, „For unto you it is 
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LECTURE Iv. — 


given on the behalf of CurisT to believe on his 


name.“ By this faith the children of Gop are said 


to be justified. It is written, © Therefore being justi- 
fied by faith we have peace with GOD.“ We are not 
hence to conclude that faith is the meritorious cause 
of salvation. No; the scripture reveals no other way 
of deliverance from sin with its attendant miseries, or 
of acceptance with Gop, than the LoxD IESUus 
Cux1srT, the great end of the law for righteousness, 
unto every one that believeth.” Faith is no more than 
the instrument whereby the salvation of the gospel 1s 
conveyed unto the soul. In this view alone, St. Paul 


saith, We are justified by faith.” This grace puri— 


fieth the heart. It is a powerful and active princi- 
ple; © it energizeth by love.” The true believer is 
said, by our Catechism, to be in a state of salvation. 
A state of reconciliation and favor with Gop into 
which he was called by him, through our Loxp 
Jesus CnrIsT. The profession of this faith is an 
outward acknowledgment thereof before Gop and 
man. Not merely a verbal confession. This may 
be made without a belief of the heart in ISS. Many 
who in words profess to know the Saviour, do 


nevertheless in works deny him. We read of some 


who hold the truth in unrighteousness.} It will 


readily be granted, that this cannot be the profession 


required by the text. This respects the life, the con- 


Philip, ch. i. ver. 9. f Rom. ch, v. ver. 1. 
Rom. ch. i. ver. 18. 
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duct, and the conversation. It is by these rather 
than words, that a  profession of the faith” should be 
made. Good works are indeed represented, and 
enforced, in the sacred writings, as the fruit and evi- 
dence of genuine faith. It is said,“ Faith, if it hath . 
not works, 1s dead, being alone. Yea, a man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy 
faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith 
by my works.” Faith, without works, is a mere spe- 
culative and lifeless opinion. If we have no evidence 
to support the reality of our faith, except our single 
affirmation, we shall obtain little credit; but where 
men can evidently behold the effect, they will admit 
the existence of the cause. Thou believest that 


there is one God ; thou dost well. The devils also '2 
believe and tremble.” Thou acknowledgest the one A 
supreme Gop, the CREATOR, and SUPPORTER, of 4 
all things. So far as thine opinion extends, it is 1 
right. ut the devils possess the same faith; yea, 2 


i they tremble, knowing that by Gop they arc rescrved 
in chains, under darkness, against the judgment of the 
great day. In this respect, their sentiment 1s more 
accurate than that of their children, unconverted men. 
& But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without 
works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified 
by works, when he had offercd Isaac his son upon the 
altar?” Was not the reality of his faith displayed by 
the excellent fruits it produced? “ Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works;” was a lively, an active 
principle, which produced in his conduct an holy 
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obedience to the will of Gop ? “ And by works was 
faith made perfect ;” complete in its effects and conse- 
quences. * And the scripture was fulfilled which 
- $aith, Abraham believed Goo, and it was imputed 


unto him for righteousness; and he was called the 
Friend of Gop.”* ; 


The profession of the faith may then be de- 
scribed as a conformity of the life and manners unto 
the revealed will of Gop. This, let me affirm, is the 
most proper and satisfactory evidence that our hearts 
arc purified by faith, which is in CHRIST Jesus. A 
real christian will © let his light so shine before men, 
that they may see his good works, and glorify his 
FaTnER which is in heaven.“ T Do we thus profess 
our most holy faith? May Gop so sanctify our 
souls, by faith, that our whole life may be a continued 
profession thereof, 


- 


Second, We are to explain, what it is to hold 
fast this profession of our faith without wavering.” 


19 bs ; 

= An unsanctified man, be his profession what it 
4 may, is ever wavering and unstable, both in faith and 
practice, Hence, many who for a time “ ran well,” 
forsake the truth. They either adopt the most blas- 
I phemous sentiments, or become as pon Wy for the 
4 depravity of their life and manners, as they formerly 


/ 


* St. James, ch. ii. ver. 17 to 23. + St. Matt, ch, v. ver. 16. 
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were for their affected severity of deportment. A 
true believer is not such; the Apostle saith, & We are 
not of them that draw back unto perdition.” 


The grace of God within the saint, is a steady and 
uniform principle, whereby he 1s supported in the pro- 
1 fession of the faith. He holds it“ fast.“ Let the 
world smile or frown, he regards it not. Let his 
Spiritual enemies oppose his progress, let them adopt 
every means to seduce him from CHRIST, he is not 
thereby moved. He saith, To whom shall I go? 
He hath the words of eternal life. Why should I 
forsake this kind and constant friend? Upon him all 
my hopes are fixed; from him I derive every needful 
blessing ; and he will keep me by his mighty power, 
through faith, unto salvation. Let me never be 
found capable of deserting i who hath said, © I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 


Such an one “ holds fast the profession of the 
faith without wavering. He is not tossed about by 
every wind of doctrine, nor led aside by the artifice 
of men, who lay in wait to deceive. Nor is he 
among those, who crying © Lo here, and Lo there,” 
are attracted by every sound of novelty. He is 
happy there to attend, where, under the glad voice of 
the gospel, he enjoyeth the manifestations of his 
REvttMER's love. The language of his heart is, 
* Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon carth that I desire in comparison of thee.” 
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e While in words he professeth to know God, he 
doth not in works deny him.” He doth not, by an 
unholy conduct, give unto the enemies of the Logp 
occasion to blaspheme. 


From this view of the christian character, we 
shall perceive, that to © hold fast the profession of the 
faith,” includes a steadfastness of heart in adhering to 
the truth as it is in Jzsus; a constant purity of life, 
that we may adorn the doctrine of Gop our Sa- 
viouR. Would to Gop that all who assume the 
christian name, were thus regular in supporting the 
character! But alas! how many there are, who have, 
indeed, a name to live, while they are dead before 
Gop. Such may finally apostatize from their pro- 
fession. The true believer, however, cannot, shall 


not, fall away. He is assured of perseverance by the 


promise of his Loxp. He saith, “ Father, I will that 
they also whom thou hast given me be with me where 
I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou 
hast given me; for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world.”* The will of CuRIST 
must be accomplished; therefore his people, being 
made “ faithful unto death, shall receive a crown of 
life.” Gop began the good work in them, by the 
conversion of their souls; he continues it by granting 
them grace, to help in every time of nęed; he will 
also complete it, by administering unto them an 


* St, John, ch. xvii. ver. 24. 
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abundant entrance into his kingdom and glory. How 
Secure is then the condition of the redeemed. They, 
if questioned respecting their adherence to the pro- 
fession of the faith, can say, „Les, verily, and by 
God's help so I will.” No engagements to holiness, 
which are made in the strength of Go p, can be too great. 
The believer can do all things through CuR ISH who 
strengtheneth him. Supported by unis ALmIGuTY 
An u, no undertaking will prove too difficult; without 
him, not any thing can be accomplished. 


The child of Gop can also adopt the subsequent 
language: I heartily thank our heavenly FaTHEr, 
that he hath called me to this state of salvation, 
through JESUS ChRISTH our-Loxp.” A believer is 
required to persevere in a “ state of salvation;” of 
deliverance from the guilt of sin, of freedom from its 
love and power. Into this blessed state he is brought 
by the effectual working of the divine Sex1rxrT., Of 
such, St. Paul saith, We give thanks unto the 
FATHER, Which hath made us meet to be partakers. 
of the inheritance of the saints in light; who hath de- 
livered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Sox.”* 
He also saith, “ As many as are led by the Sv1kximT 
of Gop, they are the sons of Gop.“ f Let me add, 
respecting * this state of salvation,” it includes fa- 


Col. ch. i. ver.-12, ig. + Rom, ch. viii. ver. 14. 
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vor and reconciliation with Gop. The believer 
is brought nigh unto Gop through CHRIST IE“ 


sus. Because he is a Son, Gop hath sent forth 


the SrIiRIT of his Sox, into his heart, crying, 
% ABA FATUHER.“ Into this state he is called by 
the FarHER of mercies. Holy scripture saith of 
such, they are © called to be saints.“ But how called? 
By the preaching of the gospel, which, the power 
of Gop, makes effectual unto their salvation. The 
REDEEMER Saith, ©. Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; 
for I am meck and lowly in heart, and ye shall 


find rest unto your souls; for my yoke is easy, and 


my burden is light.” The Se1x1T of Gop disposes 
the soul to obey this blessed invitation; and by his 
power, regenerates the heart. These mercies are con- 
ferred for che sake of IESVS CHRIST. It is therefore 
written,“ Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Hory GuosT, which he shed on us abundantly, 
through JzsUs Cur1sT our Saviouk.”* If the be- 
liever can thus profess his determination, by the divine 
assistance, to maintain the profession of the faith, a 
sense of his own weakness will certainly incline him to 
adopt the petition connected therewith. © I pray 
unto Gop to give me his grace, that I may continue 


* Titus, ch. iii. ver. 5, 6. 
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in the same unto my life's end.” Steadfastness in the 
& profession of the faith,” is not attainable by mere 
human exertion. Those who would retain their 
profession without wavering, must seek, by diligent 
prayer, the assistance of Gop the Hor SpIRI᷑. 
We are, indeed, capable of forsaking Gop, to our 
own destruction, but we have no strength to retain 
our allegiance. Hence one prayeth, © Draw me, we 
will run aſter thee.” Our blessed Lo RD saith, © Abide 
in me, and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye 
can do nothing.“ He who abideth in CHRIST, will 
& hold fast the profession of the faith without waver- 
ing.” He will continue stedfast, till he shall arrive at 
those blessed abodes, where faith is swallowed up in 
vision; hope lost in the fulness of perpetual enjoy- 


ment ; and, holy love strikes the enraptured chord, in- 


songs of praiscs to him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood. Are we emulous of 
this resolute adherence to the profession of our faith ? 
Let us then seek it by prayer to Gop, thus shall our 
souls be established. 


Third, We are to meditate upon that affecting 
consideration which the Apostle introduceth to en- 


* St. John, ch. xv. ver, 4, 5 
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force steadfastness in the faith, © He is faithful that 
promised.“ 


How animating is this reflection! It strengthen- 
eth the believer in his endeavor to maintain, with firm- 
ness and constancy, “ the profession of the faith.” He 
trusts a faithful Gop. He hath exceeding great and 
precious promises, the performance whereof is assured 
to him by the eternal truth of Gop, who cannot lie. 


Let us recite some of these promises. But 
now, thus saith the Lox that created thee, O Jacob, 
and he that formed thee, O Israel;” thus saith the 


Lox, not an angel whose power might prove inade- 
quate to the performance of his promise, nor man, 


who would deceive; but the Loxo, the glorious 
Gor, whose power is only equalled by his faithful- 
ness, he saith,“ Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy name, thou art mine, my 
purchased property. When thou passest through the 
waters, through troubles and afflictions, I will be with 
thee; my grace shall uphold thee; and through the rivers, 
through more severe trials, they shallnot overflow thee.” 
Believers may be sorely tried and afflicted, yet shall they 
lose not any thing, except dross, by such visltations. 
They shall, finally, be more than conquerors through 
him that hath loved them. It is also said, When 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burnt, 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.”* In fact, 


Isa. ch. xliii. ver. 1, 2, g. 
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as the bush burned, and was not consumed, so the 
believer, though placed even in the furnace of afflic- 
tion, shall sustain no real injury. He shall come 
forth like gold, that is seven times purified in the fire. 
Upon a remarkable occasion it pleased the Lonp 
literally to fulfil this promise. It vill be perceived, 
that I allude to the case of the three worthies, Sha- 
drach, Meshach and Abednego. These vere men 


whose steadfastness in the profession of the faith was 
severely tried. 1 


An idolatrous king set up his graven image, and 
commanded that all nations should fall down and 
worship it. These servants of Gop refused to 
comply with his sinful injunction. They were 
brought before the king, he saith unto them, “Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; do not 
ye serve my , gods, nor worship the golden image 
which I have set up? If ye fall down and worship 
the image which I have made, well; but if not, ye 
Shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace, and who is that God' that shall 
deliver you out of my hands? *© The righteous are 
as bold as a lion.” These three men, therefore, 
were not in the least daunted at the fierce menance of 
the king. They reply, „ Our Gop whom we 
serve, is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 


king; but if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that | 
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden, 
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| image which thou hast set up.” The incensed mo- 
3 narch gave commandment, that the furnace should be 
| heated seven times hotter than usual, and that the 
men should be cast therein. So these three men, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound 
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.” 


But did the king so prevail? Were the servants 
of Gop thus destroyed? No! “ Nebuchadnezzar 
was astdnied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and. 
said unto his counsellors, Did we not cast three men 
bound into the fire? They angered, True, O 
King. He said, „ Lo, I see four men, loose, walk- 
ing in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; 
and the form of the fourth is like the Sox of Gov. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of 
the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Abednego, come forth, and 
come hither. Then, in the presence of the king and 
all his courtiers, these three men came forth, upon 
whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of 
their head singed, neither were their coats changed, 
nor the smell of fire had passed on them.”* If 
Gop be for us, who can be against us?” Every 
attempt to injure his people is vain. He can pre- 
serve life in the depths of the sea, or in the midst of 
the fire. He can, yea, and he will, rather reverse the 


* Vide Daniel, chap. iii. 
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whole order of nature, than permit a real injury to 
be inflicted on one of his people. 


To them he saith, “ Fear thou not, for I am 
with thee.” When thou considerest thine own infir- 
mity, and comparest it with the great power of thy 
foes, fearfulness and trembling come upon thee; 
6 Yet be not dismayed, for I am thy Gop.” I am 
thy reconciled Gop and FarERR, © I will strengthen 
thee, yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right-hand of my righteousness. ? 


The redeemed of the Loxp will always find 
that his grace is sufficient for them, his strength made 
perfect in their weakness. He is faithful that pro- 
mised.” Not more kind and gracious, in making 
such promises, than just and true in the performance of 
them. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but his 
word shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. Saith 
the Psalmist, “ He is the LoRD Gop which keepeth 
truth, his promise for ever.“ f Can we doubt the 
faithfulness of Gop ? All nature reproves such unbe- 
lief. Said he not unto Noah, While the earth 
remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and winter and summer, and day and night shall not 
cease I. He is faithful that promised.“ The sea- 
sons succeed to each other in their proper order. 


7 Isaiah, chap. xli. ver. 10. + Psalm, cxlvi, ver. 6. 


+} Gen, chap. viii. ver. 22. 
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We have passed through the dreary winter, we now 
rejoice in the return of cheerful spring; and we hope 
through the never - failing goodness of Go p, to enjoy 
the appointed weeks of harvest. 


Hz who is thus faithful in the things pertaining 
to this life, is equally so in those which respect the 
hidden life of his people. He saith, Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of her womb?” Is it possible that a 
mother can forget her child? leave it without food, 
and exposed to danger? Can she hear her offspring 
cry for help, and not fly on the wings of parental love 
to its relief? Awful as this is, it may happen; for it 
is said,“ Yea, they may forget.” But is Gop like 
them? No! He ith, I will not forget thee, be- 
hold I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands, 
and thy walls are continually before me.”* The 
truth of God greatly tends to our encouragement in 
a steadfast profession of his faith. He hath said, “ as 
thy day so shall thy strength be.” He will, there- 
fore, support his people, and give them deliverance 
in the time of danger. As Goo is faithful to his 
promise, so should his people be constant in their 
adherence to him. They should be steadfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as they know that their labour is 
not in vain in the Loxp. Let us, therefore, hold 


„ Isaiah, chap, xlix, ver. 15, 16. 


/ 
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fast the profession of our faith without wavering, for 
he is faithful that promised.“ 


The subject we have contemplated, excites in 
our minds the following reflections. 


First, That the true christian is, through the 
divine grace, a steady and consistent character. He 
hath hope, as an anchor of the soul sure and steadfast. 
Though the waves of trouble roll, though storms of per- 
secution fall upon him, yet is he in nothing terrified, he 
knows that Gop is faithful. Though he be assailed 
by temptations, though the honor, riches, and plea- 
sures of this world, seek to enlarge his affections, to 
withdraw them from Go p, yet he stands firm. He hath 
a greater dignity ; more permanent riches, and enjoy- 
ments, which will endure for ever. He is also a con- 
sistent character. His profession and conduct accord 
well together. He glorifieth Gop in his body, and in 
his spirit, which are his. We proſess the religion of 
J=svs CuRIsT. Are we firm and consistent in our 
profession? Is our conversation such as becometh 
the gospel of CurisrT? The Lord grant that we 


may abound more and more in every good way, and 
word, and work ! 


Second, We observe from the subject before 
us, That the perseverance of a believer is secured to 


him by the promise of Gop, who cannot lie. It is 


written, „ the Lorp will give grace and glory.“ 
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He bestoweth the former as a preparation for the 
latter. That soul which is sanctified by divine grace 
on earth, shall be admitted to eternal glory in heaven. 
Whatever Gop undertakes he completes. If, ret 
fore, the work of grace is begun in the heart, it shall 
be continued, it shall be perfected. © The top-stone 


Shall be brought forth with shoutings of grace, grace 
unto it!“ 


What encouragement do these truths convey to 
the children of Goo ! Poor, weak, and defenceless in 
themselves, believers need grace to support their 
fainting spirits. They have it in CHRIST. Afflicted 
and troubled, as oftentimes they are, they need con- 
solation. They have it in Carisr. Guilty and 
unworthy as they feel themselves to be, they want 
pardon and righteousness. They have it in C HRIST 
JEs us, who of Gop is made unto his people © wis- 
dom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and re- 
demption.“ Whatever may be necessary for the 
accomplishment of their present and everlasting hap- 
piness, is treasured up in CHRIST] in whom it hath, ” 
pleased the Far HER, that all fulness should dwell. 
Vea, and every praying soul may receive out of his 
adorable fulness grace for grace.” If we desire to 
obtain, let us ask; if we would find, let us seek. So 
Shall we “ hold fast the profession of our faith with- 


out wavering.” Otherwise, unstable as water, we shall 
not excel, 
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There are many who deride the faith, who live 
in disobedience to its sacred precepts. To these I have 
a message. Yet not such as a guilty conscience 
might induce them to expect. I have an offer of 
mercy, even for them. It is written, Come, now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lo RD; though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.” © The Sp1r1T saith Come; and the bride 
saith Come; and let him that heareth, say Come; 
and whosoever is athirst, let him come, and take of 
the water of life freely.” Accept the offer, and you 
shall live for ever. But if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be destroyed, for the Lonxp hath spoken it. 

May it please Gop to convert our souls; and 
80 to confirm us in his most holy faith, that we may 
each be enabled to adopt that expressive language. 
«Yes, verily, and by Gop's help, so I will; and I 
heartily thank our heavenly FarHER, that he hath 
called me to this state of salvation, through Jzsus 
Cnrisr our SAviouR ; and I pray unto Gop to 
give me his grace, that I may continue in the same 
unto my life's end,” 


N 
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ISAIAH, chap. xliii. ver. 12. 


-This people have I formed for myselſ: they shall Shew 


forthmy praise. 


Tus predictions contained in holy writ are not to 
he considered as merely describing the rise and fall 
of the nations unto which they primarily refer. 
They speak of more important affairs. 


An attentive mind will behold therein a refer- 
ence unto the various circumstances in which the 
church of God is placed, and a full assurance that 
his people shall ultimately vanquish every opponent. 


If such an application be not admitted, we lose 


much of that comfort which the word of God is 


designed to impart. For many of the prophecies 
have long since received their accomplishment, and 
we feel but little interested in the history of those 
nations concerning which they speak. On the other, 
if we are allowed to explain them in a spiritual man- 
ner, it will be found that they are admirably calcu- 


D 
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lated for the encouragement and support of the 
Lord's redeemed. 


In the chapter before us we find a variety of 
blessed promises, applied unto the Jewish nation. 
Gop herein asures them, that their captivity should 
be turned, and their proud oppressors laid low. 
& Thus Sith the Loxp your REDEEMER, the Holy 
Ox x of Israel, for your sake I have sent to Babylon, 
and have brought down all their nobles, and the 
Chaldeans whose cry is in the ships.”* 


This prophecy hath long been fulfilled. The 
Loxy brought so complete a destruction upon that 
proud city Babylon, that at this time the spot of 
ground whereon it stood cannot be ascertained. But 
the words we have recited, will receive a more glorious 
and complete accomplishment, when every enemy of 
the Loxy's people shall be finally destroyed, and 
the whole host of the redeemed stand glorified 
in the presence of Gop. For the ransomed of the 
Lo RD shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and 
everlasting joy upon their heads: They shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.“ T 


The text gives us a concise account of what the 
Lo RD had wrought in favour of the Jews, and the 


* Isaiah, chap, xliii. ver, 14, 7 Ibid, chap. xxxv. ver, 10. 
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end to be acomplished by his gracious exertion. 
He formed them for himself. He chose them as his 
own inheritance, When they were as yet few in 
number, and they strangers in the land, he nurtured 
them with assiduous care. He bare them as on eagle's 
wings, and notwithstanding all opposition, he planted 
them in that good land which he had promised unto 
their forefathers. He thus formed them for himself that 
they might shew forth his praise. That they might 
live to his glory. Saith the Psalmist, He brought 
forth his people with joy, and his chosen with glad- 
ness, and gave them the lands of the heathen ; and 
they inherited the labour of the people, that they 
might observe his Statutes, and keep his laws.”* 


* 


We read in holy scripture of a spiritual sced, 
unto whom all the promises of Gop are sure; and 
the whole body of the church is described as “ the 
Israel of Gov.” To these our text is applicable. 
It declares what the Lord hath wrought in, as well 
as for them, and asserts, that he “ will be glorified in 
all them that believe.” 


We have selected the passage before us, with 
reference to that part of the Catechism which is the 
subject of our present Lecture, © First, I learn to 
believe in Gop the FaTHER, who hath made me and < 
all the world; Secondly, in Gop the Sox, who hath 


Psalm, cv. ver. 43, 44, 45. 
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redeemed me, and all mankind; and Thirdly, in Gop 
the Hory Grosr, who sanctifieth me, and all the 
elect people of Gop.” 


The text appears to include whatever is here 
asserted. This people I have formed for myself, 
they shall shew forth my praise.“ That is, I have 
created them; I have converted their souls by the 
power of my Divine Se1R1T; I have redeemed 
them by the blood of the everlasting covenant ; and I 
will sanctify them, and they shall shew forth my 
praise. They shall © glorify me in their bodies, and 
in their spirits which are mine; and I will be magni- 
fied in bestowing upon them a crown of glory, that 
fadeth not away.” In the contemplation of this 
subject we shall adopt the following method. 


First, We shall enquire of whom the prophet 
speaketh. He saith, „“ this people.” 


Second, We shall consider what Gop hath 
wrought in, and for them. „ This people have 1 
formed for myself.“ 


Third, We will contemplate the blessed effect 
which the work of Gop is designed to produce. 
They shall shew forth my praise.“ 


| Come, we pray thee, O Spirit of truth, en- 
lighten our understanding, that we may know thy 


LECTURE V. 79 


scriptures, and let our souls be sanctified by thine 
almighty power. May the word of thy grace be 
made effectual to our salvation. 


First, We are to enquire respecting those whom 
the prophet calleth, + This people.” 


The first verse of this chapter refers these words 
to the Jews; “ Thus saith the LoxpD which created 
thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel.” 
These words were peculiarly applicable unto the 
Jewish nation, who at that time constituted the visible 
church of Gop; for the Gentiles were excluded 
from that blessed society. 


We are not, however, to suppose that these ex- 
pressions are capable of no farther application. If it 
be so, our condition is hopeless. For none can be 
admitted into the kingdom and glory of Gop, but that 
people whom he hath formed for himself. The word 
of Gop encourages a hope that these words may be 
understood in the most extensive manner. Saith our 
God to his servant Abraham, © In thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed.”* Not merely 
shall one people selected from others, as were the 
Jews, be blessed in the seed of faithful Abraham, but 
unto all the nations of the earth, both Jews and 
Gentiles, shall the heavenly benefit be extended. St. 


* Gen. chap, xxii. ver. 18. 
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Paul speaketh to the same effect. He saith, “ Blessed 
is the man unto whom the Lord will not impute 
sin. Cometh this blessedness then upon the circum- 
cision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? (Is it 
limited to the Jews, or shall the Gentiles like wise 
partake thereof?) For we say, that faith was reckoned 
unto Abraham for righteousness. How was it then 
reckoned ? When he was in circumcision, or in un- 
circumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncir- 
cumcision.” Abraham then received the promise of 
blessedness; his faith was imputed unto him for 
righteousness, when as others, he was in the uncircum- 
cision of his flesh. And he received the sign of 
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith, 
which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might 
be the father of all them that believe, though they be 
not circumcised, that righteousness might be imputed 
to them also. And the father of the circumcision to 
them who are not of the circumcision only, but also 
walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, 
which he had being yet uncircumcised.”* Hence it 
appears, that the Patriarch is considered as the father 
of the faithful, whether in circumcision or uncircum- 
cision. These persons are described in holy writ, as 
& the Israel of Gop.” They are certainly included 
in that number whom the text speaketh of as “ this 
people.” St. Peter, addressing the Gentile believers, 
Saith, “ Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest- 


* Rom, chap. iv. ver. 8 to 12, 
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hood, a peculiar people, that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness, 
into his marvellous light.“ We are guided in our 
application of this scripture by the address found in 
the beginning of the epistle. Peter, an Apostle of 
Jesus Curisr, to the strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
elect according to the foreknowledge of Gop the 
FATHER.“ These strangers were Gentiles ; for the 
Apostle saith, Which in time past were not a 
people, but are now the people of Gop; which had 
not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy,” t 


It appears then that the Prophet, in his expres- 
sion, This people,” includes the whole church of 
Gov, whether Jews or Gentiles, yea all that shall be 
called into the family of heaven. They are described 
in the sacred writings, as “ a great multitude, which 
no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues.” They are called © This 
people,“ by way of eminent distinction, to denote that 
they are the peculiar objects of the divine favor, that 
the Lox Dd knoweth and revealeth himself unto them. 


The faithful people of Gop are the salt which pre- 


serves this world from corruption and decay; when 

they are gathered in, it will no longer exist. They 

are his people, his treasure, or as our excellent Cate- 
chism saith, “ the clect people of Go.“ 


* Pet, ch. iv. ver, 9. Þ Ibid. ver. 10. f Rev. ch, vii. ver. 9. 
0 
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1 With them number'd may we be, 
Here and in eternity.“ 


Second, We are to consider what the LoRD 
hath wrought in and ſor them. —“ This people have 
I formed for myself.” These words do not merely 
refer to the creation of man, as formed of the dust 
of the earth, into whose nostrils Go Dp breathed the 
breath of life, so that he became a living soul. In 
this view it is said, The Lorp hath made all 
things for himself, even the wicked for the day of 
evil.”* St. Paul teacheth how this assertion must 
be understood. He saith, We are his workman- 


ship, created in CHRIST JESUS unto good works, 


which Gov hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them.“ 


= 

The Apostle here refers to that work of grace 
which the Lorp carrieth on in the hearts of his 
chosen people- Our blessed Lo RD describeth it as a 
new birth. © Verily, I say unto thee, except a man 
be born of water and of the:Se1r1T, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of GOD. T This work of Goo is 
also spoken of as a new creation. It is written,“ If 
any man be in CHRIST, he is a new creature, old things 
are passed away, behold all things are become new; 


* Prov. Chap. xvi. ver. 4. + Eph. chap. ii. ver. 10. 
} St. John, chap, ili. ver. 5. 
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and all things are of Gop.““ Saith the Psalmist, 
„Kno ye that the LoRD he is Gop; it 1s he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture.“ 


This passage refers as well to the renewal of the 
soul, whereby the sinner is brought into the fold of 
Gov, as to his introduction into this world by the 
divine power. Many are brought into existence who 
live and die without the knowledge of Gop; but 
every regenerate person is a + sheep of his pas- 
ture.” These scripture declarations remind us of 
the Catechism, which saith, “ First, I learn to be- 
lieve in Gop the FarHER, who hath made me, and. 
all the world.” We here acknowledge that the Lo RD 
hath created all things by the word of his power. 
We profess our faith in him as our CREATOR. Such 
a profession includes a dependance upon him for the 
continuation of our existence, a persuasion that he 
is able also to destroy that which his hands have 
formed. Ah! what numbers live in a state of prac- 


tical atheism! How many who repeat the acknow- 


ledgement have never considered the truth it asserts ! 
We may likewise understand these words as ha- 
ving reference unto the conversion of the soul by 
the power of Gop. Thus viewed, they assert, 
that every real christian is made such by his almighty 


* 2 Cor. chap, v. ver. 17, 18, + Psalm, c. ver, 3. 
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power, who “' calleth the things which are not, as 
though they were.” Saith the Apostle, © We give 
thanks unto the FarHER, which hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in 
light, who hath delivered us from the power of dark- 
ness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Sox.“ 


* 


Such is that work which the Lon p accomplishes 
in his people. But he hath also wrought for them. 
We are taught in the Catechism to say, * Second, I 
learn to believe in Gop the Sox, who hath redeemed 
me, and all mankind.” Gop, as a righteous law- 
giver, could not without some expiation, be just in 
justifying the rebel man; nor could man, as a sinner, 
atone for himself; but the Loxy, in unspeakable 
mercy, devised a wondrous plan of redemption, 
wherein © mercy and justice are met together, righ- 
teousness and peace have kissed cach other.” He 
gave his own Sox to be a ransom for the sins of his 
people; and through him, he bestoweth upon them 
grace and glory. It is written, “ According to his 
mercy he saved us by the washing of regeneration. 
and renewing of the HoLy Guosr, which he shed 
on us abundantly through IE SuS CurisT our Savi: 
ou. And again, „ Curisr hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us, 
as it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 


* Col. chap, i. ver. 12, 13, F Titus, chap. iii. ver. 5. 
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on a tree.“ Oh! miracle of mercy; the Sox of 
Gop, he who inhabiteth eternity, condescended to 
assume the human nature, and offer up himself as a 
sacrifice for the sins of men! His most precious blood 
was shed for many for the remission of sins. It is 
therefore said, . Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradi- 
tion from your forefathers; but with the precious 
blood of CHRIST, as of a lamb: without blemish and 
without spot.“ T Those who truly believe in Gop 
the Son, as a REDEEMER, do, in their own hearts, 
experience the blessings of redemption. They are 
delivered from guilt; they have peace with Goo, the 
love of whom is shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Grost. May this be our case! 


There is an expression in this part of the Cate- 
chism which must be explained : * All mankind.” 


Are we to understand these words as an assertion 
that every individual of the human race shall be de- 
livered from everlasting destruction by the LoRD 
TJesus Cnurisr? We apprehend not. In the clause 
which immediately follows these words, which must 
be so explained as not to contradict this, we are 
taught to acknowledge our faith in Gop the Hor 
GHrosrT, as the sanctifier of all the elect people of 


* Gal. chap. iii, ver. 13. Þ+ 1 Peter, chap. i. ver. 18, 19. 
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Gop. If it be said, that by * the clect people of 


Goo,” the church intends “ all mankind,” we shall 
assert what every one knows to be an untruth, even 
that all men are sanctified, or made holy, If, on the 
other hand, it be asserted, that only some particular 
persons, described as © the elect of Goo,” are sancti- 
fied, we must then admit, that by the expression “ all 
mankind,” the church intends only such persons. 
Otherwise we adopt the most abominable and licen- 

tious position, that unsanctified, that is unholy 
characters, may be admitted into heaven. But it is 
written, * Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lok p.“ Our blessed Saviour hath taught us, that 
“% many are called, but few are chosen ;”* and, in the 
communion service, we are directed to pray, that 
through faith in a Saviour's blood, we, and all 
the whole church of Gop (not the whole world), may 
obtain the remission of our sins, and all other benefits 
of his death and passion.“ The expression, therefore, 
all mankind,” intends no more than “ the clect peo- 


ple of Goy,” who are sanctified by the influences of 


Gop the Holy SPIRIT. 


To sanctify, is to set apart for some peculiar 
purpose, and to make holy. In both of these respects 
* the elect of Go p“ are sanctified. They are set 
apart as “ vessels of honor, meet for the master's 
use ;” The thoughts of their hearts are so cleansed 


* eb, chap, xii. ver. 14. 
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by the inspiration of the Hor Se1kir, that they 
& delight in the law of Gop after the inward man.” 
Thus hath the Loxpy formed them for himself. 
The people of Gop are his peculiar property. 
They are his by choice. He chose them in CHRIS 
Ixsus before the foundation of the world. They 
are his by purchase. They constitute the church of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.“ 
They are his as created anew by his divine power. 
They “ were born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of Gon.”t 
They are his, as devoted to his service, and fitted for 
the enjoyment of his kingdom and glory. Unto them 
he saith, „ Thou art my servant, O Israel, in 
whom I will be glorified.” And again, “ the LoRD 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy Gop 


thy glory.” 


Thirdly, We are to contemplate the blessed 
effect which this work of Gop is designed to 
produce. 


„ They shall shew forth my praise.“ 
The work of creation reflects much honour 


and glory upon Gop. It displays his wisdom, his 
power, and his goodness. At the accomplishment 


* Acts, Chap, xx. ver, 28, + St, John, chap. i. ver. 13. 
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thereof, © the morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of Gop shouted for joy.” But the work of 
redemption exceedeth in glory. In this we behold 
with devout astonishment, the brightest display of the 
divine  perfections. Herein is the righteousness of 
Gop revealed from faith to faith; so that Gop is 
just and the justifier of him that believeth in IESsus. 
We may learn the glories of redemption by the effects 
it produceth. It rescueth guilty rebels of the human 
race from that depth of misery and ruin into which they 
were plunged by sin. It is a deliverance from the 
bondage of corruption, an introduction into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of Gop. The hearts of 
the redeemed, sanctified by the Hoy SyirirT, are 
filled with pious dispositions, which produce in their 
conduct the fruit of good works, to the praise and 
glory of Gop. For the attainment of these objects, 
Jesvs died. Saith the Apostle, „ CnxrisT loved 
the church, and gave himself for it, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, that he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy and without ble- 
mish.““ The RED EEMER came not as a minister 
of sin. The gospel he preached is pure and holy. 
By the gracious influences of the Divix E SeIRITr, 
a people are formed for Go p, and they shall shew forth 


* Eph. chap. v. ver. 25, 26, 27. 
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his praise. They shall glorify Go D in their body and 
in their spirit, which are his. They are described 
in the Catechism, as the elect people of Gop, who 
are sanctified by the Horry Gnosr. The Lon 
hath a peculiar people, * whom he hath chosen in 
Cur1sT before the foundation of the world, that they 
should be holy and without blame before him in 

love.” They are vessels of mercy, which Gop had 
| afore prepared unto glory. This chosen seed, this 
« elect people” are called by the divine power to the 
knowledge of Cur1sr and his gospel. Formed for 
Gov, they shew forth his praise. They glorify him 
by the obedience of the heart. Saith the Apostle, 
& I delight in the law of Gop after the inward 
man.” — They likewise honor Gop, by the con- 
formity of their lives unto his most holy will. They 
are known by their fruits; and in them 1s their hea- 
venly FaruER magnified. It is their constant aim to 
5 Jet their light so shine before men, that they may 
see their good works, and glorify their FaTHER 
which is in heaven.” They shew forth the praise of 
Gop by their cheerful submission unto all the 
appointments of his sovereign will. They can say 
under the most afflictive dispensations, “It is the 
Lok p, let him do what seemeth him good.” Their 
minds are supported, for they know that “ all things 
work together for good to them that love Goo, 
to them who are the called according to his pur- 
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pose.“ They shall, finally, glorify Gop in his 
heavenly kingdom. There shall they cast their 
crowns before his throne, saying, Thou art wor- 
thy, O Loxp, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power ; for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are, and were created.” They will 
sing, Worthy is the Lams that was slain, to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing.” Thus shall 
the people whom Gop hath formed for himself, 
Shew forth his praise. How complete, how glorious 
is that redemption by which these noble effects are 
produced! Well might the Apostle exclaim, 0 
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of Gov, how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out !” 


The assertion of the text is positive. They 
shall shew forth my praise.“ The work of Gop is 
perfect. The means which he employs are always 
adequate to the accomplishment of those purposes for 
which they were appointed. A converted person 
must needs glorify GOD. The redeeming love of 
Cur1srT constraineth him, His heart is purified 
from the love and power of sin, therefore he will 
praise Gop, not merely with his lips, but with an 
heart and life devoted to his service, Such is that 


* Rom, ch. viii, ver. 28. 
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blessed effect which the work of Gop is designed to 
produce. 


The following reflections are suggested by the 
truths which we have attempted to enforce. | 


First, That the adorable Tzxinity graciously 
concur as ONE Gop in the accomplishment of 
human redemption. Gop the FaTntr chose his 
people in Cur1sT JEsvs, before the foundations. of 
the world were laid. He freely gave his Sox for 


them, and by his power they are formed for his 
praise. 


Gop the Sox, condescended for their sakes, to 
become “ a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief.“ To obey the law of Gop which they had 
violated, and to endure the penalty incurred by their 
transgressions. Saith the Prophet, He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him, and with his stripes we are healed.“ He now 
Sits at the right-hand of Gop interceding for his peo- 
ple, who shall hereafter live with him in glory. 


' Gop the Hory Seiki reneweth, and sanc- 
tifieth the souls of the elect. He revealeth in their 
hearts the grace of the gospel; guideth their feet in 


0 Isaiah, chap, liii, ver, 5+ 
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the way of peace, and comforteth them in all their 
tribulations. By these things men live; in these 1 
the life of their spirit. May we know them to our 
present comfort, to our everlasting happiness. 


Second, We observe, That the redeemed arc 
the peculiar property of Gop. They are formed 
for himself. They shall be mine, saith the LoRD 
of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels, and 
I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him.”* „ They shall be a crown of glory 
in the hand of the Loxpy, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of their Gop.” He will protect and pre- 
serve them by his mighty power, through faith unto 
salvation. 


We profess to believe in the adorable TRINITv. 
We acknowledge Gop the FAT HER as the CREATOR; 
Gop the Sox as the REDEEMER; and Gop the 
Holy GunosrT as the SANcrirIER of the elect. 
Are we created anew in Cuk1sT JEsus? Do we 
know him as our REDEEMER? Hath the SPIRIT of 
Gop converted our souls? Do we glorify Gop by 
the obedience of our heart and conduct unto his 
commandments? The Lox teach us to know and 
do these things! © May he form us for himself; 
we shall then shew forth his praisc.“ 


* St, Matt, chap, iii. ver. 17. 
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EXODUS, chap. xx. ver. 1 to 6. 


And GOD 5pake all these words saying, J am the 
LORD thy GOD which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou $halt 
have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or in the earth be- 
neath, or that is in the waters under the earth. 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 

\ them ; for I the LORD thy GOD am a jealous 

GOD, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children, unto the third and fourth generation of 

them that hate me, and shewing mercy to thousands 
of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 


Tusk words were pronounced in a most awful 
manner, by the great and mighty Gop. He deli— 
vered his people from their bondage in Egypt by a 
mighty hand and a stretched out arm. e brought 
them into the wilderness, where he pleaded with 
them face to face. Saith the sacred historian, “ It 
came to pass on the third day in the morning, that 
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud 
upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
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exceeding loud, so that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled. And mount Sinai was altogether on 
a smoke, because the Lox descended upon it in fire, 
and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a 
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.“ 
The tribes of Israel in their camp were troubled at 
the presence of the Loa D. They could not sustain 
so tremendous a display of the Diving MA IESTH. 
&« For all the people saw the thundering and the 
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking. And when the people saw it, 
they removed, and stood afar off. And they said 
unto Moses, speak thou with us, and we will hear, 
but let not Gop speak with us, lest we die.“ T Had 
the obedience of the Jews to the divine law been 
proportioned to the alarm they experienced while 
it was pronounced, how many calamities they would 
have escaped ! 


Ihe disciples of CuztsrT are addressed by Gop. 
His voice to them is not that of terror. It is written, 
& Ye are not come to the mount that might be 
touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto black- 
ness and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a 
trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice, they 
that heard intreated that the word should not be 
spoken unto them any more. But ye are come unto 
mount Zion, and unto the city of the living Gov, the 


* Exod, ch, xix. ver, 16, 18, f Ibid, ch. xx, ver, 18, 19. 
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heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels; to the general assembly and church of 
the first-born which are written in heaven, and to 
Gov the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect; and to IEsUs, the mediator of 
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling 
which speaketh better things than that of Abel.”* 
Happy are those who hear and obey this blessed 
voice. They shall live for ever! 


However the solemnities which attended the 
promulgation of the law were great and awful, yet 
there 1s a day approaching whose terrors greatly 
exceeding these, the whole human race shall behold. 
I refer to the day of judgment. Then not merely shall 
one mountain smoke, but the whole world kindled by 
the vengeful lightnings of the ALMIGHTx, shall 
burn. Yea, the elements being on fire, © shall melt 
away with fervent heat; the earth also, and all the 
works therein, shall be burned up. Then the thun- 
ders and trumpet of Gop will be heard, not merely by 
a few individuals trembling in a camp; they will re- 

sound from pole to pole. They will penetrate the dark 
caverns of death, and those who sleep in the dust of 
the earth, shall awake at the sound thereof. Then, 
not one nation alone, but all mankind shall be 
assembled in the presence of Gop; “ for we must 
all appear before the judgement-seat of Cur1sr, that 


* Heb, chap, Xll, ver, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24. 
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every one may receive the things done in the body 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
evil,” 


In the text, God recites to the Jews the great 
deliverance he had wrought out for them, and re- 
quires of them as an evidence of their gratitude for 
his mercy, the observance of his righteous law. 
These words are applicable to the church of God in 
our times. The Loxp hath delivered his people 
from the power of satan, and brought them into the 
way of life. Surely such cannot, for a moment, 
suppose themselves liberated from all obligation 
to obedience. No, they will be conformable to 
the law of Gop, and thus express their gratitude 
for the inestimable blessings of his full and free 
salvation. I 


There are two things in the text which require 
our attention. 


First, The motive upon which obedience to the 
law of Gop is required ; a grateful sense of mercies 


received from him. 


Second, The nature and extent of the duty 
which is here commanded. 


Send down thine HoLy SIRIT, O Lox, that 
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our meditations upon these subjects may be produc- 
tive of good unto our souls! 


First, We are to consider the motive upon 
which obedience to the divine law is required; 


a grateful sense of mercies received at the hand of 
Gop, 


The service which the Loxp requires of his 
people, is not unreasonable ; nor is it exacted in an 
arbitrary or tyrannical manner. Though Gop as our 
CREATOR and SOVEREIGN might justly command 
our obedience, yet renouncing, as it were, this claim, he 
condescends in the endea ing character of friend and 
benefactor to require == TD unto his righteous , 
will. We have an instance of this in the text. © I am 
the LoRD thy Gop.” Thine in a peculiar manner; 
even thy Gop in covenant. The Loxp Goo of thy 
fathers, of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage.” The Jews, no doubt, felt the 
force of this address. They had just emerged from 
a state of cruel bondage in the land of Egypt. Nor 
were they rescued, but by signs and miracles, a 
mighty hand, and an out-stretched arm. Yea, to 
accomplish their deliverance, the destroying angel 
went forth and slew all the first-born throughout the 
land of Egypt. The Egyptians made the children 
of Israel to serve with rigour, and they made their 


lives bitter with hard bondage in mortar, and in 
H 
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brick: and in all manner of service in the field, All 
their service wherein they made them serve was with 
rigour.”* Pharaoh also commanded the taskmasters 
of the people, and their officers, saying, Ye shall 
no more give the people straw to make brick, as 
heretofore ; let them go and gather straw for them- 
selves: and the tale of the brick, which they did 
make heretofore, you shall put upon them; you shall 
not diminish ought thereof, for they be idle; therefore 
they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God, 
(There are many, I fear, even in our own times, 
who consider every desire and attempt to serve Gop 
as an indication of idleness.) Let there be more 
work laid upon the men, that they may labour therein, 
and let them not regard vain words.” F Vain words! 
Insolent king of Egypt. Thou didst not then find them 
vain, when the thunders of Gop rolled dreadful over 
thy guilty land ; and the fire mingled with hail, ran 
along upon the ground. Thou didst not find them. 
vain words, in that fearful night, when the avenging 
sword of the destroyer cut off all the first-born of thy 
land. If thy guilty soul departed hence unsubdued 
and 1mpenitent, thou dost not at this moment find the 
words of Gop to be vain, in that awful abode of 
misery, where thou shalt for ever endure the full 
weight of the divine indignation. The power of Gop 
vanquished the haughty monarch, he let go the 
people of Israel, and the Loxy carried them to that 


* Exod. ch. i. ver. 13, 14. + Ibid. ch. v. ver. 6 to g. 
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good land which he had promised unto their fathers. 
From them he required obedience as a display of 
their gratitude for these unspeakable mercies. 
These things happened unto them for ensamples; 
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world are come.“ The Egyptian 
bondage presents us with a lively representation of 
that dreadful slavery which oppresses every uncon- 
verted character. Saith St. Paul, © Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin 
unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness.““ 
And our blessed Lord saith, + Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 
sin.“ T We cannot, without sorrow, reflect, that all 
men are by nature the servants of sin. They bear an 
iron yoke of bondage, imposed on them by the 
“ prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience.” This 
servitude is far more oppressive and degrading than 
that of Israel in Egypt. For it enslaves the mind, 
prevents its exertion, and reduces it to a state which 
holy scripture calls a death in trespasses and sins. 
It is an unprofitable service. It is written, . what 
fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed ; for the end of those things is death.“ T“ As 
the Jews could only be rescued from the tyranny of 


* Rom, ch. vi, ver. 16, + St. John, ch. viii, ver. 34. 
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Pharaoh by the power of Goo, so it is by the same 
power that the soul is delivered from the bondage of 
corruption. We are so firmly tied and bound by the 
chain of our sins, we are so fast in prison, that we 
cannot get forth. But Jzsus Cur1sT, the Lord of 
life and glory, proclaimeth liberty to the captives, the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound. His 
atoning blood delivers from guilt and condemnation. 
His almighty Se1rz1T emancipates the soul; he deli- 
vers from the love and power of sin; he brings us 
into the glorious liberty of the children of Gp. He 
saith, © If the Sow shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed.”* Being made free from sin, ye shall be- 
come servants to Gop ; your fruit shall be unto holi- 
ness, and your blessed end everlasting life. This genu- 
ine and desirable freedom is imparted unto the souls of 
the Loxp's redeemed. And a grateful sense of the 
goodness of Gop in the gift of so great, a blessing, 
constrains them to devote themselves unto his ser- 
vice, They love him because he first loved them; 
and under the influence of this love they enquire, 
“ What shall I render.unto the Lox for all his be- 
nefits? The most powerful motives to obedience are 
thus excited. The terrific denunciations of the divine 
wrath, against sin, will not subdue the mind. 
5 „Law and terrors do but harden 
All the while they work alone; 


But a sense of blood- bought pardon 
Soon dissolves an heart of stone.“ 


* St. John, ch. viii. ver, 36. e 
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The more we contemplate the goodness of God, 
as displayed in the great work of redemption, the 
greater will be our desire to glorify him in the con- 
formity of our life unto his law. We shall be studi- 
ous in all things to adorn the doctrine of Gop our 
SAv1iOUR:;; and, if the motive which actuates us to 
this constant diligence be enquired after, we shall 
reply, © the love of Curisr constraineth us.” Un- 
der the influence of this blessed principle, may we. 
walk before Gop in righteousness and true holiness, 
all the days of our lives ! 


Second, We are to consider the nature and ex- 
tent of the duty enjoined in the text. 


& Thou shalt have no other Gop before me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that 1s in the water 
under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them; for I, the Loxy thy Gop, 
am a jealous Gov, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me; and shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my com- 


mandments.“ 


In the first of these precepts we are enjoined to 
have no other Gop beside the Loup JeHovan; in 
the second we are forbidden to worship the true Gop in 
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a false, unworthy, manner. In their primary applica- 


tion these commands refer entirely to the Jews, who 
were taken from the midst of a people. wholly given 
to idolatry, and surrounded by nations whose worship 
was idolatrous. To preserve them from the infection 
thereof, this commandment was enforced by the seve- 
rest penalties. It is written, “ If thy brother, the son 
of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the 
wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine 
own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go 
and serve other gods, which thou hast not known, 
thou, nor thy fathers ; namely, of the gods of the peo- 
ple which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far 
off from thee, from the one end of the earth even unto 
the other end of the earth, thou shalt not consent unto 
him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye 
pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou 
conceal him; but thou shalt surely kill him. Thine 
hand shall be first upon him to put him to death; and 
thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because 
he hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lox 
thy Gon, which brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. And all Isracl 
Shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such 
wickedness as this is among you.““ | 


It is lamentable to observe, that a great society 
of professing christians, may justly be accused as 


Deut. chap. xi1i, ver. C to 11. 
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idolaters. They set up their graven images as objects 
of religious adoration ; and, like Nebuchadnezzar of 
old, would consign to the burning fiery furnace all 
who refuse to worship them. Their prayers are ad- 
dressed to pretended saints, many of whom, if history 
may be credited, were most dissipated and vicious 
characters. Yea, they give that honour and service 
to the lowly mother of Jzsvus, which is, alone, due 
to him, „ who was delivered for our offences, and 
raised again for our justification.” Blessed be Gop 
who hath delivered this church and kingdom from so 
foul a stain. May he 'preserve among us, the clear 
light of his holy word; may his watchful providence 
ever keep from our native land so corrupt a system! 


In their spiritual interpretation, these command- 
ments forbid the indulgence of any sinful lust or 
passion. Know assuredly that whatever lust is gra- 
tified in opposition to the revealed will of heaven, is 
worshipped and served even in preference to Gop. 
That obedience is paid unto its imperious and de- 
structive mandate, which we refuse unto the mild and 
salutary precepts of our Heavenly FATHER. 

- 


How extensive is the divine law! The sacred 
injunctions thereof are intended not merely to regw: 
late the external deportment, but to guide and in- 
fluence the very thoughts of the heart. Saith the 
Psalmist, Thy commandment is exceeding broad.“ 


* Psalm, cxix, ver. ge. 
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And the Apostle, © The law is spiritual.“ The con- 
templation of this truth will constrain us to say, 
Who can tell how oft he offendeth ? Cleanse thou 
me from secret faults,” _ 


The second commandment closes with a remark- 
able assertion. For I, the Loxp thy Gop, ama 
jealous Gow, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children.” Let ungodly parents consider what 
misery they may occasion their children. To such I 
would say, your wickedexample contaminates the mind 
of your offspring, prevents the good influence of every 

holy principle which is inculcated, encourages them 
to imitate your crimes, and thus exposes them to that 
dreadful punishment which is the necessary conse- 
quence of guilt. This denunciation must be so con- 
sidered. Gop, who is righteous in all his ways, will 
not punish the innocent for the crimes of their guilty 
_ progenitors. He saith, What mean ye, that ye use 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, 
The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the childrens' 
teeth are set on edge? As I live, saith the Loxp 
Gop, ye shall not have occasion any more to use 
this proverb in Isracl. Yet ye say, Why? doth not 
the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the 
son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath 
kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall 
surely live. The soul that sinneth it shall die, The 


* Rom. chap. vii. ver. 14. 
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son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither 
shall the father bear the iniquity of the son. The 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and 
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.“ 
If the denunciation of vengeance be thought severe, 
it is more than counterbalanced by the gracious lan- 
guage which follows, “ Shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep my command 
ments.” Gracious is the Lord and righteous; yea 
our God is merciful, How powerful the incentive 
to obedience which these words contain. Parents 
naturally desire the welfare of their offspring. They 
are here taught how to secure it. Let them live in 
obedience to the will of Goo, in prayer, in faith, in 
love, in active holiness. So shall they obtain a bles- 
sing for their children. Gop will answer their prays 
ers when they, perhaps, have long slept in the dark 
chambers of the grave. And it may be expected, 
that the noble example of a life and conversation de- 
voted to the divine service, will produce the happiest 
effects in the minds of their offspring. Thus they 
may, under Gop, be the means of their obtaining the 
best, the most secure of all possessions, a © treasure 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust do corrupt, 
and where thieves break not through nor steal.” 
For the Loxp © sheweth mercy unto thousands of 
them that love him, and keep his commandments.” 


* Ezck. chap. xviii. ver. 2, 3. 19, 20. 
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From the truths we have contemplated we learn 
the great goodness of the Loxp unto his people. 
He beholds them the willing slaves of sin and satan, 
under the most cruel oppression exposed to the most 
dreadful calamities. He remembereth them in 
their low estate, for his mercy endureth for ever.” 
„HE delivereth them from the power of satan, and 
translateth them into the kingdom of his dear Sox.” 
He bestoweth liberty upon the captives; he openeth 
the prison unto those who were bound. Have we 


experienced this deliverance? Are we brought into 


the service of Gop which is perfect freedom? The 
Lord grant that we may. 


The truth we have advanced hath also a tendency 


to humble the soul before Gov. Who can say I am 


pure? In many things we offend all. And the recol- 
lection that the divine law takes cognizance of the 
thoughts and dispositions of the heart, may cause the 
stoutest to tremble, If we are acquainted with our- 
selves we shall be disposed, with the Apostle, to say, 
& I know. that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no 
good thing.” We have rebelled against Gop, and as 


rebels are exposed to condemnation. Surely, then, 


we have nothing whereof we may glory. Pride is not 


suited either to our state or character. Be this there- 


fore the language of our heart and lip: © Behold I 
am vile; I will lay my hand upon my mouth.” 
« Gop be merciful to me a sinner !” This will best 
accord with our guilty and depraved condition, May 
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it please the Lo RD to impart unto us a spirit of deep 
and unfeigned humility, that we may be exalted with 
the blessings of his salvation. 


* 


Lastly, The truth we have advanced may teach 
us our need of a SAvIouR. 


While we live under the influence of self-righte- 
ous pride, while we apprehend that our own obedience 
will obtain for us an admission into the realms of 
glory, we behold no form nor comeliness in the lowly 
Jzsus. He saith, indeed, I am not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” No mar- 
vel, therefore, that he is not received by those 
who trust in themselves that they are righteous. 
When, however, we are convinced of sin by the per- 
fect law of Go p, when the extent and purity of that 
law shews the lurking vileness of our hearts, and we 
find that we cannot so obey it as thereby to obtain 
salvation, then Ixsus becomes desirable in our sight. 
We earnestly long to know him, who © is the end of 
the law for righteousness unto every one that be- 
lieveth.” And as we are sensible of our utter weak- 


ness and imperfection, we desire an interest in him, 


whose “ grace is sufficient for his people, whose 
strength is made perfect in their weakness.“ 


While Paul was in an unconverted state, a 


proud Pharisee, he verily thought that he ought to do 


many things contrary to the name of IE SUS of Naza- 
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reth. He was a persecutor and injurious; but when 
the Lo RD had awakened his mind, and humbled him 
under a sense of guilt, he knew the worth of a Savi- 
our. He thus declares his sentiments upon the 
subject:“ What things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for CHRIST. Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of CuRISsT JEsus my Loxp, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung that I may win CHRIST, and-be found 
in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is 
of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
CnrIsT, the righteousness which is of Gop by 
faith.”* May we imbibe the same blessed SpixIr. 
Having the sentence of death in ourselves, may we 
be brought as sinners to the footstool of Jzsus, and 
be saved in him with an everlasting salvation ! 


Philip. chap. iii. ver 7, 8, 9. 


Li 
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EXODUS, chap. xx. ver. 7 to 11. 


Thou $Shalt not take the name of the LORD thy GOD 
in vain ; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain. Remember the $ab- 
bath day to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour 
and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the LORD thy GOD, in it thou halt not 
do any work ; thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter ; 
thy man-seruvant, nor thy maid-servant, thy cattle, 
nor the stranger that is within thy gates. For in 
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the Sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the Seventh day; 


wherefore the LORD blessed the Seventh day and 
hallowed it. 


Tus duties enforced by the divine law, tend to pro- 
mote our comfort and advantage, even in this present 
life. The most superficial observer must acknow- 
ledge that great benefits result from a due observance 
of the sabbath. Were it not for this happy institu- 
tion, the poor would be strangers to relaxation and 
comfort. Perpetually chained to the labouring oar, 
they would probably degenerate into a state of 
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barbarism. Their mental faculties would be con- 
tracted, they might become disqualified for the know- 
ledge of Gop; and thus be lost for ever. 


The appointment of the sabbath gives them an 
intervening day of rest. Released from labour and 
toil, they taste the sweets of domestic liſe. They are 
brought to the house of Gop, their hearts are 
rejoiced by the glad tidings of everlasting salvation ; 
and they are supported under their present circum- 
stances of distress by the reviving hope of eternal 
repose and glory in heaven. 


Our present Lecture hath for its object the 
explanation of the precepts before us, and the reasons 
assigned to enforce our obedience as they are found 
in the text. The first precept requires that we 
respect the great and holy name of Gop. © Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Log D thy Goo in 
vain.” This injunction not only prohibits the detes- 
table practice of profane cursing and swearing; but 
likewise all needless and unsuitable introduction of 
that awful name, the LoR D thy Gop. Many, even 
of those who profess religion, oft violate this precept; 
they use their MakER's name as a mere exclama- 
tion. Such a practice is referred to by the avowedly 
profane, to justify, or at least. palliate, their own 
horrid blasphemies. We should ever retain in our 
mind those awful words, “It is impossible but that 
offences will come; but woe unto him through whom 
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they come.“ Upon whatever occasion the holy 
name of Gov is introduced without the deepest 
reverence and humility, it is taken in vain. The 
hypocrite, and the careless profane it, even in their 
pretended religious worship. Our blessed Loxp 
hath illustrated this precept in his admirable sermon 
upon the mount. “ I say unto you, swear not at 
all, neither by heaven, for it is Gop's throne ; nor by 
the earth, for it is his footstool; neither by Jerusa- 
lem, for it is the city of the great king. Neither shalt 
thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make 
one hair white or black. But let your communica- 
tions be yea, yea, nay, nay, for whatsoever is more 
than these, cometh of evil.“ T We learn from these 
words, that we should be careful how, and what we 
speak. And the more so, as the Lok pD saith, 
& Verily, I say unto you, that every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment; for by thy words thou shalt 
be justified, and by thy words thou chalt be con- 
demned.“ Saith St. James, “ Above all things, my 
brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, nor by the 
earth, nor by any other oath; but let your yea, be yea; 
and your nay, nay, lest ye fall into condemnation.”} 
This command may be considered as prohibiting all 
profanencss of conversation; all needless introduction 
of the divine name. It requires that the great 


* St. Luke, ch. xvii. ver. 1. 7 St. Matt. ch. v. ver. 34 to 3). 
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and holy name be always repeated with a due sense 
of his majesty to whom it refers. It doth not 
appear that any thing therein contained prohibits a 
a solemn appeal to Gop as to the truth of that testi- 
mony which is borne in a court of judicature, Yet 
it must be considered, that oaths among us have lost 
much of their solemnity by their needless frequency, 
and the trifling manner in which they are introduced. 
There is but too much occasion for the query of 
the poet : 


And hast thou sworn on every slight pretence, 
*Till perjuries are common as bad pence ; 

While thousands, careless of the damning sin, 
Kiss the book's outside, who ne'er look within.“ “ 


An obedience to this command is enforced by a 
denunciation of vengeance against each offender. 
«© The LoxD. will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain.” He will consider and treat him 
as a guilty character, who shall profane his awful 
name. Disobedience to Gop will be followed by 
punishment. The divine law is guarded by the 
most awful sanctions. And the great lawgiver will 
execute upon the rebellious his menaced vengeance. 
It is written, “ As he loved cursing, so let it come 
unto him; as he delighted not in blessing, so let it 
be far from him. As he clothed himself with cursing 
like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels 


* Cowper, 
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like water; and like oil into his bones. Let it be unto 
him as the garment that covereth him, and for a girdle 
wherewith he is girded continually.”* To hear of 
such vengeance is dreadful; but how much more so, to 
fall under the stroke thereof, Thou rash and inso- 
lent child of dust, who art invoking the ALMIGHT 
to deprive thee of sight, to curse thy members, 
what would be thy state should God in just displea- 
sure, seal with his fiat, thy wicked execration ? Thou 
madman, who art calling upon that vengeance which, 


even now, is ready to overwhelm thee, to anticipate 


its awful stroke, by consigning thee to immediate 
destruction; think how dreadful thy state, should 


God fulfil thine imprecation. If thou departest this 


life impenitent; he will accomplish it. For © the 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget Gop.” Let the prophane be admonished; 
let each be cautious, that he no more take the name 
of Gop in vain; for “ the Lox will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 


The next precept which occurs, hath respect 
unto the sabbath day. 


&© Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy: 
six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work; but 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the Loxp thy Goo, 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 


— 


Psalm, cix. ver. 17, 18, 19. 
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nor thy daughter ; thy man-servant, nor thy maid- 
servant; nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is 
within thy gates.” Surely this command is not unrea- 
sonable. He who freely gives us all our time, may 
well require that so small a portion as a seventh part 
of it should be consecrated to his service. We are 


taught in the word of Gop how the sabbath should 


be kept. Turn away thy foot from the sabbath 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lo Rp, honourable; 
and honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words.”* Many, if we may judge from their con- 
duct, consider the sabbath as a day set apart fox 
finding their own pleasure. When expostulated with, 
they reply, We are closely confined during the 
whole week, by the avocations of business ; and, 
therefore, excepting the Sunday, we have no time for 
the enjoyment of needful relaxation. In your opi- 
nion, then, it is more proper to encroach upon the 
single day which Gop requires for his service, than 
any part of the remaining six which ke gives you for 
the care of your temporal concerns; and you esteem 
disobedience to a positive command of Go p, to be a 
less evil than a temporary relaxation from business 


during the days of labour. The apology is equally 


vile with the fault; and to those who can urge it, the 
language of scripture may be applied, I perceive 


* Isaiah, chap. lviu. ver, 13, 
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that ye are in the gall of bitterness and the bond of 
iniquity.”* To keep holy the sabbath duty, requires 
somewhat more than a mere attendance upon the house 
and public ordinances of Gov. Ere we enter the 
holy temple, we should pour out our souls in prayer 
unto that sovereign LoxpD from whom alone cometh 
the preparation of the heart. We should request that 
we may be enabled to offer up a sacrifice well-pleasing 
and acceptable to Gop through our LoxD IESUs 
Cnr1sT; that he would give the minister grace to 
speak, and ourselves to hear the important truths of 
the gospel, so that our souls may receive benefit, and 
his name glory. Having thus requested the divine 
presence and blessing, we should enter the house of 
the Loxyd. We should go up to the temple at the 
hour of prayer; and not by a late attendance disturb 
the whole assembly, and excite a suspicion that we do 
no greatly regard the former part of the divine wor- 
ship. Our conduct in the house of Gop must be 
regulated by that sacred precept, Keep thy foot 
when thou goest to the house of Gop, and be more 
ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools, for 
they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with 
thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter 
any thing before Gop, for Gop is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth, therefore let thy words be few.“ T 
While we are within the sacred walls, let our deport- 
ment be grave and solemn, our position, such as the 
nature of the service requires. If engaged in 


* Acts, chap, viii. Ver. 23. + Eccl, chap, V, VET, I, 2, 
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prayer, kneeling will be most expressive of our 
inward humility. If in praise, it appears more suita- 
ble that we should stand. If we are hearing the word 
of Gop, it will be more convenient for a serious at- 
tention unto what is delivered, that we sit. Those 
who affect a singularity in their position ; who will 
sit, when the assembly around them are kneeling in 
prayer, or standing to praise the Gop of all mercies, 
at least discover a want of respect and attention. 
And however it may be true, that religion doth not 
consist in posture, form, or ceremony, yet it is to be 
observed, that © Gop is not the author of confusion, 
but of order, as in all the churches of the saints.”* 
When we depart from the house of Gop, it behoves 
us to retire from the world and meditate upon the im- 
portant truth we have heard, to examine our hearts 
and lives by the sacred precepts; and offer up our 
prayers unto the Lox D, that his word which hath 
been spoken, may be attended with his blessing. 


Having thus addressed our FaTtuzr which seeth 
in secret, we should collect our families; examine 
them respecting the truth they have been taught, 
instruct them so far as we are able, in the good things 
of Gop; and unite with them in prayer that the 


Fa . Lorp may bless the means of grace unto their salva- 


* It will be perceived, that what is here said can only 
refer to the custom of the established church, which ought to be 
regarded by those who attend her worship. The Author has 


neither right, nor inclination to prescribe for those of a different 
communion, | 
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tion. Many who hear the word of Gop with appar- 
ent seriousness and attention, seem, nevertheless, to 
forget it when they leave the holy temple. They 
mingle in the most frivolous conversations, criticise 
the conduct and deportment of others; while they 
neither examine, nor censure the improper disposI- 
tions of their own hearts. But this is not to keep 


holy the sabbath day. 


The sabbath is called a day of rest; not merely of 
cessation from bodily labour, or the necessary duties 
of our respective temporal employments; but a season 
ol repose and joy to the soul. Such the true belie- 
ver finds it. He experiences the accomplishment of 
the divine promise; “ Thus saith the Loxp unto 
the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and chuse the 
things that please me, and take hold of my covenant; 
even unto them will I give in mine house, and within 
my walls, a place and a name, better than of sons and 
of daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
that shall not be cut off. Also to the sons of the 
stranger, that join themselves to the LoRD, to serve 
him, and to love the name of the Loxp, to be 
his servants; every one that keepeth the sabbath 
from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant, even 
them I will bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt 
offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon 
mine altar ; for mine house shall be called an house 
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of prayer for all people..“ How delightful a day is the 
sabbath to those whom the Lox p thus blesses. They 
are glad of such an opportunity to retire from the cor- 
roding cares of this evil world, and devote themselves 
to prayer and meditation upon the glories of God their 
RED EEMuER. Such are happy to begin in the courts 
of the Lo RD's earthly temple, that solemn and glori- 
ous sabbath which they shall hereafter celebrate in 
the new and heavenly Jerusalem. Their privilege it 
is, to meet Gop in all the ordinances of his ap- 
pointment; and to experience in the manifestations of 
his reconciled countenance, a foretaste and pledge of 
that complete felicity which shall be their everlasting 
portion. Ye highly favoured sons of Gop, go on 
your way rejoicing. Soon will the glorious period 
arrive, wherein you shall be for ever delivered from 
sin and sorrow; wherein, from celebrating the sab- 
bath of Gop upon earth, you shall be translated 
to solemnize a blessed sabbath in heaven. There 
your assembly will not be defiled by the presence of 
sinners; your devotion not disturbed by the levity 
and inattention of careless professors, nor your 
hymns of praise rendered languid or cold by the 
power of in- dwelling sin. Happy, happy time ! We 
long, we faint for thine arrival! Hasten your course, 
ye revolving years; bring on speedily that glorious 
morn, the birth day of heaven and earth, which shall 
commence the everlasting sabbath! Come quickly, 


* Isaiah, chap. Ivi, ver. 4 to 7. 
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O blessed Lon D JEsvs ! Hasten, if it be thy will, 
the time of thy second appearance, without sin unto 
Salvation ! 


To the children of this world, the sabbath must 
prove a wearisome day. Their language 1s, when will 
the sabbath be ended, that we may set forth wheat? 
These have no relish for heavenly food; while, there- 
fore, with loathing and contempt they refuse that 
glorious feast which the Loxp hath provided; they 
devour with rapacious eagerness the meats of death; 
yea, they greedily swallow intoxicating potions of 
worldly pleasure, though assured that poison lurks in 
the sparkling glass. May Gos in mercy convert their 
Souls, and bring them forth into the paths of righte- 
ousness for his name's sake! 


The reason which the Loxp hath been pleased 
to assign for the sanctification of the sabbath, is 
declared in the close of our text. For in six days 
the LoRD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is, and rested on the seventh day : 
wherefore the LoxpD blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it.” The sabbath then was originally designed 
to commemorate the power and goodness of Gop as 
displayed in the work of creation. The observance 
thereof was ordained long before the promulgation 
of the law upon mount Sinai: it is written, On 
the seventh day Gop ended his work which he had 
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made. And Gop blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it, because that in it, he had rested from 
all his work which Gop created and made.“ We 
learn, hence, the perpetual authority of this com- 
mandment, which is in fact, no more than a con- 
firmation of an ordinance long before instituted. 
Previous to our blessed Lorpy's incarnation, the 
sabbath was celebrated on the seventh day, with re- 
ference to the accomplishment of creation. But since 
his resurrection, which took place on the first day of 
the week, that hath generally been sanctified as the 
Christian sabbath. Those christian assemblies of 
which the scripture gives account, were held on the 
first day of the week. Most of the interviews with 
which our REDEEMER favored his disciples, after his 
resurrection, occurred on the same day. It is written, 
& Then the same day at evening, being the first 
day of the week, when the doors were shut, where 
the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, 
came IEsus and stood in the midst of them; and 
Saith unto them, Peace be unto you.” And when 
he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands, and 
his side ; then were the disciples glad when they saw 
the LoR D.“ T Upon the authority of these high ex- 
amples, and to commemorate that blessed event, the 
resurrection of the Saviour, we celebrate the first 
day of the week instead of the seventh, as the sab- 
bath of the Loxp. The assembly wherein Eutychus, 


Gen. Ch. ii. ver. 2, 3. + St. John, ch. xx. ver. 19, 20. 
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who St. Paul afterwards restored to life, fell down 
asleep, and was taken up dead, was held upon 
this day. Saith the sacred historian, . Upon the first 
day of the week, when the disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to 
depart on the morrow, and continued his speech until 
midnight. And there were many lights in the upper 
chamber where they were assembled together. And 
there sat in a window a certain young man named 
Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep; and as 
Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, 
and fell from the third loft, and was taken up dead. 
And Paul went down, and fell upon him, and em- 
bracing him said, trouble not yourselves, for his life 
is in him.““ It hath been supposed that the Apostles 
received commandment from the Lon p to celebrate 
the first day of the week as their sabbath. It appears 
natural to apprehend, that such a practice would not 
have prevailed so early, and so constantly in the 
christian church, had it not been enforced by some 
weighty considerations. If the blessings of complete 
redemption are revealed in the heart, they will afford 
Sufficient reason to justify the observance of this as 
the day of rest. A believer knows that creation 
without redemption, is misery and ruin. He feels 
the love of CHRIST so constreining his heart, that he 
exclaims, Lox, I desire to devote unto thy service, 
not merely one seventh part of, but all my time. 


* Acts, chap. xx. ver. 7 to 11. 
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I would © glorify thee in my body, and in my 
spirit, which are thine.” May we be such. 


The truth which hath been asserted will teach 
us that we are sinners ; for we have violated the holy 
law of Gop. Can we truly affirm, that we have 
never prophaned the name of the LoR D? Have we 
always been in the spirit of prayer when invoking the 
Supreme BEING in his temple? J fear that we have 
all, reason to adopt the humiliating acknowledgment, 
& Woe is me, for I am a man of unclean lips!” 
Have we always remembered the sabbath day to 
sanctify it? The nature of sabbath duty hath been 
in some degree explained; hath it been our en- 
deavor, by the divine assistance, to perform that 
duty aright? Are we constant in our attendance 
upon the house of Gop, and all the ordinances of 
the divine appointment? Have we also paid a 
diligent attention unto the private observance of the 
Lokbp's day? Is it our invariable practice to pray 
with, and instruct our families? Do we on this 
sacred day of rest, devote ourselves to the service 
of Gop according as he hath given commandment ? 
When we compare our practice with what we know the 
Lokp requires, we must feel that we have sinned 
and come short of the glory of Gop. If we are 
so convinced, and are therefore enquiring with anx- 
iety, What must I do to be saved?“ we have a 
ready answer. Believe on the Loxp IESUs 
CuxisrT, and you shall be saved.“ © He is able to 
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save unto the uttermost them that come unto GO 


by him, seeing that he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for them.“ 


We pray that Gop will be merciful unto us, 
and forgive us our sins; that he will send down his 
HoLy Se1K1T, to convert our souls; that he will so 
write his law in our hearts as to enable us, hence- 
forth, to reverence his holy name, to remember the 
sabbath, day to sanctify it, and in his own good time, 
may he admit us to his kingdom and glory in heaven, 
there to celebrate an eternal sabbath, through our 
Io RD Jzsus CHRIST. Amen! 
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EXODUS, chap. xx. ver. 12. 


Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may 


be long in the land which the LORD thy GOD 
giveth thee. 


Tuts is the first of the divine commandments which 
respects the reciprocal duties of humanity. It is a 
precept of peculiar importance, as the existence of 
domestic happiness, no less than the maintenance of 
that due subordination, so requisite to the peace and 
welfare of civil society, depend upon the observance 
thereof. Where unruly spirits display their strife 
and turbulence, domestic tranquility cannot dwell. 
Nor will those who fail in duty to their parents be 
remarkable for their obedience to magistrates, gover- 
nors, or princes. 


In order that we may comprehend the nature 
and extent of this precept, we must introduce the 


various interpretations of the term, “ Father,” as it 
occurs in holy scripture. We observe that this ap- 


pellation, is referred unto Go p. It is written, Have 
we not all one FaTHER; hath not one Gop created 
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us ?”* And we are taught in the LoRpD's prayer, to 
address Gop as Our FATHER.“ This word is 
also applied unto those whose ministry Gop hath 
been pleased to bless, as a means of converting the 
soul. Saith the Apostle, Though ye have ten 
thousand instructors in CHRIST, yet have ye not 
many fathers; for in CuRISTH Jzsvus have I begotten 
you, through the gospel.“ T The word “ father,“ is 
also descriptive of an earthly parent, which is its pri- 
mary signification in the text. Honour thy father 
and thy mother.“ We shall explain this precept with 
reference to our parents, our ministers, and our Gov. 


First, With regard to our parents. This precept 
requires that we honour them, not merely by the out- 
ward shew, and profession of obedience, but by a ready 
compliance with all their just and lawful commands. 
In some cases, disobedience to parents may become a 
virtue. Our first duty is to God. We are bound, by 
every sacred obligation, to obey his will, Whatever 
interferes with our obedience to that must be disregard- 
ed, even though the voice of a parent should urge our 
compliance. This assertion will not be thought im- 
proper by those who recollect that our blessed Lo RD 
hath said, He that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me.“ T It doth not follow 
hence, that a child may refuse to obey, merely be- 


* Mal. chap. ii. ver. 10 + 1 Cor. chap. iv. ver. 15. 
} St, Matt. chap. x, ver. 37. 
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cause he judges the command of his parent improper. 
We would remind our young friends, that what they 
think improper, is often found to be right and fit. As 
yet their youth and inexperience render them incapa- 
ble of forming a correct opinion ; they must, therefore, 
necessarily submit to the guidance and instruction of 
others. And who is so likely to direct with affectionate 
care, to the best path, as a parent? In most cases their 
superior wisdom and prudence forbid a supposition 
that they err in judgment. And in every situation, 
parental love and tenderness compel us to believe, 
that the happiness and advantage of their children are 
what they desire to promote. Honour, therefore, 
your parents, by a cheerful performance of what they 
require, nor suffer the repining murmur of discontent 
to excite in their minds a suspicion that the perform- 
ance of your duty is a painful task. If you thus 
grieve their hearts, you sin against Gop, who will by 
no means clear the guilty. This precept also enjoins 
that children provide for the maintenance of their pa- 
rents, if need so require. Our blessed Lo RD severely 
reproved the Jews, because they had so explained this 
commandment as to release the child from the obliga- 
tion of supporting his parents. He saith, © Full well 
do ye reject the commandment of Gop, that ye may 
keep your own tradition; for Moses 'said, Honour 
thy father and thy mother ; and whoso curseth father 
or mother, let him die the death. But ye say, If a 
man shall say it is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by 
whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me, he shall 


0 
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be free; and ye suffer him no more to do ought for 
his father or his mother. Making the word of Gop 
of none effect through your tradition which ye have 
delivered, and many such-like things do ye.“ | 


The Jews often devoted some part of their pro- 
perty as a corban, or offering, for the service of their 
temple. This practice, which, in its first institution, 
was truly excellent, they afterwards perverted to the 
basest purposes; for, in their degenerate ages, if a 
man made a sacred oblation of that which should have 
maintained his wife or his parents, they affirmed, that 
he owed them no subsistence. So great was their im- 
piety, that in order to elude the expence of maintain- 
ing their parents, they sometimes pretended to make a 
corban of their property when they really did not. 
The words of our Loxp, which I have recited, were 
intended to reprove this nefarious practice. 


We are also required to honour our parents, by 
a general perseverance in that line of conduct which 
is most likely to promote their comfort and happiness. 
An affectionate child will rather anticipate the desires 
of a parent, than remain inactive, till their order hath 
made his exertion a duty. He will be so studious of 
their inclinations, as to adopt that conduct which will 
preclude the necessity of a command. He will ab- 
Stain from those persons, places, and objects, which 


* St. Mark, chap. vii. ver. 9 to 13, 
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are disagreeable to his parents, however pleasant they 
may be to himself; and he will comply with their 
wishes, however repugnant to his own sentiments. 
Thus will he strive by every possible exertion, to 
promote their happiness, from whom, under Gov, he 
derives his own existence. Such is the nature and 
extent of that duty which the child owes to his 
parents. It is most probable that those who examine 
themselves upon this subject, in a suitable manner, 
will find sufficient cause for remorse and contrition, 
May God grant them repentance unto life; may he 
confirm the tender mind of youth by the influences of 
his divine Se1R1T, and guide their feet in the way 
which leadeth to eternal life! 


We are to contemplate the precept under present 
consideration with reference to the ministers of the 
gospel. Unto these, whom Gop is pleased to bless 
as the means of converting sinners, that expression, so 
often heard, Fathers in CHRIST,“ is properly 
applicable. The duty we owe to them is thus de- 
scribed by St. Paul. He saith, We beseech you 
brethren to know them which labour among you, and 
are over you in the LoxD, and admonish you, and to 
esteem them very highly in love for their work's 
sake.“ You should not wound the spirits, or ex- 
cite the alarm of your ministers, either by neglect- 
ing che sacred message they deliver, or by levity and 


* 1 Thes. chap. v. ver. 12, 13, 
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inattention, while they make known unto you- the 

ways of life. They watch for your souls, and being 
desirous that you may be saved, they preach the 
word, they exhort and rebuke, in season and out of 
season. Their diligence claims your respect; their 
solicitude on your account merits your affection. At 
least you should recollect the assertion of St. Paul: 
„He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, 
but Gop, who hath also given unto us his Horx 
SPIRIT,”* 


The word “ Father,” is frequently referred to 
Gop. The precept considered in this view, requires 
of us a constant and uniform obedience to the divine 
law. Men do not honour Gov by an ostentatious 
profession of religion, but by such a conduct as is 
agreeable to his revealed will. Saith our blessed 
LoR D, Herein is my FATHER glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.“ T And 
again, Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your FaTHtR 
which is in heaven.“ T Those who can look up unto 
God as their reconciled FAT HER, through CHRIST, 
will thus honour him. They are convinced that it is 
no more than their reasonable service. They recol- 
lect that their redemption was not accomplished by 
mere profession, but by actual obedience, suffering, 


* 1 Thess. chan. iv. ver. 8, + St. John, chap. xv, ver, 8, 
3 St. Matt. chap. v. ver. 16. 
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and death. This recollection constrains them to 
use their utmost endeavour to glorify Goo in their 
body, and in their spirit, which are his. Would Gop 
that all who assume the Christian name, were such! 
This precept, then, . Honour thy father and thy 
mother,” requires that our conduct towards our pa- 
rents, be dutiful and affectionate; to our ministers, 
kind and attentive; to our Gop, submissive and 
obedient. The Loxp enable us to comply with the 
requisition |! 


The text mentions a blessing we are to contem- 
plate for our encouragement in the performance of this 
duty. © Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long in the land which the LORD thy 
GOD giveth thee.” These words, which were spoken 
to the Jews, assured them, that if they were obedient 
unto the divine law, their days should be prolonged 
in the enjoyment of that good land which Gop had 
promised to their fathers. We are rather inclined to 
think that this declaration principally refers to the 
present life; because death was the penalty denoun- 
ced in case of disobedience to the command. It is 
written, „If a,man have a stubborn and rebellious 
son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or 
the voice of his mother, and that when they have 
chastened him, will not hearken unto them ; then 
Shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and. 
bring him out unto the elders of his city, and to the 
gate of his place; and they shall say unto the elders 
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of his city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he 
will not obey our voice ; he is a glutton and a drunk- 
ard. And all the men of his city shall stone him 
with stones that he die; so shalt thou put away the 
evil from among you, and all Israel shall hear and 
fear.”* Let the disobedient hear this and tremble. 
Though the penalty be not exacted by the arm of 
man, it very soon may by the mighty power of 
Gop, in whose hands are the issues of life and death. 
To all human appearance their hill may now stand 
strong; length of days may seem to be written in 
their florid countenance; yet they are not beyond 
the reach of Gov. He can instantly precipitate them 
into an untimely grave. And I will add, should they 
persist in rebellion, there is cause to fear that the 
divine wrath will shorten their days. Let them be 
obedient, and they shall live. If we consider 
the latter part of our text, as connected with that 
kindness and attention we owe to our “ spiritual 
pastors and masters,” it will be found expressive of 
the work of grace in the heart, which in the word of 
God is described as spiritual life. We have no in- 
tention to assert, that the work of grace cannot 
prosper in the soul, unless the minister be highly 
esteemed and honoured. But ve apprehend that 
confidence and affection between the people and their 
minister, are necessary to the comfort and edification 
of both. They vill exist, wherever Gop is pleased 


Deut. ch. xxi. ver. 18 to 21. 
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to bless his word. In this case the people will look 
up to their teacher as a spiritual father; their affec- 
tions will be drawn out towards him ; his heart will 
be attracted to them, the church will be happy, yea 
it will increase, for the word of the Lorp will run 


and be glorified in the salvation of many a precious 
soul. | 


If we consider the promised blessing with refer- 
ence unto that obedience we owe to Gop as our 
FaTHER, it is life. Not merely length of days in this 
world, but eternal life and glory in the world to come. 
Their days who honour Go» their heavenly FaTHER, 
will probably be long in the land. An irregular and 
intemperate life will accelerate the period of dissolu- 
tion. And it is said © that sinners shall be cut off;“ 

that the © meek spirited shall possess the earth, and 
be replenished in the abundance of peace.” More- 
over, it is written, “ Length of days is in her right- 
hand, and in her left-hand riches and honour.”* And 
again, My son, forget not my law, but let thine 
heart keep my commandments ; for length of days, 
and long life, and peace, shall they add unto thee.” t 
The language of St. Paul is to the same effect. 
He saith, © Godliness is profitable unto all things; 
having promise of the life that now 1s, and of that 
which is to come.“ T But we have asserted that in 


Prov. ch. iii, ver. 16. + Ibid, ver. 1, 2. 
A 


1 1 Tim. ch. iv. ver. 8. 
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this view, the promise extends beyond the present 
life. It may be understood as having reference unto 
that state of blessedness prepared for the people of 
God, of which the promised land, alluded to in the 
text, was a type. I do not, however, mean to assert 
that our righteousness either does, or can confer upon 
us an absoJute right unto the heavenly kingdom. 
Our only claim unto that, is derived from the Lozp 
Jesus CurIsT. Yet our obedience to the will of 
Gop must be considered as the most proper 
evidence that we partake of his salvation. And it 1s 
said, Without holiness, no man shall see the 
Lox.” Believers are described “ as elect, ac- 
cording to the foreknowledge of Gov the FATRHER, 
through sanctification of the SpiRITH unto obedi- 
ence.”* These shall attain unto eternal life. For it 
is written, But now being made free from sin, and 
become servants unto Gop, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life.“ Such, then, 
is the nature of the blessing which the Lox» hath 
been graciously pleased to connect with the observ- 
ance of the precept before us, which is described as 
& the first commandment with promise. 


From what hath been advanced, our youth may 
learn the nature and extent of duty to parents. 


* 1 Pet. ch. i. ver. 2. + Rom. ch. vi. ver. 22, 


T Eph. ch. vi. ver. 2. 
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Let them observe, that it consisteth not merely 
in profession, but in action; and that they are re- 
quired diligently to perform the same. Let them 
honour their parents in the Loxp; for his sake, 
which 1s right. 


Let them hear what Gov saith of the disobedi- 
ent. The eye that mocketh at his father, and 
despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
shall pick it out; and the young eagles shall eat it.“ 
The denunciation of vengeance, as well as the precept, 
proceeds from Gop; who is able to destroy body 
and soul in hell fire. We must not, therefore, say 
within ourselves, we have met with many instances of 
disobedience, but we never observed that such a pu- 
nishment followed as the result thereof. What, if the 
menace is to be spiritually understood, and should 
convey this idea, that Gop will deliver the disobedi- 
ent into the hands of Satan, who as © a roaring lion, 
goeth about seeking whom he may devour?” In this 
case, the consequence will prove truly awful. The eyes 
of the understanding will be darkened, the mind cloud- 
ed, and entangled by sin; and the fearful end, de- 
struction from the presence of the Lox, and the 
glory of his power. 


These declarations of God's vengeance, are not 
recited to alarm, or distress ; but to admonish our 


Prov. ch. xxx. Ver. 17. 
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youth. Let them avoid che evil, and they shall not 
incur the condemnation. If conscience reproves 
them as guilty, let them instantly apply unto Jzsvs, 


whose precious blood was shed for many, for the 
remission of sins. 


We have this day set before you, life and death, 
blessing and cursing. Life and blessing in the way 
of duty; death and cursing as the just recompense of 
disobedience. Choose ye, which ye will have. 


The duty which Gop requireth of you, hath 
been explained. Probably a conviction of your own 
infirmities, may cause you to say, who is sufficient 
for these things? To such a question we reply, our 
sufficiency is of GOD. The apostle saith, + I can 
do all things through Cux1sT which strengtheneth 
me.“ Have recourse to this friend of the spiritually 
poor and needy. Approach with boldness unto his 
throne of grace, that you may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need, 


He saith, „ Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.” Know that his grace is sufficient for you; his 
strength shall be made perfect in your weakness, 


Should we examine ourselves, only by that pre- 
cept which hath been elucidated, we shall find cause 
to adopt the humiliating declaration of the Apostle ; 
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& We all have sinned, and fallen short of the glory 
of Gop.“ We have violated this law. Such a 
reflection will impress our minds with the deepest 
humility and self-abhorrence. It may dispose us to 
adopt that affecting petition; © Loxp have mercy 
upon us; and incline our hearts to keep this law !” 
May this effect be produced in our souls. May we 
as Sinners, be brought unto JESUS, the only Savi- 
our! May we be made complete in him, who is 
the head of all principality and power. Then we 
shall not only hear, but obey the voice of Gop. 
Then shall we“ Honour our father and mother ;” 
and relying upon the Divine faithfulness, we may 
expect our * days to be long in the land which the 
Lok D our Gov giveth us!” 
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EXODUS, chap. xx. ver. 13 to 15. 


Thou shalt not kill ; thou shalt not commit adultery ; 
thou snalt not steal. 


Ix his epistle to the Romans, St. Paul makes the 
following very peculiar observation; *I had not 
known,” that is, perceived or been sensible of“ sin; 
but by the law.“ Men vill never experience a real 
conviction of sin, until the SPIRIT of Gop hath 
revealed the divine law in their hearts. Then they 
will adopt the language of the same writer, © I was 
alive without the law once; but when the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and I died.” Once I vainly 
thought myself alive unto Gop, but when the LoRD 
taught me the pure and spiritual nature of his law, 
I became sensible of the power of sin within me, 
perceived its malignity, and then all my hopes of 
attaining life by my own obedience vanished ; I dis- 
covered the wickedness of my nature, and thus “ J 
died.” 


The natural corruption, and spiritual ignorance 


Rom. ch, vii. ver. 7. 
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of men may be inferred from the precepts of the 
divine law. He must indeed be depraved, who can 
forsake the one living and true Gop ; profane his 


sacred name, and serve his own abominable lusts. 


What a proof of ignorance does he give, who 
worships a graven image; acknowledges as his Gop, 


a stock, or a stone, which his own hands have fashi- 


oned ; offers up his prayers and his praises unto that 


Which as it hath neither life nor power of exertion, 


cannot in the least assist him, Well is it said of 
those places where such a practice is found; © Surely 
darkness hath covered the carth, and gross darkness 
the people.“ * They feed on ashes; a deceived 
heart hath turned them aside, so that they cannot deli- 


ver their souls, nor say, is there not a lie in my right- 


hand ?** When we read the precepts contained in 
the text, we are constrained to say, how great is that 
depravity which hath given just cause for such prohi- 
bitions! Is man then indeed so lost, that to deter him 


from the commission of murder, a command must be 


given whose awful penalty is death? Are his passions 
so depraved, that the authority of heaven must inter- 
pose to refrain him from the foul crime of adultery? 
Hath he so little respect for his neighbour's pro- 
perty, that to secure it from his depredations, Gon 
must prohibit the act? He 1s worse than this. For 
the corruption and wickedness of human nature are 
not only such as to require these mandates, but 
even to overleap the sacred barrier, and trample 
under foot every one of the divine commandments, 
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Let not the observation be thought too severe. 
Look into the world; observe the manners of men. 
You will then perceive that the assertion is rather less 
than the truth. You will see vice triumphant, and 
religion Scorned by the majority as unworthy their 

regard. You will find that each saith to himself, I 
Shall have peace, though he walketh after the imagi- 
nations of his own evil heart. We pray Gop to 


interpose; and cleanse the thoughts of every heart, by 
the inspiration of his Hory SPIRIT! 


We shall explain the commandments we have 
recited in their regular order. May God open our 


eyes that we may see wondrous things out of his law.” 


The first precept which requires our attention is, 


& Thou shalt not kill.” 


We are here forbidden to deprive a fellow crea- 
ture of life. There is somewhat in the commission of 
murder so repugnant to humanity, that I trust there is 
no great necessity to enforce the prohibition in this 
respect. It is proper, nevertheless, that we be cau- 
tioned against those evil dispositions of envy, hatred, 
malice, and all uncharitableness. These are the 
seeds of murder. They terminate in deeds of blood- 
shed. We shall soon detest the man we envy. The 
desire to remove a detested object is natural. And 
if such a desire be suffered to prevail, we shall not 
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long be scrupulous as to the means of his removal. 
Watch, therefore, against such dispositions. Recol- 
lect that he who indulges them, is in the eye of hea- 
ven a murderer; for it is written, © Whosoever 
| hateth his brother, is a murderer; and ye know that 
no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.”* The 
Stain of blood was soon brought upon the earth. 
The first man ate of the forbidden fruit. His eldest 
son, under the influence of envy and hatred, slew his 
brother. When I read, „ Thou shalt not kill,” 
I am surprized at their conduct who wilfully and de- 
liberately make themselves the cause of untimely 
death to many thousands. War may be, and no 
doubt, frequently is a necessary evil; yet I confess I 
could not choose to be the person who should wantonly 
draw the sword, or prevent its being sheathed in the 
peace restoring close. There is every reason to sup- 


pose that such are, in the sight of Go p, answerable for 
all who shall be thereby slain. 


The command to respect the life of a fellow 
man, hath equal authority as a prohibition of that 
horrid, yet prevalent crime, self-murder. This is a 
sin which precludes all possibility of salvation. The 
goodness of Gop may favor him with an opportunity 
of repentance, who hath deprived his fellow of 
life. But the act of suicide, terminates the season 
of grace, and presumptuously intrudes the sinner into 


+ 1 John, ch. iii. ver. 15. 


the presence of Gop. He who is guilty in this 
respect, appears thus to address his maker : Thou 
hast dealt unjustly with me ; thou hast laid upon me 
more than I was able to bear; and I had no way of 
escape from an intolerable weight of misery, .except 
by shortening my existence. I now stand before 
thee, and I defy the utmost extent of thy wrath. 
Some persons represent this desperate conduct as an 
indication of courage. To me, I confess, it appears 
an evidence of extreme cowardice. A man of true 
courage will continue at his appointed post, he will 
not basely forsake it at the time of danger. What 
would you think of that officer, who should desert 
his station upon the enemy's approach? You would 
Judge it right that his life should atone for his deser- 
tion. If the motives of those who have committed 
this sin be enquired after, we shall find that fear and 
false shame were predominant. One hath committed 
crimes by which his life is forfeited to the laws of his 
country. He cannot bear to be exposed as a public 
sacrifice to offended justice; and therefore finds it 
convenient to elude the sentence of the law, by 
becoming his own executioner. How much better 
had he been ashamed to commit the crime which ex- 
posed him to such a penalty! Another hath dissi- 
pated his property at the gaming table. He has 
perhaps a numerous offspring; and hath lived in 
what the world calls an elegant manner. He 1s 
ashamed to meet his injured family. He desires to 
maintain his usual appearance; but cannot, and there- 
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fore hath recourse to suicide, that he may avoid the 
scandal of poverty inflicted by vice. And a third, 
more despicable than either, in order to preserve 
what men call honour, exposes himself to the dreadful 
necessity either of being murdered, or becoming a 
murderer. Had these persons been ashamed of the 
crimes they committed, as to have refrained there- 
from, they might have lived in respect, the ornament 
and blessing of society. 


The precept which forbids us to lift the hand of 
violence against our bodily life, is perhaps capable of a 
more extensive application. For surely, if it be unlaw- 
ful to kill the body, it is much more to destroy the soul. 
This is done by the indulgence of corrupt inclina- 
tions; by the love of the world, the inordinate desire 
of riches, and an eager pursuit after carnal pleasures. 
Hast thou considered, O sinner, that by transgression 
thou © losest thy own soul?“ Art thou not aware 
that the punishment denounced against sin, is no less 
than to be cast into the lake that burneth with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second death?“ If, 
therefore, thou desirest that thy spirit may for ever 
live with Gop in glory, we advise thee to abstain from 
sin; and we assure thee, that shouldst thou continue 
an unconverted character, © without doubt, thou 
$halt everlastingly perish.“ 


I am about to plead a cause which I know will 
expose me to the charge of great preciseness and 
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Singularity, I mean that of Gop's creatures, the 
beasts in the field. We read that Goo feedeth the 
young ravens that call upon him.“ All his creatures 
wait upon him, that he may give them their meat in 
due season, for his mercy is over all his works. 
We shall not therefore err greatly if we consider the 
sixth commandment as prohibiting that wanton 
cruelty which the brute creation so often expe- 
rience. Upon many occasions I have seen that 
noble and useful creature the horse, treated in the 
most barbarous manner; and J have thought, that it 
would be an act of justice to make the inhuman wretch 
suffer in his own person, that cruelty he exercises 
upon a much nobler animal. The same reflection 
hath likewise occurred to me respecting those crea- 
tures we are permitted to slay for our sustenance. 
It hath reminded me of St. Paul's assertion, * The 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth together in 
pain until now.” It may well groan and travail in 
pain, when it experienceth such cruel oppression 
from the tyrant man. It is written, © the merci- 
ful man is merciful to his beast.” We may be assured 
that Gop will one day bring those to a severe reckon- 
ing who manifest a contrary disposition. For he shall 
have judgment without mercy which shewed no 
mercy. As I have entered upon this subject, duty 
constrains me to bear a decided testimony against 
those fashionable, though cruel and therefore wicked, 
amusements of hunting and shooting. It is urged 
that the exercise is healthful and pleasant. To this 
3 
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we may reply, that the exercise and health are attain- 
able, without the cruelty of pursuing an affrighted 
though innocent animal, till in the experience of one. 
death, it hath suffered the torture of a thousand. To 
those who can assert the pleasure thereof, I shall say, 


that mind which can delight in misery and death, must 
be depraved indeed. 


If it be said, they were formed for our use and 
sustenance, I shall reply, true; but at the same time 
must add, that I have repeatedly perused the gracious 
charter which allows unto man the use of animal food, 
but it does not appear to contain any thing which 
justifies the murder of them for sport, and amusement. 
Let me. recite the grant. Every moving thing that 
liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb 
have I given you all things, but flesh with the life 
thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall you not eat.“ 
Doth this permission give the least countenance to 
cruelty toward the brute creation, doth it authorize 
men to destroy them merely for their own pleasure ? 
Certainly not. In the confirmation of this right, 
afterwards given to the children of Israel, we observe 
the same thing. Thou mayest kill and eat flesh in all 
thy gates whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, according 
to the blessing of the Loxp thy Gop which he hath 
given thee ; the unclean, and the clean may eat thereof 
as of the roebuck and of the hart. Only ye shall not 


* Gen. chap, ix. ver, 4. 
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eat the blood; ye shall pour it upon the earth as wa- 
ter.* You may kill for food, not for pleasure. 
However, 


“ Of this enough—but if the Sylvan youth, 
Whose fervent blood boils into violence, 

Must have the chace; behold, despising flight 
The rous'd-up lion resolute and slow, 
Advancing full on the portended spear. 

See the grim wolf, on him his shaggy foe 
Vindictive fix, and let the ruffian die. 

Or growling horrid, as the brindled boar 
Grins fell destruction, to the monster's heart 
Let the dart lighten from the nervous arm. 
These Britain knows not, give ye Britons then 
Your sportive fury pitiless to pour 

Loose on the nightly robber of the fold: 

Him from his craggy winding haunts unearth'd 
Let all the thunder of the chase pursue,” F 


It is requisite to offer a few observations upon 
the prohibition of blood as an article of food, which 
occurs in those portions of scripture we have recited. 
The following reflections appear to make it of per- 
petual authority. First, That Noah and his family, 
unto whom the use of animal food was first permitted, 
were cxpressly forbidden to eat blood. Second, 
That when the same privilege was afterwards conceded 
to the Jews, it was accompanied by a similar restric- 
tion. And Third, That long afterwards, when the 
Apostles wrote to the Gentile church, releasing them 


* Deut, chap. xii, ver. 15, 16, + Thomson's Seasons. 
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from all obligation to regard the ceremonial law, 
they repeated by the authority of Gop, the same 
prohibition, We shall introduce their decision. It 
seemed good to the Hory Gnosrt, and to us, to lay 
upon you no greater burden than these necessary 
things. That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, 
and from blood, and from things strangled, and from 


fornication, from which if ye keep yourselyes, ye 
shall do well.“ 


Such is the nature and extent of the precept: 
Thou shalt not kill. The penalty denounced against 
the disobedient, is death. It is written, “ Surely your 
blood of your lives will I require, at the hand of every 
beast will I require it, and at the hand of man, at the 
hand of every man's brother will I require the life 
of man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed; for in the image of Gop made he 
man. f Should those who have violated this com- 
mand die impenitent, they will be cast into outer 
darkness where is weeping and wailing and gnashing 
of teeth.” 


If we examine our own hearts respecting this 
prohibition as it hath now been explained, we shall 
probably be convinced that we have in some respect 
transgressed. If so, we may adopt the prayer of Da- 
vid, Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O Gov, thou 


* Acts, chaps xv. ver. 28, 29. Gen. Chaps ix. ver. 5, 6. 
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Gop of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud 
of thy rightcousness.* 


The next precept unto which our attention must 
be directed is this, Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery.” Our blessed Lox hath thus explained this 
commandment, “ Ye have heard that it was said by 
them of old time, thou shalt not commit adultery. But 
I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust after her, hath already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.“ How pure and extensive is the 
divine law? It requireth that even the heart be void 
of offence, | 


This injunction forbids all manner of unclean- 
ness; especially the prevalent sin of fornication, to 
the commission whereof many youth are indebted 
for injured property, a ruined constitution, and an un- 
timely grave. Their licentious conduct too well 
justifies the poet's assertion. 


«© They seem, if judg'd by their expressive looks, 
Deeper in none, than in their surgeon's books.“ 


We must here introduce the language of the 


wise monarch. The commandment is a lamp, 


Psalm, li, ver. 14. | + St. Matt. ch. v. ver. 27, 28, 
+ Cowper, 
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from all obligation to regard the ceremonial law, 
they repeated by the authority of Gop, the same 
prohibition, We shall introduce their decision. It 
seemed good to the Hol Grosr, and to us, to lay 
upon you no greater burden than these necessary 
things. That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, 
and from blood, and from things strangled, and from 


fornication, from which if ye keep yourselves, ye 
shall do well.“ 


Such is the nature and extent of the precept: 
Thou shalt not kill. The penalty denounced against 
the disobedient, is death. It is written, “ Surely your 
blood of your lives will I require, at the hand of every 
beast will I require it, and at the hand of man, at the 
hand of every man's brother will I require the life 
of man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed; for in the image of Gop made he 
man. Should those who have violated this com- 
mand die impenitent, they will be cast into outer 


darkness where is weeping and wailing and gnashing 
of teeth.” 


If we examine our own hearts respecting this 
prohibition as it hath now been explained, we shall 
probably be convinced that we have in some respect 
transgressed. If so, we may adopt the prayer of Da- 
vid, ** Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O Gos, thou 


Acts, chap. xv. ver. 28, 29. Gen. Chap. ix. ver. 5, 6. 
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Gop of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud 
of thy righteousness.“ 


The next precept unto which our attention must 
be directed is this, © Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery.” Our blessed Lo xp hath thus explained this 
commandment, * Ye have heard that it was said by 
them of old time, thou shalt not commit adultery. But 
I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust after her, hath already committed adultery with 
her in his heart.“ T How pure and extensive is the 
divine law ? It requireth that even the heart be void 
of offence, | 


This injunction forbids all manner of unclean- 
ness; especially the prevalent sin of fornication, to 
the commission whereof many youth are indebted 
for injured property, a ruined constitution, and an un- 
timely grave. Their licentious conduct too well 
justifies the poet's assertion. 


c They seem, if judg'd by their expressive looks, 
Deeper in none, than in their surgeon's books.“ 


We must here introduce the language of the 


wise monarch. The commandment is a lamp, 


Psalm, li, ver. 14. + St. Matt. ch. v. ver. 27, 28, 
+ Cowper, 
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and the law is light, and reproofs of instruction are 
the way of life to keep thee from the evil woman; 
and from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman, 
I. ust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let 
her take thee with her eyelids. For by mcans of a 
whorish woman a man 1s brought to a piece of bread; 
and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life. 
Whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh 
understanding; and he that doeth it, destroyeth his 
own soul. A wound and dishonour shall he get, and 
his reproach shall not be wiped away.*” The pe- 
nalty denounced against the violators of this law, 1s 
death. It is written, The man that committeth 
adultery with another man's wife, even he that com- 
mitteth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adul- 
terer, and the adulteress, shall surely be put to 
death.“ T Were this punishment inflicted, the crime 
of adultery would not so much prevail among us. 
Saith the Apostle, Whoremongers and adulterers 
Gop will judge.” And Gop saith, “Vengeance 


1s mine, I will repay.” 


The last command which requires our present 
attention, is Thou shalt not steal.“ 


This injunction requires that we know and 


Prov. ch. vi. ver, 23, to 26, 32, 33. Þ+ Lev. ch. xx. ver. 10. 


+ Heb. ch. xiii, ver. 4. 
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respect the sacred claims of our neighbour's property. 
It prohibits us, either by open violence, or secret arti- 
fice, to possess ourselves of another's right. It is, 
therefore, as much pointed against those scandalous arts 
of fraud and deception to which so many have re- 
course, as against open theft. He is less a villain, who 
with crape and pistol robs upon the highway, or under 
the covert of silent night, plunders his neighbour's 
dwelling, than he, who under the specious appearance 
of honesty, either defrauds or imposes upon his fellow. 
The Lo Rp hath prohibited this conduct. It is written, 
Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob 
him; the wages of him that is hired shall not abide 
with thee all night until the morning.“ Moreover it 
is said, Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant 
that is poor and needy, whether he of thy brethren, 
or of thy strangers that are in thy land, within thy gates. 
At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall 
the sun go down upon it; for he is poor, and setteth 
his heart upon it, lest he cry against thee unto the 
Loxd, and it be sin unto thee.“ T All those who 
withhold from others that which is their due, com- 
mit a species of robbery. But this commandment 
will admit of a more extensive application. If to 
withhold his due from a fellow creature be a species 
of theft, what must it be to deny the same unto 
Gop? Such a conduct is described in holy scrip- 
ture, as a robbery of Gop. It is vriten, Will 


* Lev, ch. xix. ver. 13. + Deut. ch, xxiv. ver. 14, 15s 
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a man rob Gop? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye say, wherein have we robbed thee?” That is, 
produce if you can an instance of this conduct. 
The reply is, “ in tithes and offerings.” Not merely 
in the payment of thoge tithes, or the offering of 
those sacrifices which the law requires; but in that 
conformity of our heart and life unto the divine wall, 
which is said to be © a sacrifice well-pleasing and 
acceptable to Gop,”” The conclusion of the verse 
is very awful. © Ye are cursed with a curse; for ye 
have robbed me, even this whole natian.”* Whatever 
is done in opposition to the revealed will of God is a 
robbery of him. It is withholding from him the ho- 
nour due unto his name. It is perverting his property 
which we all arc, from its legitimate use, to the service 
of Satan, 


The penalty annexed to the breach of this 
precept, considered with reference to our neighbour's 
property, is thus declared.“ If a man shall steal an 
ox or a sheep, and kill it, or sell it, he shall restore 
five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. If 
a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he 
die, there shall no blood be shed for him. If the sun 
be risen upon him, there shall be blood shed for him; 
for he should make full restitution. If he have no- 
thing, then shall he be sold for his theſt. If the 
theft be certainly found in his hand aliye, whether it 


Mal. ch. iii. ver. 8, 9. 
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be ox, or ass, or sheep, he shall restore double.” It 
is also said, If a man shall deliver unto his neigh- 
bour money or stuff to keep, and it be stolen out of 
the man's house, if the thief be found, let him pay 
double.“ If ve consider the command with re- 
ference to Gop; the penalty is more awful. He 
who disobeys it, will incur his displeasure, who is 
* able to destroy body and soul in hell fire.“ 


We have endeavoured to explain in a scriptural 
manner, the nature of those precepts contained in our 
text; and we have also faithfully exhibited the fatal 
result of an habitual neglect thereof. We cannot 
close our Lecture without recommending self-exami- 
nation with regard to each of them. With respect to 
the first, Thou shalt not kill.“ What is the re- 
port of conscience, guilty or not guilty? We trust 
that your hands are not defiled with human blood; 
we pray Gop to keep them clean. But have we 
never indulged those hurtful lusts which © drown 
men in perdition?” Have we never experienced nor 
indulged sentiments of malice and revenge? Saith 
our blessed LoR D, “ Ye have heard that it was said 
by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill, and whoso- 
ever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment. 
But I say unto you, whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause, shall be in danger of the 
judgment; and whosoever shall say to his brother, 


* Exod, ch. xxii. ver. 1 to 4, and 3. 
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Raca, shall be in danger of the council; but whoso- 
ever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell 
fire. Awful words to the guilty ; are we such? 


Again, with respect to the next commandment : 
5 Thou shalt not commit adultery.” You have 
heard our Lok p's explanation of it; Doth con- 
science acquit us? Can we truly say, I am clean? 


Lastly, with regard to the prohibitian, © Thou 
shalt not steal,“ Are we guiltless in this respect? 
Possibly an internal principle of honesty hath kept us 
from an open violation of our country's laws; hath 
taught us to regard as sacred, our neighbour's pro- 
perty. But have we been always studious to ren- 
der unto each his own; “ tribute to whom tri- 
bute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 
whom fear ; honour to whom honour is due ?” Have 
we abstained from the unworthy arts of fraud and 
deceit ? Have we constantly lived in obedience to the 
will of Gop? There is not one who can truly say, 
I have not offended. Blessed be Gop, there is 
mercy for penitent sinners. IEs Us CuRISTH died for 
the salvation of such; and “ he is able to save unto 
the uttermost them that come unto Gop by him.” 
Unto him therefore let us have immediate recourse, 
He vill not cast out any who come unto him. He 
saith, Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 


St. Matt. ch. v. ver. 21, 22. 
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waters; and he that hath no money, come ye, buy 


and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk, without 
money and without price,” * 


May it please Gop to make us a willing people 
in this day of his grace and power; may he convert 


our souls, and bring us forth in the path of righteous- 
ness, for his name sake! 


* Tsaiah, ch. lv. ver. 1. 
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EXODUS, chap. xx. ver. 16, 17. 


Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour ; 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 
Shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife: nor his man- 
Servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbours, 


Wr have often admired that fine expression of the 
Psalmist, “ the law of the Loxd is perfect.” The 
more we contemplate this sacred law, the brighter 
views shall we obtain of its absolute perfection. We 
Shall thus learn how well calculated it is, both to 
direct our conduct, and as “ our schoolmaster, to 
bring us unto CHRIST.“ For by convincing us of our 
sinful and helpless estate, it teacheth our need of a 
Saviour; and by its holy precepts, shews us how 
we ought to glorify the Gop of our salvation. The 
commandments we have recited, direct how we should 
regulate our conversation and deportment towards 
our neighbours. The former requires that we speak 
nought but the truth concerning them. © Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” 
If called upon to give a judicial testimony respecting 
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their character, let it be done with sincerity and truth, 
nor let us dare to assert any thing which we do not 
ourselves know to be the fact. For in some cases, 
the life, in all the welfare and happiness of our neigh- 
bour, are concerned. There are too many who to 
promote their own advantage, will not only speak an 
untruth, but eyen confirm it by an oath! In our 
courts of. judicature, indictments for wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury are by no means uncommon. This is 
an awful sign that the days are evil. To utter a 
falsehood is base; but a solemn appeal unto the Goo 
of truth, to establish a wilful lie, is a most horrible 
act of wickedness. 


This injunction doth not merely forbid us to 
bear false witness in a court of justice. It likewise 
prohibits all slander and misrepresentation of the truth. 
It is written, “ Thou shalt not raise a false report; 
put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrigh- 
teous witness,”* We must not be concerned either 
in the fabrication of falsehood, or in the diffusion of 
scandal. We should have no intereourse with those 
whose language is “ report, and we will report 
again.“ How many imaginations, and I may add 
tongues, would be at a loss for employment, were 
this precept duly regarded? In modern societies, the 
histories and characters of neighbouring families are 


* Exod, ch. xxili. ver. 1. 
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the ordinary subjects of conversation; and often, 
most is said concerning those of whom the least is 
known. Characters are censured and degraded; con- 
duct and conversation misrepresented; wilful false- 
hoods are asserted, and whole families are condemned 
without an opportunity of defence. Such a con- 
duct hath in it peculiar malignity and wickedness. 
It is base and cowardly in the extreme. If you 
object to the character or conduct of your neigh- 
bour, it is your duty with candor and affection, 
to acquaint him with your objection. Thus you 
will afford him an opportunity either to justify his 
conduct, or retract his error. Thus will you act 
as Gop commands. He saich, „If thy brother 
shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault 
between thee and him alone; and if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother: but if he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, . 
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the church; but if he neglect 
to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
man and a publican.““ The commands of Goo, 
and the conduct of men are greatly at variance. So 
far are they from first relating to their brother in pri- 
vate, his fault, that they take care he shall hear it the 
last, and that in the most public manner, Thus like 


» St, Matt, ch, xviil, ver. 15 to 17. 


162 LECTURE X. 


base assassins, they stab his reputation. The un- 
conscious sufferer mingles in society, is surprised at 
the averted countenance, and contemptuous neglect 
of those around him; and is at last broken-hearted to 
hear, that the friend he fostered in his bosom, the 
man in whom his confidence was placed, hath been 
the viper by whose envenomed touch, his character, 
and consequently his comfort, hath been destroyed. 
Oh, had I power, I would expel these monsters from 
that society of which they are the bane; I would 
compel them to abide in solitude till they should 
learn to cease from slander and calumny ! 


We should ever be upon the watch against 
those who would engage our time and attention, by 
relating the concerns or describing the characters of 
others. The wise monarch hath described such per- 
sons, and taught what we must expect, if they receive 
from us the least encouragement. He saith, * the 
words of a tale-bearer are as wounds ; and they go 
down into the innermost part of the belly.”* And 
it is written, As a madman who casteth firebrands, 
arrows, and death, so is the man that deceiveth his 
neighbour and saith, Am not I in sport? Where 
no wood is, there the fire goeth out; so where there 
is no tale-bearer the striſe ceaseth. As coals are 
to burning coals, so is a contentious man to kindle 


* Prov. ch. xvin, ver. 8. 
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strife. Such persons, by their officious interference 
engender strife where divisions were never before 
known; where, but for them, mutual concord and 
harmony would prevail. They augment chose differ- 
ences which unhappily subsist, and oppose reconcilia- 
tion by obstacles which are almost insurmountable. 
Let those, therefore, who desire to preserve domestic 
and social happiness, discard all such characters from 


their society. 


The ninth commandment is intended to restrain 
every species of falsehood. No character is either more 
dangerous or more despicable than a liar. The vice of 
lying will not admit of palliation; he, therefore, who is 
habitually guilty thereof, is base and unworthy. The 
precept before us prohibits not only a lying testimony 
in the presence of the judge, but like wise all scandal 
and untruth. It is sanctioned by the most awful 
penalties. It is written, “If a false witness rise up 
against any man, to testify against him that which is 
Vrong, then both the men between whom the contro- 
versy is, stand before the Lok p, before the priests, 
and the judges that shall be in those days. And the 
judges shall make diligent inquisition; and behold, if 
the witness be a false witness, and hath testified falsely 
against his brother, then shall ye do unto him as he 
had thought to have done unto his brother; so shalt 
thou put away the evil from among you.“ Were 


* Prov. ch. xxvi. ver. 18 to 21, 
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this salutary law to be now enforced, we should 
not have so many instances of perjury. Indeed the 
sacred writer saith, “ those which remain, shall hear, 
and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more any 
such evil among you.““ 


If the precept before us be considered as a pro- 
hibition of slander and calumny, it is sanctioned by 
the menaced displeasure of God against the offender. 
Saith the Psalmist, ** What shall be given unto thee, 
or what shall be done unto thee, O thou false tongue? 
sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper.” 
And again, Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy 
tongue frameth deceit; thou sittest and speakest against 
thy brother, thou hast slandered thine own mother's 
son. These things thou hast done, and I kept silence; 
thou thoughtest that I was altogether such a one as 
thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set them in order 
before thine eyes.“ The Loxp may appear for a 
season not to observe the conduct of his enemies; 
and they, because his vengeance doth not instantly 
come upon them, think themselves secure from 
all his arrows. Such will, however, find that for- 
bearance is no acquittal, The most Hicn * will 
bring into judgment every work, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or evil.” „ Then shall 
the right aiming thunderbolts go abroad, and from the 


Deut. ch. xix. ver. 16 to 20. T Psalm, cxx. ver. 3, 4. 


} Psalm, I. ver. 19 to 21. 
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clouds, as a well-drawn bow, they fly unto the mark ;” 
for Gop will surely reprove the wicked, 


The crime and curse of the slanderer are thus 
delineated in holy scripture. * Thy tongue deviseth 
mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully, 
thou lovest evil more than good, and lying rather than 
to speak righteousness. Thou lovest all devouring 
words; O thou deceitful tongue. God shall likewise 
destroy thee for ever. He shall take thee away, and 
pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee 
out of the land of the living.““ If we consider this 
commandment as prohibiting the practice of that un- 
manly vice, lying, the penalty denounced against the 
transgressors is equally awful. It is written, „ but 
the fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
ide aters, and all liars, (whosoever loveth and maketh 
a lie) shall have their part in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.“ T 
May the Loxd take from us the way of lying, and 
cause us to make much of his law ! 


The precept we are next to explain, is Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbours's house; thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour's wife ; nor his man-servant, nor 
his maid-servant ; nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any 
thing that is thy neighbour's. | 


„Psalm, Iii. ver. 2 to 5, + Rev, ch, xxi. ver. 8. 
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This command requires that we do not covet, 
that is, desire the possession of our neighbour's house. 
The mansions of the rich, their splendid and conveni- 
ent abodes, appear desirable in the sight of many. 
They would gladly obtain that inheritance for them- 
selves. Such a desire is a sin against Gov. O man, 
be thine habitation poor as it may, and thine abode 
comfortless, yet hast thou much cause for thankfulness, 
none for envy. The worst of earthly dwellings is 
more than thou canst claim by just desert. Look 
around, observe, what numbers, with even superior 
merit, have not so many comforts as thyself. And to 
silence thy murmurs, recollect, that when thy SA vi- 
OUR, Who is“ Gop over all, blessed for ever,” 
dwelt among men upon earth, he had no settled habi- 
tation. For he saith, * The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head.”* If thine heart be 
right with Gop, thou wilt not perceive any thing in 
thy neighbour's house that thou shouldest covet it. 
In a short time thou wilt require no other chamber 
than a coffin; no apparel except a winding sheet and 
shroud ; no other abode than the grave. But if thou 
must be ambitious of a splendid and magnificent resi- 
dence, elevate thy thoughts above this world, and 
covet earnestly that “ house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, whose builder and maker i 
Gop.” The Loxp excite such a desire in thine 


* St. Matt. ch. viii. ver. 20. 
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heart! Weare also forbidden to covet our neighbour's 
wife. How lost must he be to those noble sentiments 
which are the best ornament of humanity, who can 
indulge so base a desire! And what must we think 
of that female, who deaf to the voice of conjugal and 
parental affection, can listen to the smooth speeches 
of a base seducer! Let the reproaches of conscience 
be their punishment ; when that shall awake, great 
will be their misery. In the sight of Gop, he who 
covets his neighbour's wife is as much an adulterer as 
he who actually seduces her. The Loxp seeth 
not as man seeth. For man looketh on the outside; 
but the Loxp looketh upon the heart.” Neither 
may we covet our neighbour's servants. If we ob- 
serve that they are diligent and attentive, honest and 
courteous, we should rejoice that our neighbour is 
well served; not wish for his servants, and much 
less should we attempt to seduce them by the 
prospect of emolument. This precept likewise 
enjoins that we do not covet either the cattle of 
our neighbour, or any of his property. Such is 
the frailty of human nature, that when we walk 
through pastures enriched by the bounteous hand of 
heaven, and behold the numerous flocks and herds 
grazing the tender herb, we desire the possession of 
them, And too often this desire is productive of un- 
Just and dishonest practices. He who would main- 
tain his integrity, must, by the help of Gop, watch 
over and restrain the wandering desires of the heart, 
If these are once allowed, they will soon impel us to 
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the commission of all iniquity. If our neighbours 
prosper, we should rejoice with them, and give thanks 
to Gop on their behalf; we ought not to behold 
them with an envious eye, as if we thought their suc- 
cess too great; or could desire them less prosperous 
that ourselves might be more so. 


Accursed thirst of gold; unto what wickedness 
hast thou given existence! Thou hast sharpened the 
assassins poignard. Thou hast mingled the deadly 
poison; thou hast severed the ties of blood and na- 
tural affection; thou hast rendered man more cruel 
to his fellow creature, than the fiercest of the savage 
tribes can be to each other. Impelled by thee, forth 
comes the nightly thief. Locks, bars, bolts, and the 
certainty of an ignominious death, if detected, are of 
no avail against him; rather than his covetgusness 
shall be disappointed, he vill lift the murderous steel 
against the defenceless life of sleeping innocence. 
Other vices have “ slain their thousands, but thou 
hast destroyed thy tens of thousands.“ Why should- 
est thou, O man, covet gold, or earthly possessions ? 
They may injure, but they cannot assist thee. Thou 
wilt soon be extended on the bed of sickness and 
death. In that dread hour, when thy parting spirit is 
hovering upon the confines of eternity, what advan- 
tage can thou derive from an earthly treasure? It can 
neither diminish thy pangs, nor protract for one mo- 
ment thy fleeting existence. But if acquired by 
unworthy means; if employed in the service of sin, 
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it will greatly aggravate the sorrows of that dark mo- 
ment. Thou must after death appear at the judgment 
seat of CHRIST. Thy riches will not plead for thee in 
his presence ; nor can they procure thine admission 
into the heavenly kingdom. Cease then from covet- 
ousness, Learn to be content with such things as 
thou hast; truſting in the goodness of Gop, who 
hath said, „I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee.” And know that if thou art blessed with the 
enjoyment of the Lok p's favor, thou art richer than 
the greatest monarch can be without it; even though 
a cottage with bread and water be all thy carthly 
treasure. 


St. Paul intimates that the tenth commandment 
is designed to controul every evil inclination of the 
human heart. He saith, * What shall we say then? 
Is the law sin? Gop forbid. Nay, I had not known 
sin, but by the law; for I had not known lust, 
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. But 
sin taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in 
me all manner of concupiscence.““ How could sin 
produce this effect by the commandment, unless it 
were designed to restrain all such concupiscence ? 
The pure and perfect nature of the divine law forbids 
us to doubt the fact, Such 1s the extent of this 
precept. 


The penalties ,which guard the other command- 


* Rom, ch, vii. ver. 7, 8. 
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ments, certainly sanction. this; and the same awful 
malediction is pronounced against those who shall 
dare to violate either of them. In the case of Achan, 
the sin of covetousness was punished with death. Some 
perhaps will say, we have always understood that he was 
executed for theft. But he declares that covetousness 
was the cause of that theſt; for * Achan answered 
Joshua and said, Indeed I have sinned against the 
Lord Gop of Israel: and thus, and thus have I 
done. When I saw among the spoils a goodly Baby- 
lonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, 
and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then 7 
coveted them and took them.”* Look not upon the 
world, nor parley with her when she appears smiling 
and attractive ; at that time fly, or thou art undone, 
Beware of covetousness; it was the ruin of Achan; 
and if thou givest place thereunto, it will destroy 
thee. It is written, ** He that is greedy of gain 
troubleth his own house.“ Wo to him that coveteth 
an evil covetousness to his own house, that he may 
set his nest on high; and that he may be delivered 
from the power of evil.“ And when the Apostle 
enumerates those sins which exclude men from the 
kingdom of Cop, he mentions this in the black cata- 
logue. He saith, „For this ye know, that no 
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man 
who ts an idolater, hath any inheritance in the king- 


dom of ChRISTH and of Gop. Let no man deceive 


you with vain words; for because of these things the 


Joshua, ch. vii. ver, 20, 21. 
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wrath of Gop cometh upon the children of disobedi- 
ence. * Such are the fatal consequences which re- 
sult from rebellion against this law of the Lo RD. 


We must recommend a serious and impartial 
self examination upon the subjects which have been 
discussed. The ninth commandment forbids us to 
bear false witness, to slander, and to lie. Doth con- 
science accuse us as guilty in either of these respects? 
I trust we have been preserved from the horrid sin of 
perjury ; but have we never spoken unadvisedly re- 
specting a neighbour ? Have we taken care that all 
our reports of others were founded in truth? Have we 
never spoken disrespectfully of a fellow creature to gra- 
tify our own petulance ? In all our conversation, have 
we preserved an inviolable regard to the truth? Have 
we never been guilty of intentional deceit ? Who can 
say I am innocent, I have not offended? We have 
cause to adopt the publican's cry, © Gop be merciful 
to me a sinner !” 


The tenth commandment 1s designed to restrain 
all covetousness, to bridle every 1mpetuous lust. 
Have we never beheld with an envious eye, the 
prosperous condition of our neighbour? Have we 
never coveted his goods? Have we always been 
studious to mortify the corrupt inclinations of an 
unsanctified heart? On the contrary, have we not, 
to the utmost of our power, endeavoured to gra- 
tity them? Have we not been content to live in 
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disobedience to Gov, though we could not be satis- 
fied till all our craving lusts were indulged ? Con- 
cerning these things we are indeed guilty ? 


At the close of our Lectures upon the ten com- 
mandments, this humiliating reflection occurs ; we 
have in some respect or other violated every one of 
them. Woe have sufficient reason to adopt that 
prayer, © Loxp have mercy upon us, and write all 
these thy laws, in our hearts we beseech thee!” As 
transgressors of the divine law, we are exposed to the 
penalty it denounceth against sin; we are under the 
curse. How sad, then, is our case. Thank Gov it 
is not desperate. There is a REDEEMER; ONE who 
& came to seek and to save that which was lost. He 
saith, I am not come to call the righteous, but 
Sinners to repentance.” If we refuse his invitation, 
we are undone. I trust, however, that we shall not so 
act. To whom should the sinner make application, 
but to the Saviour? Where should he go for 
pardon and peace, except unto Him whom Gop 
hath © exalted a PRINCE and Saviouk, to give 
repentance and remission of sins?“ May Gop in- 
cline our hearts to receive the blessed IESsUSVͤHF] may 
he pardon all our iniquities, and give us grace to walk 


before him in righteousness and true holiness all the 
days of our lite ! 
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PSALM, is, ver. 11. 


Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trem- 
bling, | 


Tur Psalm which containeth these words, refers to 
the kingdom of Cur1sT; and it describes the violent 


opposition which He should experience from them 
he came to seek and to save. 


„ Why do the heathen rage, and the people 
imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel against the 
Lob, and against his anointed ; let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.” 
Whatever men undertake in contradiction to the will 
of Gov, is vain and nugatory ; for his counsel shall 
Stand, he will do all his pleasure. Yet even the 
great and mighty of the earth were sufficiently weak 
to embark in so futile an expedition. They united in 
defiance of the divine authority, they strove to coun- 
teract the purposes of Gov. Among these was the 
emperor Julian, who is distinguished in history by the 
term “ apostate. This prince, before his exaltation to 
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the imperial dignity, was professedly a Christian. No 
sooner was he seated upon the throne, than he became 
an avowed pagan, and violent opp oser of the gospel. 
He attempted, in defiance of our blessed Lox p's 
prediction, to rebuild the temple of Jerusalem. To 
accomplish this undertaking, he spared neither pains, 
nor expence. But the Apostate was disappointed. 
For * while the labourers were engaged in the work, 
on a sudden, dreadful balls of fire broke out from the 
ground where the foundations were laid ; and con- 
suming the works, made the place inaccessable, so 
that he was compelled to relinquish his design.” How 
vain a thing it is to oppose Gop! His enemies shall 
be destroyed. It 1s related, that a Christian once in- 
solently questioned by an heathen philosopher who 
was intimate with Julian, What he thought the 
Carpenter's son might be employed in?” replied, 
© Know thou wretch, that the Go Dp who made heaven 
and earth, whom in contempt thou callest the carpen- 
ter's son, is preparing a cofhn for thy disciple Julian.“ 
Very soon after this, the apostate emperor was mortally 
wounded. He is then said to have caught in his hand 
the blood as it flowed from his wound, which he threw 
up into the air with these remarkable words, Thou 
hast conquered, O Galilean!” Thus was he com- 
pelled to acknowledge in death, the power of that 
anointed ON x, whose predictions he had attempted to 
invalidate. Saith the Psalmist, “ He that sitteth in 
the heavens shall laugh, the Lo RD shall have them in 
derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his 
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wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure; yet 
have I set my KING upon my holy hill of Zion.“ 
You have made great exertions to prevent the ac- 
complishment of my purposes; you have set your- 
selves in array together against the establichment of 
my kingdom ; but notwithstanding the efforts of your 
malevolence, I have seated my Son upon his throne, 
and he shall reign for ever and ever.” © Be wise 
now, therefore, O ye kings; be instructed, ye judges 
of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling. Kiss the Sox, lest he be angry, and 
80 ye perish from the right way, when his wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that trust in 
him.” Admonished by the destruction of others, 
make your submission unto the Loxp's anointed ; 
the king of saints. Acknowledge him as your LorDp 
and your Gop. So shall you be blessed with the 
enjoyment of his favor upon earth, and the possession 
of his glory in heaven, Serve the Lon p with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling.” 


In the prosecution of our Lecture upon these 
words, we shall adopt the following method. 


First, We shall endeavour to explain the nature 
of that duty to Gop which is here required. 


Second, We vill contemplate the dispositions of 
mind with which this duty must be performed; “ with 
fear and trembling.” 
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Third, We shall direct you unto him from 
whom alone cometh the will and power to do that 


which is right, that you may thus * serye the Loxp 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” 


May the D1vine presence sanctify our medita- 
tion upon these important subjects ! 


First, We are to explain the nature of that 
duty to Gop which is here required. 


Two things are here introduced as constituting 
our duty towards Good ; service, that is, obedience 
and joy. The obedience unto Gop which is here 
required consists, first, in the belief of his holy word 
and gospel, with a chearful submission to the same. 
St. Paul saith, * God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my Se1R1T in the gospel of his Sox.““ That 
is, whose gospel I believe, and whom I obey as the 
preacher and apostle of his word. Faith in CHRIST 
is a duty we owe unto Gop, It is written, * This 
is his commandment, That we should believe on the 
name of his Son JEsus CuRIST. “ And again, 
& Without faith it is impossible to please Go p. 
We infer from these scripture declarations that the 
obedience of faith to the glorious gospel, is part of 
our duty towards Gop. The obedience named in 


* Rom, ch. i. Ver. g. + St. John, ch, iii. ver, 23. 
} Heb, ch. xi, ver, 6, 
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the text is also expressive of that homage which we 
owe unto JEHovVan as our CREATOR and Prtx- 
SERVER. In the sacred writings the word © serve“ 
is frequently applied to the act of religious worship. 
It is recorded of one Anna, who was a prophetess, that 
she departed not from the temple, but served Gop 
with fastings and prayers, night and day.“ And the 
Psoalmist saith, . Confounded be all they that serve 
graven images; worship him all ye gods.“ T As we 
are nourished by the bounties of his Divine PRo- 
VIDENCE, in whom we live, and move, and have our 
being, it is our duty, at least, to offer up our daily 
supplications for the continuance of our blessings. 
And if we have a proper sense of the mercies we have 
received at the hand of Gop; our grateful hymns of 
praise will constantly ascend to the giver of every 
good and perfect gift. He saith indeed, Offer 
unto Goo thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the 
most H1icn; and call upon me in the day of trouble, 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. Whoso 
offereth praise, glorifieth me; and to him that or- 
dereth his conversation aright, will I shew the salva- 
tion of Go p. 


The service which the text requires is like wise 
expressive of that conformity in heart and life unto 
the divine will, which every believer should strive to 


* St. Luke, ch. ii, ver. 37. + Psalm, xcvii. ver. 7. 


} Psalm, 1, ver. 14, 13, 23. 
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maintain. Saith the Apostle, “ I beseech you therefore 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to Gop, 
which 1s your reasonable service.”* This conformity 
unto the divine commandments, is not only to be ex- 
emplified upon some certain occasions, or in a few 
particular actions. It must be general. Saith our 
blessed Lo RD, Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
FarhER Which is in heaven.” F To persevere in such 
a conduct is our duty, and surely if our hearts are 
sanctified by grace it will be our practice. It is 
written, “the grace of Go p which bringeth salvation 
hath appeared unto all men; teaching us that deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 


The text requires that our service of God, be 
enlivened by an humble joy in him. We find many 
similar exhortations in the sacred writings. Saith the 
Apostle, “ Rejoice in the Lox alway, and again I 
I say, rejoice.“) Many of those who now go on their 


way weeping, may think this a difficult command, 


They see great cause of sorrow, and perhaps feel but 
little disposition to rejoice. Yet have such a right to 
be thankful; they shall come again with joy, and 
bring their sheaves with them. Blessed are they that 


Rom. ch. X11. ver. 1. St. Matt. ch. v. ver. 16. 


7 Titus, ch. ii. ver. 11, 12. $ Philip. ch. iv. ver. 4. 
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mourn, for they shall be comforted.” If we contem- 
plate the various blessings which the Lox» hath con- 
ferred upon us, we shall find in them the most ample 
cause for joy and gratitude. It is he that hath made us, 
and not we, ourselves. He hath given up his Sox to 
death for our salvation. If we have received Cu RIS 
as our SAVIOUR, It is by the working of his mighty 
power; and we trust that he will keep us through 
faith unto salvation. To those who are thus distin- 
guighed by the divine mercy, the Psalmist saith, 
* Rejoice in the Lord ye righteous, for praise is 
comely for the upright.““ If they who under the 
influence of the Sy1r1T of adoption are enabled to 
address Gop as their reconciled Fatutr through 
CuxrisT JesuUs our LorD, do not rejoice in him, 
who will, and who indeed can? Their joy shall be 
in the Lord. Praise is comely for them. Being 
Justified by faith, they have peace with Gov through 
the dear ReverMtR. They are truly blessed, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. And shall not such 
characters rejoice in the Loxp? Yea, they will. 
For the apostle saith, Whom having not seen, ye 
love; in whom, though now ye sce him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full 
of glory ; receiving .the end of your faith, even the 
salvation of your souls.“ Such is the nature of tha- 
duty to Gov which the text enjoins. If we recur to 
the Catechism which describes our duty towards Gop, 


Psalm, xxx111, ver. 1, + 1 Pet. ch. i. ver. 8, 9. 
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we shall observe its perfect harmony and concord 
with what hath been advanced upon the subject. 
Saith our text, © Serve the Loxp with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling.” The nature of the service 
here required is spiritual, It consisteth in a belief of 
the gospel, the worshipping of Gop in the act of 
prayer and praise; the serving him with an uniform 
obedience to his commandments, and rejoicing before 
him from a grateful sense of h:s unbounded good- 
Saith our Catechism, © My duty towards 
God is to believe in him, to fear him, and to love 
him with all my heart, with all my mind, with all my 
soul, and with all my strength. To worship him, to 
give him thanks, to call upon him; to honour his 
holy name and his word, and to serve him truly all 
the days of my life.” 


ness. 


This beautiful summary of the commandments 
in the first table, which respect our duty to Gop, 
includes each of those subjects we have introduced. 
Faith was spoken as part of the service which the 
Lord requireth ; here we are taught to say, © My 
duty towards Gop is to believe in him.“ And it is 
written, “ He that cometh to Gop must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of all them that 
diligently seek him.”* In the same manner we speak 
of religious adoration. Here we acknowledge that 
worship is our duty to Go p. And holy scripture saith, 


* Heb, ch, Xl, ver. 6. 
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Thou shalt worship the Lok D thy Gos, and him 
only shalt thou serve.”* An holy obedience unto 
the divine commandments was also mentioned as 
included in the service we owe the great CREATOR. 
Saith our Catechism, “„ My duty towards Gop is, 
to honour h:s holy name and his word, and to serve 
him truly all the days of my life.” The inspired word 
Saith, + Observe, and hear all these words which I 
command thee, that it may go well with thee, and with 
thy children after thee for ever; when thou doest that 
which is good and right in the sight of the Loxp thy 
GOD.“ f Lastly, we asserted, that to rejoice and be 
thankful before Gos is our duty. We are taught in 
this part of the Catechism, © to give him thanks,” and 
the Psalmist saith, O give thanks unto the Lox, for 
he is good, because his mercy endureth for ever.” 
These observations may convince us, that those who 
wrote, this part of the Catechism, imbibed their senti- 
ments from that pure fountain of truth, “the word of 
Gop.” O Britain! thou hast great cause for thank- 
fulness to the Mosr Hicn. Thy constitution hath 
been, yea, is now, the admiration and envy of surround- 
ing nations. Thou hast long been blessed with the 
light of the gospel. Thy forms of prayer reverberate 
to the throne of grace, those exceeding great and 
precious promises which are contained in holy wrt ; 
and thy youth are taught “ a form of sound words,” 


* St, Matt. ch. iv. ver. 10. + Deut. ch. x1, ver. 28, 


1 Psalm, cxviii. ver. 1. 
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which; under Gov, may lead them to the land of 
everlasting life. The Lox give thee wisdom to know, 
in this thy day, the things which pertain to thy peace ! 


Secondly, We are to contemplate the disposi— 
tions of mind with which our duty to Gop must be 
performed, “ with fear and trembling.” 


We are then to “ serve the Lo RD with fear.” Not 
with a slavish and oppressive terror, as though Gop 
were an hard“ task-master ;” but with the affection— 
ate apprehension of a dutiful child, who, while he 
desires to honour, is fearful lest he should appear 
presumptuous. With such a disposition our whole 
duty to Gop should be performed. Under the in- 
fluence thereof, we should by prayer and supphcation, 
with thanksgiving, let our requests be made known 
unto Go p. For though w' are taught to come boldly 
unto the throne of grace; yet we are commanded to 
& let not our heart be hasty to utter any thing before 
Gop, for Gop is in heaven, and we upon earth ; 
our words, therefore, to him must be few.” A 
proud and self-confident spirit must be peculiarly 
offensive when displayed in our prayers. Our 
blessed Lox» hath described and reproved this sad 
temper of mind in the following instructive parable. 
& Two men went up into the temple to pray; the 
one a Pharisee, the other a Publican. The Pharisee 
stood, his position expressing the pride of his heart; 
and prayed thus, Gop I thank thee, that I am not 
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as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers.” 
It is right to be thankful that we are preserved from the 
ways of sin; but it is highly condemnable to mention 
our fellow creatures in our prayers, either for the 
purpose of censuring them, or as a foil to display our 
own superior excellence. “ Or even as this Publi— 
can.” Proud and vain, what hadst thou to do with 
the publican? Who made thee his judge, or enabled 
thee to inspect his heart? © I fast twice in the 
week; I give tithes of all that I possess.” What a dis- 
play of presumptuous insolence! How remote from 
that fear with which we are commanded to scrve the 
Lord ! Here are no acknowledgements of guilt, no 
Supplications for mercy, no petitions for supporting 
grace, In short, we discover in this address, little 
more than a vain glorious exhibition of negative 
virtues; and of this scanty obedience, we have no 
other proof than the affirmative of a proud Pharisee, 
upon which much dependance cannot be placed. 
& And the publican standing afar off, would not so 
much as lift up his eyes to heaven; but smote upon 
his breast, saying, Gop be merciful to me a sinner!“ 
A truly affecting and humble prayer. It could only 
proceed from an heart oppressed with a sense of guilt, 
and desirous of pardon from the mercy of Goo. 
Let me add, we have all sufficient reason to adopt 
the same petition ; for“ we have all sinned, and 
come short of the glory of Gop.” „ tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other; for every one that exalted himself shall be 
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abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be ex- 


alted.”* We should discover a similar frame of 
mind in the whole of our obedience to the command- 
ments of Gop. Works of piety and godliness must 
not be performed in an ostentatious manner, “to be 
seen of men;” but with modesty and self-diffidence to 
the glory of the LoR D. We are likewise com- 
manded to * rejoice with trembling,” with reverence 
and humility. The joy which a believer hath in the 
LokD, is not of a violent tumultuous nature. It is 
gentle, mild, serene. It must not, therefore, be ex- 
pressed in a turbulent clamorous manner. He who 
can „ rejoice in the Loxp,” knows the immense 
distance there is by nature, between Gop and himself. 
He is conscious how much his own transgressions 
have augmented that distance. He admires the di- 
vine condescension, as manifested in the free pardon 
of all his iniquities, and in those communications of 
grace with which he is favoured. Sensible of his 
great imperfections, he feels that these are all unme- 
rited blessings; so that while he rejoices in Gop as 
his reconciled FaTuER, through the LoRD JIESVUs 
Curisr, a conviction of his own unworthiness, hum- 
bles him, as it were, in the dust, and thus mingles 
reverence with joy. Our carthly enjoyments are 
insecure. Our brightest day may soon be darkened 
by interposing clouds; and we know that this world 
s rather a vale of tears, than an abode of joy. We 


* St, Luke, ch. xviu, ver. 10 to 14. 


ought, therefore, to © rejoice,” not with insolence, 
as though our hill could never be removed, but 
„ with trembling;” that so we may be prepared 
against the rising storms of adversity and sorrow. 
Such are those dispositions with which duty towards 
Gop should be performed. May the Loxp impart 
them unto every soul! 


Third, We are to direct you unto him, from 
whom alone cometh the will and power to do that 
which is right; that you may be enabled to“ serve 
the Loxp with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” 
Saith our blessed Loxp, “ without me, ye can do 
nothing.”* And it is also written, Work out your 
own salvation, with fear and trembling ; for it is Gop 
that worketh in you, both to will, and to do of his 
good pleasure.” + Those, therefore, who are desirous 
of strength for the performance of duty, must apply 
unto the Loxp JESsus CurisT; for © in him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Go DHEA D bodily.” 
& He is able and willing to do for us exceeding abun- 
dantly more than we can ask or think.” Strengthened 
by his SpIRIT's might in the inner man, we shall be 
enabled to glorify Go p by an obedience to his righ- 
teous will; we shall „ serve with fear, we shall 
rejoice with trembling.” One saith, I can do 
all things through CHRIST which strengtheneth 


St. John, ch, xv. ver. 5. + Philip. ch. ii. ver. 12, 13s 


} Col, ch. ii. ver. 9. 
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me ;” and the word of the Saviour to his afflicted 
Servant was, My grace is sufficient for thee, for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness.” To him, 
therefore, we refer you; in his name we invite you; 
come unto him all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and he will give you rest. Take his yoke 
upon you, and learn of him, for he is meek and lowly 
in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls; for 
his yoke is casy, his burden is light. He saith, 
& Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every 
one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh, find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.“ 
Approach the throne of grace in meck dependance 
upon the divine word. You need not fear a repulse, 
for © he is faithful that promised; he also will do it.“ 
How extensive is our duty towards Gop. Have we 
endeavoured to perform the same? Do we, with the 
heart, believe the gospel unto righteousness ? Do we 
worship Gop in spirit and in truth? Are we in the 
habit of daily invoking kzs great name? Do we offer 
unto him the sacrifice of rightcousness ? Doth our 
heart rejoice in /zm, while our mouth praiseth him 
with thankful lips? Do we thus “ serve the Lord in 
fear, and rejoice with trembling ? May we © have 
grace, whereby we may serve Gop acceptably, with 
reverence and godly fear; for our God is a consum- 
ing fire,” Have we applied unto the Loxp IESus 


* Ot. Matt, ch. vii. ver. 7, 8. 
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Cunts by prayer and supplication, that his grace 
may be given us? If hitherto we have not, let us do 
it now. May he look upon us in mercy. May 
Gop dispose our ways towards the attainment of 
everlasting salvation, so that among the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, our hearts may surely 
there be fixed, where true joys are to be found, 
through I Ess CuxisT our Loxp. Amen. 
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ST. MATTHEW, chap. vu. ver. 192. 


Whatsoever ye would that men Should do to you, do ye 
even to them; for this is the law and the prophets. 


Tur gospel of our Lox Dp Jesus CurisT is a 
system of free grace, and of holiness. The salva— 
tion therein proclaimed, is offered to sinners “ with- 
out money, and without price.” They are invited 
to partake of this marriage supper, and to wear the 
wedding garment, without any cost to themselves; 
and at the same time they are taught, that having 
believed in Gop, they must be careful to maintain 
good works. The Apostle saith, “ By grace are ye 
saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is 
the gift of Gop. Not of works, lest any man should 
boast; for we are his workmanship created in Cur1sr 
J=sus unto good works, which Gop hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.”* Hence 
every believer in IEsus Cur1sT is an holy cha- 
racter. Being made free from sin, and become 


* Eph. ch. ii. ver. 8, 9, 10. 


— — 


the servant of Good, he hath his fruit unto holiness.” 
The morality of the gospel is of the purest and most 
extensive nature. It requires that we glorify Go p in 
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our body and in our spirit which are his; and com- 
mands that we regulate our conduct towards our 
neighbour, by that standard which we desire they 
Should respect as the rule of their behaviour: to our- 
selves. We must not have one weight whereby we 
purchase, and another whereby we sell. But in all 
respects, + Whatsoever we would that men should 
do unto us, even so must we do to them; for this is 
the law and the prophets.” It is the substance of the 
duties enjoined by the law, and enforced by the prophets. 
It will be perceived, that we have selected the text with 
reference to that part of the Catechism which inculcates 
our duty towards our neighbour. To explain and en- 
force this duty, are the objects of our present Lec- 
ture. We are taught in holy scripture, not only to 
consider as neighbours, our friends, relations, or 
those who dwell near us, but the whole human race. 
A certain lawyer stood up, and tempting the Savi- 
OUR, said unto him, “ Master, What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life? He said unto him, what is written 
in the law ; how readest thou? And he answering 
said, Thou shalt love the LoRD thy Gov, with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour 
as thyself. And he said unto him, Thou hast, an- 
swered right; this do, and thou shalt live. But he, 
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willing to justify himself, said unto I xs us, And who 
is my neighbour? And JIxSsus answering, said, A 
certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jerico, 
and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead.” We are here introduced to a real 
object of compassion. A traveller deprived of his 
property, and well nigh of his life, by the hands of 
cruel ruffians. Here, as in a glass, we may discern 
our own spiritual condition. Sin and Satan are the 
thieves which beset mankind. They strip him, they 
despoil him of his best garment; his innocence. 
Not so content, they wound him, they leave him 
dead in trespasses and sin.“ And by chance there 
came down a certain priest that way ; and when he 
saw him, he passed by on the other side. And like-. 
wise a levite, when he was at the place, came and 
looked on him, and passed by on the other side.“ 
While then the sufferer lay bathed in his own blood, 
he hears the sound of approaching feet, and expects 
that relief is at hand. It is a priest of the Lo RD] surely 
he will have compassion on him. No, he passes on 
the other side, affecting not to see the distressed 
object. At this period, when the poor man was 
ready to despair of help, there came a Levite, a mini- 
ster of the sanctuary, whose office it was to relieve 
the distressed. He looks upon him; contemplates 
the unhappy sufferer; and in whose fainting heart 
hope once more rekindles her fires. But ah, how 
great his disappointment, For though his naked body, 
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mangled by cruel hands, and all his bleeding wounds, 
so loudly pleaded for assistance, yet this hard-hearted 
Levite, having gratified his curiosity, left him there 
to perish.— May we not from hence infer the incom- 
petence of the law as a means of salvation?—As the 
priest and Levite gave no aid to their distressed 
countryman, so that dispensation of which they were 
ministers did nothing effectual for the removal of 
man's spiritual misery. We read, “ It is not pos- 
sible, that the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins.““ And it is also written, that © the 
law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 


better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto 


Gonp.”Tt. 


As the wounded traveller lay despairing of help, 
and at the point of death, a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where he was. From him he could 
expect no pity. For there was no intercourse be- 
tween the Jews and the Samaritans. Yet where he 
had no hope, there he obtained effectual assistance. 
„When he saw him, he had compassion on him; and 
went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in 
oil and wine; and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.” Nor 
was this the extent of his kindness. For on the 
morrow, when he departed, he took out two pence, 
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take 


* Heb. ch. x. ver. 4. + Ibid, ch. vii. v. 19. 
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care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, 
when I come again, I will repay thee.” In the con- 
duct of the benevolent Samaritan, we discern a strong 
resemblance to the gracious interposition of our 
Loxp Jtsus CHRIST in behalf of ruined man. 
The Apostle saith, When we were yet without 
strength,“ that is, in an helpless state, © in due time 
Cnx1sT died for the ungodly *.” Our Loxp thus 
applied the parable; © Which now of these three, 
thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among 
the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy 
unto him. Then said IEsUs unto him, Go, and do 
thou likewise f.“ We are then to consider all men 
as our neighbours, and most especially the sons and 
daughters of affliction. Wich reference therefore 
unto all mankind, the REepttmMER saith, © Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them.” The duty which these words enjoin, is 
thus explained in the Catechism : © My duty towards 
my neighbour is to love him as myself, and to do 
unto all men as I would they should do unto me.” 
Here the general principle whereby we should be 
actuated in all our dealings with mankind 1s asserted, 
according to the scriptures : for it is written, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.“ T“ The effects 
which this divine principle will produce are delineated 
with equal accuracy. For it is added, To love, honour, 


Rom. ch. v. ver. 6. St. Luke, ch. x. ver. 25 to 37. 
+ St. Matthew, ch. xix. v. 19. 
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and succour my father and mother; to honour and obey 
the King, and all that are put in authority under him ; 
to submit myself to all my governors, teachers, spiritual 
pastors, and masters; to order myself lowly and reve- 
rently to all my betters.“ These words assert our 
duty to parents, governors, instructors, and superiors. 
Our parents we are required to love, honour, and 
succour. These things are enjoined by the fifth com- 
mandment. We are also commanded to honour and 
obey the King, with all that are put in authority under 
him. This duty hath recently fallen into much dis- 
repute and neglect. It 1s, however, as much enforced 
in holy writ as any other branch of that obedience 
which the Lo RD requireth of us. It is said, + Then 
went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might 
entangle him in his talk.” These were the most inve- 
terate and artful enemies which our blessed LoRD 
had to oppose. They were ever studious to find 


some occasion against him; and after a due consulta- 


tion, among themselves, they sent out unto him their 
disciples, with the Herodians, saying, + Master, we 
know that thou art true, and teachest the way of 
Goo in truth, neither carest thou for any man; for 
thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us, there- 
fore, what thinkest thou, Is it lawful to give tribute 
unto Cesar or not?” This question, and the address 
connected with it, are alike artful. The latter is 
well calculated to remove every suspicion of deceit ; 
the former is of the most ensnaring tendency. Had 
our blessed Lox replied, To give tribute is not lawful, 
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his enemies would have represented him to govern- 
ment as a teacher of sedition and rebellion. Had he 
asserted that the payment of tribute was lawful, they 
would have reported him to the people as desirous to 
enslave them, and a favourer of the Roman tyranny. 
But the holy JESUS could not be thus entangled. He 
had a mouth and wisdom which none of his adver- 
saries could gainsay or resist. He saith unto them, 
% Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Shew me the 
tribute-money. And they brought unto him a penny; 
and he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription? They say unto him, Cesar's. Then 
saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Cesar the 
things which are Cesar's, and unto Gop the things 
which are Gop's. When they had heard these words, 
they marvelled, and left him, and went their way.“ “ 
Thus did the omniscient RæDEEMER frustrate the 
malice of his enemies. He taught them their duty 
to superiors, and gave them to understand that it is 
connected with obedience to Gop. We shall recite 
the following precept of the sacred volume, because 
it is connected with our present subject. Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man for the LoRp's 
sake.“ Be conformable to the laws and customs of 
the country wherein you live, so far as such confor- 
mity is agreeable to the revealed will of Gop: and 
that, not merely from motives of human policy, but 
for the sake of IEs us, who became obedient unto 


* St, Matthew, ch. xxii. ver. 16 to 22. 
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death for your salvation. Whether it be to the 
King as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them 
that are sent by him for the punishment of evil-doers, 
and for the praise of them that do well. For so is the 
will of Gop.” This duty is not enforced by a mere 
human authority ; it is the will of Gop, that with 


well doing ye put to silence the ignorance of foolish 


men. That, by a submissive and obedient conduct, 
you silence their malicious reports who represent you 
as disaftected to government, and ready to promote 
all attempts to subvert the constitution. Act there- 
fore © as free, as persons who are delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, not as if exempt from s8vb- 
mission to the laws of their country; and not using 
your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the 
Servants of Gop, honour all men, love the brother- 
hood; fear Gop, honour the King. Servants, be 
Subject to your masters with all fear ; not only to the 
good and gentle, but also to the froward.*” Say not 
within yourselves, my master 1s churlish, his orders 
are unreasonable, and therefore I will not obey them; 
but remember the character he sustains; and consider 
who commands your obedience. Such are the scrip- 
ture doctrines upon this important subject. He who 
reproveth Gop by a wilful disregard of them, shall 
certainly answer for it at the judgment of the great 
day. We are thus instructed as to that conduct we 
Should adopt towards the rest of mankind : © To hurt 
no body by word or deed; to be true and just in all 


Peter, ch. ii. ver. 13 to 18. 
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my dealings; to bear no malice nor hatred in my 
heart, to keep my hands from picking and stealing ; 
my tongue from evil speaking, lying, and slandering. 
To keep my body in temperance, soberness, and 
chastity ; not to covet or desire other men's goods, 
but to learn and labour truly, that is, honestly to get 
mine own living, and to do my duty in that state of 
life unto which it shall please Gop to call me.“ The 
Scripture directions upon these subjects, are ex- 
pressed in nearly the same language. It 1s written, 
& Let all bitterness and wrath, and anger, and cla- 
mour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice ; and be ye kind to one another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another; even as Gov, for 
CuRIS T's sake, hath corgiven you.““ It is also said, 
Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief; 
or as an evil doer, or as a busy body in other men's 
matters. T'“ St. Paul also saith, For even when we 
were with you, this we commanded you, that if any 
would not work, neither should he eat.“ How many 
must perish with hunger were this just law strictly 
executed! * For we hear that there are some which 
walk among you disorderly, working not at all; but 
are busy bodies. Now them that are such, we com- 
mand and exhort, that with quietness they work, and 
eat their own bread.” That is, the bread which 
they have earned by honest industry. For the Lozp 
will suffer no drones in his spiritual hive. His peo- 


* 


* Eph. ch. iv. ver. 31, 32. + 1 Pet. ch. iv. ver. 15» 
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ple are placed in their respective situations by his 
divine providence; and they should perform, with 
diligence and activity, the duties which these may 
require, You will observe, that Catechism incul- 
cates our duty towards our neighbour, in language 
similar to that wherein the holy scriptures speak upon 
the same subject. The line of conduct here described, 
is that which we desire others should pursue in all their 
intercourse with ourselves. It therefore becomes us 
to give the example. For we know who hath said, 
4 Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto 
you, do ye even so to them; for this is the law and 


the prophets.“ 


Let us advance a few cons derations to enforce 
the performance of this duty. The first considera- 
tion which occurs, is this: We expect and desire, that 
in all their dealings with ourselves, men should know 
and respect the line of duty. We should be careful 
to do the same with regard to them. Those who 
deviate therefrom, cannot hope that others will pre- 
serve it. He who oppresses and deceives, will in his 
turn be deceived and oppressed. He who acts with 
integrity, shall experience a similar return. Saith our 
Lord JEsus CurisT, © Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom; for with the same measure that ye mete withal, 
it shall be measured to you again.“ Similar to this, is 


* St, Luke, ch. vi. ver. 38. 
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the caution given by St. Paul, “If ye bite and 
devour one another, take heed that ye be not con- 
sumed one of another.””* 


The next consideration which occurs to enforce 
the performance of our duty towards our neighbour 
is thus stated in the text „ for this is the law and 
the prophets.” This is the sum and substance of 
what Gop requires, in his law, and by the ministry 
of his servants the prophets. He whose conduct is 
regulated by the sacred precept we have explained, 
will thus most effectually perform the duties enjoined 
by the last six commandments. This reflection will 
greatly influence the mind of a real christian. Such 
characters are desirous of a more perfect conformity 
unto the divine will. They can only expect the 
accomplishment of this desire in a diligent use of the 
means of grace. It is written, “ then shall we 
know, if we follow on to know the Lorp.” Let 
those, therefore, who would grow in the knowledge 
and love of Gop, whose object is to glorify him, 
walk in his ways with redoubled zeal and activity. 
& For herein is our heavenly FarHER glorified, that 
we bear much fruit.” 


We may likewise enforce the performance of 


this duty, by observing, that the neglect thereof will 
destroy the general happiness of mankind. Proud, 


* Gal, Ch, v. ver. 15. 
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selfish, and inflexible dispositions, are the bane of 
domestic happiness. Where cach studies his own ad- 
vantage, neglecting the general welfare, tranquility 
cannot exist. The same horrid tempers destroy the 
peace and comfort of public society. Men are self- 
interested in their views. If they can promote 
their own private advantage, they have but little 
respect for the public good. Hence so many are 
dissatisfied with their own situation in life. They 


thirst after power and profit; and therefore, were 


those offices which are connected therewith, occupied 
by an angel from heaven, they would murmur, and 
even accuse him of an unjust administration. Such 
dispositions have produced the most tremendous 
evils. It is recorded in the annals of our native land, 
that men actuated thereby, have murdered their 
Sovereign, and deluged their country with the blood 
of its inhabitants. The same accursed leaven still 
works in the. minds of too many. Were they tri- 
umphant, what extensive desolation we might justly 
apprehend! If we direct our attention to a neigh- 
bouring kingdom, we shall see what awful effects are 
produced by the neglect of these reciprocal dutics. 
Where are their sabbaths? Annihilated. Where the 
ordinances of Gon once found among them? Cast 
aside as useless, © to the moles and to the bats.” 
Where the temples of the Lon p? They are pro- 
phaned. Yea, the language of the Psalmist is truly 
applicable, They have burnt up all the syna- 
gogues of Gop in the land, we see not our signs; 
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there is no more any prophet, neither is there among 
us any that knoweth how long.““ 


O Loxp Gov Arwnicury, if it be thy will to 
punish this guilty nation, let the sword, the famine, 
or the pestilence pass through the land ; but save us, 
we pray thee, from the power of ungodly men, who 
would throw down thine altars ; trample under foot 
thine everlasting gospel, deprive us of our dearest 
privileges, and make this our fruitful land a desolate 
wilderness. Confound their devices; and strike 
them in thy mercy with compunction and remorse, to 
the salvation of their souls! If you desire the pros- 
perity of your highly favoured country, walk in 
obedience to the commandments of Gop. © Righ- 
teousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people.” 


The last observation we shall make upon this 
subjeet is, that obedience to the precept contained in 
the text, is the most proper display of our gratitude 
to Gop for redeeming love; and the most satisfac- 
tory evidence that we live under the influence thereof. 
Our blessed Lon p saith, “ Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you.” And again, . By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye love one another.” Your profession intimates 
that you are followers of the lowly JEsus. Esta- 


* Psalm, Ixxiv, ver, 8, 9, 
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blish the validity of your claim to this high character, 
by conformity unto his holy will. He went about 
doing good.” He was mild, gentle, forbearing. 
& When he was reviled, ke reviled not again; when 
he suffered, he threatened not.” © Go and do ye 
likewise.” He hath said, Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lox, I. o RD, shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
FATHER Which is in heaven.” © Now this is the 
will of Gop, even your sanctification,” May this 
will be accomplished in every heart. 


If we compare what Gop requires as our duty 
towards our neighbour, with our own dispositions and 
practices, we shall find cause for sorrow and humili- 
ation. In many things we offend all.” Thank 
Gov, that © if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the FaTHer, JEsUs CHRIST the righteous ; 
and he is the propitiation for our sins.” May he be 
our advocate! May we obtain through him the par- 
don of our sins, and the renewal of our nature; that 
we may glorify him by an obedience unto his com- 
mandments. Thus alone, shall we walk agreeably 
to that word which saith “ Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so to 
them. For this is the law and the prophets.” 


— 
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PSALM, lv. ver. 22. 


Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain 
thee, 


* Max is born to trouble as the sparks fly up- 
wards.“ His days are few and full of sorrow. He 
finds, even in the midst of enjoyment, somewhat 
which seems to say, care is nigh at hand. The wis- 
dom and goodness of Gop are displayed in this cir- 
cumstance. Were it otherwise, we should be $0 
strongly attached to this world, that the thought of a 
removal therefrom would be exceeding painful; we 
should be so well satisfied with present enjoyment, as 
wholly to neglect the means of attaining future, even 
eternal comfort. As it is, men are so enamoured of 
the present life, so much engaged in its concerns, 
that they bestow little care on the future; but how 

much more should we see this, could they now enjoy 
constant prosperity and ease. It must be remem- 
bered, that though this world is “ a vale of tears, 
& an house of mourning,” yet it is not a scene of 
comfortless woe. For if trials and afflictions do 
abound, full and rich consolations are equally abun- 
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dant. We are directed to seek these by diligent and 
earnest prayer Saith the Apostle, © Is any afflicted? 
let him pray.”* Let him approach unto the throne 
of the divine grace; he shall find it occupied by a 
Gop who heareth and answereth prayer, The 
Psalmist experienced this. His sorrows are recorded 
in the psalm before us. He saich, „My heart is 
sore pained within me; and the terrors of death are 
fallen upon me. Fearfulness and trembling are 
come upon me; and horror hath overwhelmed me. 
And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove; for 
then would I flee away, and be at rest. Lo then 
would I wander afar off, and remain in the wilder- 
ness; I would hasten my escape from the windy 
storm and tempest.”F These expressions denote ex- 
ceeding great and heavy sorrows. There were some 
peculiar circumstances which aggravated the distress 
of the sacred writer. He saith, „It was not an 
enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne 
it. Neither was it he that hated me, that did mag- 
nify himself against me; then I would have hid 
myself from him. But it was thou, a man mine 
equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. We took 


sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of 


Gop in company.“ T To suffer wrong from an 
avowed enemy, is painful to the mind; but when a 
person from whom we have every reason to expect 


St. James, ch. v. ver. 13. + Psalm, lv. ver. 4 to 8. 
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an affectionate conduct, when he, whom the heart 
can honor with the endearing appellation of friend, 
becomes unkind and unjust, it 1s indeed oppressive to 
the soul. When Cæsar was attacked in the senate 
house by a band of assassins, he defended himself 
with extraordinary valour; till at length, beholding 
among them Brutus, to whom he had becn a parent, 
with a dagger in his hand, he was so affected at his 
monstrous ingratitude, that he struggled no- more; 
but pathetically exclaimed, © What, my son Brutus! 
and thou too?” He was more keenly sensible of the 


injury he sustained, because it was inflicted by the 
hand of a friend. 


The verses we have read, remind us of the 
RED EEA ER. He was betrayed by one disciple, 
denied by another. He is also said to have received 
% wound in the house of his friends.” 


Under this aggravated distress, the Psalmist thus 
declares his resolution of applying unto Gop for 
deliverance. © As for me, I will call upon Goo, 
and the Lory shall save me. Evening, morning, 
and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud; and he shall 
hear my voice.“ He received that answer from 
Gop which his faith taught him to expect; and hath 
left upon record the following grateful acknowledge- 
ment; „He hath delivered my soul in peace, from 


Psalm, lv. ver. 16, 17. 
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the battle that was against me.”* In the true spirit of 
philanthropy, the Psalmist directs all his afflicted bre- 
thren to the same blessed and unfailing source of 
comfort; “Cast thy burden upon the Loxp, and 
he shall sustain thee.” These words present us with 
the following subjects of reflection. 


First, The nature, and cause of a believer's 


burden. 


Second, That line of conduct which every bur- 
dened saint should pursue : * Cast thy burden upon 
the Loxd.” 


Third, The blessing which will result from this 
conduct. He will sustain thee.” O Armicurty 
FATHER, thou giver of every good and perfect gift, 
enable us, we beseech thee, to meditate with profit 
upon these important subjects. 


First, We are to contemplate the nature and 
cause of a believer's burden. 


Many are the afflictions of the righteous, and 
various are the causes from which they spring. For 
the most part, they are of a spiritual nature; and are 
called a burden, because as an heavy weight they 
oppress the spirit. Sometimes a belieyer's burden, 


Psalm, lv. ver. 18. 
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his sorrow, and distress, proceed from a deep con- 
viction of sin. Oppressed by the recollection of his 
Sins, Mourning in the sight of Gop, on account 
thereof, he will adopt that expressive language, 
“We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is 
grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable.“ 
The Psalmist was taught to contemplate sin in this 
light. He saith, © Innumerable evils have com- 
passed me round about; mine iniquities have taken 
hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; 
they are more than the hairs of my head, therefore 
mine heart hath failed me.““ He who hath a proper 
sense of his own guilt and unworthiness, will experi- 
ence the same thing. The heart of that sinner, who 
recollects that Gov will by no means clear the guilty, 
may well fail him. A sense of weakness and imper- 
fection oft brings a weight of sorrow and care upon a 
believer's mind. He knows that his spiritual enemies 
are powerful, that he hath no might in himself to 
withstand this great host, Hence, fearfulness and 
trembling come upon him, and he concludes that he 
Shall fall into their hands an easy prey. Perhaps he 
hath cried to Gop for assistance, and hath received 
no answer. Then in the bitterness of his soul he 
adopts the language of the sacred writer; © My Goo, 
my Gop, why hast thou 'forsaken me? Why art 
thou so far from helping me, and from the words of 


Psalm, xl. ver. 12. 
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my roaring? O my Goo, I cry in the day time, 
but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and 
am not silent.“ 


The christian is often burdened by the sugges- 
tions of unbelief. While this evil disposition pre- 
vails, there can be no comfort in the mind. It 
clouds the spirit, throws an awful gloom over the 
future prospects, and thus occasions great dis- 
quietude. It intimates, that there is no hope for the 
soul in his Gop. Yea, though this evil heart of 


unbelief in departing from the Loxp, many are 


taken captive, and laid in darkness by the enemy. 
In these oppressive times we can say, The enemy 


hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life 


down to the ground ; he hath made me to dwell in 
darkness, as those that have been long dead ; there- 
fore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; and my 
heart within me is desolate.“ T 


The sorrow and care of a believer is sometimes 
occasioned by the hidings of the Loxp's reconciled 
countenance. It pleaseth Goo, in mercy, some- 
times to deal thus with his people. He hides 
his face, and they are troubled. Yet they are thus 
taught that true life and happiness are only found 
in communion with their heavenly FaTHER; they 
are excited unto self-examination with fervent 


* Psalm, xx11. ver, 1, 2. 
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prayer. It cannot be pleasant, though it is some- 
times needful, to walk in darkness. In such seasons, 
our enemies are most active; our apprehensions 
are excited, and sorrow filleth our hearts. We 
then adopt that affecting language, How long wilt 
thou forget me, O Loox; for ever! How long wilt 
thou hide thy face from. me? How long shall I take 
counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart 
daily? How long shall my enemies be exalted over 
me?“ These are, indeed, seasons of soul dejection; 


but they are also the necessary trials of our faith and 
patience. 


The cares of this present liſe are sometimes the 
means of burdening the spirit. Men are prone to 
distress themselves with anxious thoughts respecting 
their worldly concerns. Our blessed Loxp thus 
reproves all such anxiety. “ I say unto you, take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put 
on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment ? Behold the fowls of the air, for they 
so. not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns ; 
yet your heavenly FarHER feedeth them. Are not 
ye much better than they? Which of you, by taking 
thought, can add one cubit unto his stature ?” We are 
here taught from the providential goodness of Gop to 
the whole creation, to learn his watchful care over 


Psalm, X111. ver. 1, 2. 
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his people. Surely he who openeth his hand and 
filleth all things living with plenteousness, will not 
forget those whom „ he hath purchased with his own 
blood ;” and sanctified with his Hory Se1kir. 
% And why take ye thought for raiment ! Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they.spin; and yet I say unto you, that even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the 
field, which to day is, and tomorrow is cast into the 
oven; shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith?” Our unbelieving fears, respecting the 
present life, are here reproved by an appeal to the 
vegetable creation, We are directed to observe 
with how great beauty the Loxp hath decked the 
fading flowers of the held; and thence to learn, that 
he will not leave his people destitute either of needful 
raiment for the body, or © the garments of salvation” 
for the soul. Take, therefore, no thought, saying, 
what shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or where- 
withal shall we be clothed ? For after all these things 
do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly FaTutR 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things.“ We 
must indulge inordinate care and anxiety respecting 

temporal things; such a conduct is only suited for 
those who are unacquainted with . more durable 
riches. Let, therefore, all such concerns be laid aside, 
and live in dependance upon Gov ; with whom to 


St. Matt. ch, vi. ver. 25 to 32. 
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know, and relieve the wants of his people is the same 
thing. In these various circumstances we discover 
the nature and cause of a believer's burden, The 
Loxp give them grace patiently to endure, till he 
shall see good to give them rest. 


Second, We are to consider that line of con- 
duct which every burdened saint should pursue. 
Cast thy burden upon the Lok p.“ 


St. Paul hath admirably explained this direc- 
tion. He saith, * Be careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
giving, let your requests be made known unto Gop.”* 
Every child of Gop is permitted to reveal his sor- 
rows unto his heavenly FaTHzx, and to request from 
him all needful support and consolation. It hath 
pleased the LoxD to instruct us how to pray. And 
we shall find that in his prayer we are taught to 
require every needful blessing for time and eternity. \ 
In his words, we may cast upon our Gop every 
burden with which we are oppressed. To be con- 
vinced of this, let us contemplate that excellent Tom- 
pendium of the Lox o's prayer with which the Vate- 
chism presents us. # desire my Loxd Gop our 
heavenly Far¹hER, who is the giver of all goodness, 
to send his grace unto me, and to all people ; that we 
may worship him, serve him, and obey him as we 
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ought to do.” If the soul be oppressed with unbe- 
lief, these words may tend to remove it. We are 
not invoking aid from a stranger of a morose disposi- 
tion, who hath neither ability nor inclination to 
relieve our distress. But we are calling upon “ the 
Loxp Gop our heavenly Far HER.“ We address 
the ALMI CHT, the everlasting Jenovan. He 
who is our covenant, our reconciled Gov and Fa- 
THER in the Lon D Jzsus CurisT; he bestoweth 
mercy upon his people; he hath a blessing to supply 
every want they can possibly experience. © He is the 
giver of all goodness.“ Saith the Apostle, © My Gop 
shall supply all your need, according to his riches in 
glory by Cux1sT JEsus.”* When by faith we can 
contemplate Gop as our FRIEND and PartNT, how 
are we encouraged in prayer! We then © have ac- 
cess with boldness unto the throne of grace.” If a 
sense of weakness and imperfection, a conviction that 
we cannot of ourselves serve Gop aright, be the 
burden of our soul, we are here instructed in what 
manner to “ cast it upon the Lon D.“ We are sent 
unto him for “ grace that we may worship Aim, 
serve him, and obey him as we ought to do.” Be 
not reluctant, O believer, to cast thy burden upon 
the Loxp. If it arise from a sense of thine infirmity, 
say unto him, Be thou pleascd, O Cop, to Strengthen 
me by thy Seir1T's might in the inner man! We 
are also taught to say, “ I pray unto Gop that he 
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will send us all things that be needful, both for 
our souls and bodies; and that he will be merci- 
ful unto us, and forgive us our sins; and that it 
will please him to save and defend us in all dan- 
gers ghostly and bodily,” that is from all accidents 
which may injure the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and distress the soul. 
Art thou, O Christian, oppressed with the cares of 
the present life. Cast thy burden upon the Loxo. 
in the words he hath taught thee, * Give us this day 
our daily bread.” Feed me with convenient food, 
and nourish my soul with the words of thy grace unto 
eternal life. Is sin thy burden? Art thou oppressed 
with a sense of guilt. Adopt the same conduct : 
say unto thy FaTHER, © Forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us.” Pardon 
my sin, O Loxo, and enable me from a sense of thy 
forgiving love to pardon all those who have offended 
me. May Gop give us grace so to act! Unto this 
we are taught to add our request,“ that he will keep 
us from all sin and wickedness; and from our ghostly 
enemy, and from everlasting death.” Art thou, O 
believer, troubled with a fear of falling into sin? Art 
thou distressed with the sense of approaching danger ; 
and apprehensive lest thou shouldest be left as a prey 
unto Satan, who, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking 
whom he may devour? Cast thus thy burden upon 
the LoRD. Use those expressive petitions, © Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;“ 
Suffer me not, O Lok p, to “ be tempted above what 


= 
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I am able. But with the temptation also, make a way 
for my escape, that I may be able to bear it; and let 
it please thee to save me from an evil wordl, an evil 
heart, and that wicked one who seceketh my destruc- 
tion. We may be encouraged thus to cast our burdens 
upon the Loxp by the words with which this part of 
our Catechism concludes; “ and this I trust he will 
do of his mercy and goodness through our Loxpy 
Jesus Cur1sr, and therefore I say Amen, so be it.“ 
In Cur1sr all the promises of Gop are yea, and 
Amen. And he hath said, Whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Fa HER, in my name he will give it you.“ 
A time of trouble should always be a time of prayer, 
both that we may obtain, „grace to help,” while it 
Shall last, and in the Loxp's due time complete 
deliverance therefrom. He who wishes to obtain 
speedy relief, must seck it by instant prayer unto that 


blessed Gop Whose prerogative it is, to give rest unto 
the weary soul. 


Third, We are to contemplate the blessing which 
will result from this conduct. * He shall sustain 


thee.” 


Our Goo hath never said to his praying people, 
“Seek ye my face in vain.” His command to pray 
Stands connected with a gracious promise that our 
prayers shall be heard. He saith, call upon me in 


*St. John, ch, xvi, ver, 2g. 
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the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me.“ “ However great the afflictions of his 
people are, the Lorp will sustain them; he will de- 
liver them from the hand of their strongest enemy, 
and ere long place them in that heavenly kingdom 
where the voice of sorrow and crying is never heard. 
„There hath no temptation taken us, but such as is 
common to man.” The trials and difficulties which 
we encounter, are not peculiar to ourselves. They 
have been the portion of believers in all ages of the 
church. “ But Gop is faithful who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able.” He 
knows the measure of grace and strength which his 
people have received, and it is said, “ As thy day 
so shall thy strength be. He will with the temptation 
also, make a way to escape that ye may be able to 
bear it.” The trials of the Lox »'s redeemed will have 
an end, but their joys are eternal. In the time of ad- 
versity we are disposed to think that Gop hath for- 
gotten us; he reproves this thought in the following 
affectionate address. Why sayest thou, O jacob, 
and speakest, O Israel, my way is hid from the Loks, 
and my judgment is not passed over from my Gop.” 
What meaneth this language of unbelief and apprehen- 
sion? What cause is there for such an assertion? 
„ Hast thou not known, hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting Go p, the LoRx p, the CREATOR of the ends 
of the earth fainteth not, neither is weary? There is 


Psalm l. ver. 15. 
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no searching of his understanding. He giveth power 
to the faint, and to them that have no might he in- 
cireaseth strength.“ When his people, sensible of 
their own weakness, and fearful of their enemies, are 
ready to give up the contest as fruitless, he arms them 
with his strength, and giveth them the victory. Even 
the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall.” They who confide in an arm of 
flesh will be disappointed; their very confidence will 
prove the source of their destruction. But they 
that wait upon the Lorp,” those who in humble 
faith and patience “ cast their burden upon him, shall 
renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint.* „He shall sustain thee.” The 
Loxp hath not promised that he will immediately 
deliver his praying people from their respective bur- 
dens; but he is engaged to support them in all their 
trials by the aid of his divine grace. In the season of 
adversity, we are fretful and impatient; yea, and 
sometimes we scek relief in such methods as are in— 
consistent with the divine will, and therefore can only 
tend to increase our sorrow. Surely if Gop be with 
us in the day of trouble, to sustain our sinking spirit, 
we can have no just cause to repine. We should 
rather say with the Prophet, + Rejoice not against 
me, O mine enemy; when I fall I shall arise, when I 
sit in darkness the Loxp shall be a light untq 


Isa. ch. xl. ver, 27 to 31. 
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me. I will bear the indignation of the Loxp, be- 
cause I have sinned against him until he plead my 
cause and execute judgment for me.* We have an 
instance of the Lor D's sustaining mercy in the case 
of St. Paul, which he thus relates. There was given 
to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan, to 
buffet me.” Many conjectures have been hazarded 
respecting the nature of the trial here referred to. 
But as the Scriptures are silent upon the subjects, such 
conjectures cannot tend to edification. 5 For this thing 
I besought the Loxd thrice that it might depart from 
me.“ Did the Apostle experience an immediate de- 
liverance? No; but he obtained an answer of mercy. 
For it is written, “And he said unto me, my grace 
is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.“ This answer satisfied the praying 
Apostle; it changed his mourning into joy. For he 
saith, Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
mine infirmities, that the power of CHRIS H may rest 
upon me.“ f Let this encourage every afflicted saint 
to call upon the name of the Lon D for comfort and 
deliverance. He is an AL MIGHTY Gop, and there- 
fore able to do more than we can ask or think. He 
is a gracious Gov, and therefore willing to assist his 
people; He is a faithful Gop, and therefore will 
accomplish his word to the uttermost. Oh! then 


* Micah. ch. vii. ver. 8, 9. + 2 Cor. ch. xi, ver. 7, to g. 
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% Cast thy burdens on the Loxp 
Leave them with thy Saviour ; 
„% He Whose hands for thee were bor'd 


© Can, and will deliver. 

„ Why $hould sorrows bow thee down 
* Trials or temptations ? 

© Is not CuRIST upon the throne, 

% Still thy strong salvation ?““ 


Those who thus cast their burden upon the Loxo, 
shall be supported, and comforted in every season of 
conflict, and finally obtain a complete deliverance from 
all their afflictions. Ihe former every real Christain 
hath in some measure experienced; for the latter he 
must patiently wait, till it shall please Go p to take 
him home to glory. All such may therefore adopt the 
language of an Apostle, For this cause we faint not, 
but though our outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. While 
we look, not at the things which are seen;“ not upon 
outward circumstances or those objects which are pre- 
sented to the carnal eye; * but at the things which 
are not seen; those which are not perceived by an 
eye of sense; “ for the things which are seen are 
| temporal ;” unsatisfactory in their nature, short and 
"Mp uncertain in their duration; “ but the things which 
are not seen are eternal.“ These alone possess true 


* 2 Cor, ch. iv. v. 16, 17, 18. 
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excellence: these alone are worthy the attention of 
an immortal spirit. May Gop impart unto our souls 
the faith which entereth thus within the vail ! May he 
enable us to cast our burden upon himself, and accord- 
ing to his gracious promise, sustain our souls in every 
time of need and affliction. 
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LEVIT. chap. viii. ver. 14. 


Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, 
to walk therein, I am the LORD your GOD. 


Tur most important of all knowledge is that, which 


directs mankind unto the way of life. Glory be to 
Go, this information is communicated in the sacred 
writings. If men were more in the habit of consulting 
these, they could not so frequently involve themselves 
in error. Were they as willing to abide by their in- 
fallible decisions, as they are forward to profess faith 
in their divine origin, much evil would be left undone 


and much good performed, which is now wholly 


omitted. The text directs us unto that path wherein 
it is no less our privilege than our duty to walk; and 
the authority which enforceth the precept 1s such, as 
cannot with safety be opposed. I am the Lorxp 
your Gop.” Surely his commands should be obeyed. 


If we consider the injunction itself, we shall find 
that it doth not require any thing unreasonable or 


improper. * Ye shall do my judgments and keep 


— ——L— 
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mine ordinances to walk therein.” Gos, who is pos- 
sessed of immaculate purity, and infinite goodness, 
cannot enjoin that which is in itself wrong, or in its 
tendency pernicious. His perfect holiness will not 


permit us to suppose the former; nor his boundless 


mercy the latter, We may indeed assert that the di- 
vine commandments are intimately connected with 
the welfare and happiness of man; yea, so much is 
this the case, that he will ever enjoy the greatest com- 
fort whose heart, life, and conversation, are most 


comformable unto the laws of Gop. Hence such 


persons highly esteem that law; they can say with 
the Psalmist, + My soul longeth after thy command- 


ments.” 


We pray God to send down his Hory SIR Ir, 
and to write his laws in each of our hearts, so that 
they may be displayed in our conduct and deportment ! 


In the prosecution of our present Lecture, we 
propose to adopt the following method. 


First, We shall enquire respecting those judg- 
ments and ordinances, the observance of which is 


required by the text. 


Second, We will explain, what is intended by 


keeping them and walking therein. 


Third, We shall contemplate the high authority 
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by which this obedience is commanded, © I am the 
Loxp your Gop.” May thy Seizit, O Lok 
Gop ALm1G HTyY, enlighten our understanding, and 
enable us to speak, as the oracles of truth, upon these 


important subjects! 


First, We are to enquire respecting those judg- 
ments and ordinances which the text commands us to 
observe. e shall do my judgments, and keep 
mine ordinances.” 


We are not to apprehend that the expression 
„ judgments” hath any reference unto those awful 
manifestations of the divine wrath, whereby sinners 
shall be consumed ; or unto that righteous decision 
which will finally determine the future state of all 
mankind. In these respects, judgment is not our 
province. © Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Loxp.” And our REDEEMuER's command is, 
„judge not, that ye be not judged.”* It is most 
probable that the word “ judgments” is to be ex- 
plained by the term © ordinances,” which likewise 
occurs in the text, and that these refer unto that 
ceremonial dispensation which Gop delivered unto 
the Jews by the hand of his servant Moses. This 
application of the word is not unusual in the sacred 
writings. The following scripture presents us with 
an instance of it, He sheweth his word unto Jacob; 


* St, Matt, ch. vii. ver. 1. 


224 LECTURE XIV. 


his statutes, and his judgments unto Israel. He hath 
not dealt so with any nation, and as for his judgments, 
they have not known them.“ The sacred writer here 
alludes to the divinely instituted religion of the Jews; 
and he justly represents it as a bright evidence of the 
LoRp's favour toward that people. Those nations 
are indeed blessed among whom the beneficial light 
of true religion is found. The expression which 
occurs in the text, “ judgments” is applied in the 
same manner by the prophet Isaiah. He saith, © Yea, 
in the way of thy judgments, O Lox, have we waited 
for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name and to 
the remembrance of thee.F These words refer to the 
people of Gop. They are here described as waiting 
for the gracious manifestation of the Loxy's recon- 
ciled countenance, “ in the way of his judgments ;” 
that 1s, in the use of every religious ordinance which 
he had been pleased to appoint. Those who would 
meet with Gop must thus wait for him ; for he will 
only be found “ in the way of his own appointment.” 


We must observe that the word ordinances hath 
in holy scripture the same signification. Saith the 
Apostle, “ Verily, the first covenant had ordinances 
of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary;“ T And 
again, Which stood only in meats and drinks, and 
divers washings; and carnal ordinances imposed 


* Psalm, cxlvli. ver. 19, 20. 1 Heb. ch. ix. ver. 1. 


+ Isaiah, ch. xxvi. ver. 8. 
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on them until the time of reformation.”* It will perhaps 
be said, that as the Levitical law, unto which the text 
refers, hath long since been repealed, the precept 
cannot be applicable unto those who live under a dis- 
pensation so different as is the gospel. We reply, 
that so far as the injunction contained in the text hath 
respect unto the ceremonial law, it is certainly annul- 
ed; but at the same time we must remark, that if the 
Christian church hath no concern in those declarations 
of the sacred volume which primarily refer unto the 
Jews, she is then deprived of a valuable and interest- 
ing, not to say a principal part of scripture. And we 
would add, that the Gospel, though it be a pure 
and spiritual dispensation, hath nevertheless its judg- 
ments and ordinances, which may properly be refered 
to Gop, because they are of his own appointment. 
We apprehend therefore, that the text may be con- 
sidered as having a secondary reference unto these: 
and this sentiment is confirmed by the recollection, 
that the word, © judgment” is applied to denote the 
gospel itself. For it is written, © Behold my servant 
whom I uphold, mine elect, in whom my soul de- 
lighteth, I have put my SrIRIT upon him; and he 
shall bring forth judgment unto the Gentiles.F And 
again, A bruised reed shall he not breake, and smok- 
ing flax shall he not quench; he shall bring forth judg- 
ment unto truth. In these scriptures, the word 
judgment must necessarily be considered as an allusion 


* Heb, ch. ix. ver. 10. F Isaiah, ch. xlii. ver. 1. 4 Ibid, ver. 3. 
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to the. gospel, which was introduced among men, by 
the lowly Is us, the friend of sinners. 


If you enquire respecting these “ judgments,” 
or as we generally call them sacraments, what, and 
how many they are? we may obtain adequate 
information in that part of the Catechism, which 1s 
to be the subject of our present Lecture. We learn 
thence, that there are © two only as generally neces- 
sary to salvation; that is to say baptism, and the 
supper of the LoRx D.“ We may confirm this decla- 
ration by an appeal unto holy writ. Saith our blessed 
Lord unto his disciples, “ All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth; go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
FaTHER, and of the Sox, and of the Hory GHOST; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you, and lo, I am with you alway, even 
to the end of the world.“ Our blessed Saviouk 
here commands that we observe the sacrament of 
baptism, and prescribes the form of words in which 
it shall be administered. With regard to the 
Loxy's supper, I would introduce the declaration 
of St. Paul; „ For I have received of the Loxy 
that which also I delivered unto you; that the 
Loxp JEsus, the same night in which he was be- 
trayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and said, Take, eat, this is my body 
which is broken for you ; this do in remembrance 


St. Matt, ch, xxviii, ver, 18, 19, 20. 
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of me. After the same manner also, he took the 
cup when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood ; this do, as often as ye drink 
it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye do eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
LoRp's death till he come.”* Hence we learn, that 
the holy sacrament of the Loxp's supper is an ordi- 
nance of divine institution ; and as such to be ob- 
served of his people, till he shall come again the 
second time without sin unto salvation, Some speak 
of more sacraments than these, but we cannot find 
them in the word of Gop, and therefore are unwill- 
ing to account them such. It appears then, from the 
scriptures we have introduced, that the two sacraments 
of baptism, and the supper of the Loxp, are to be 
contemplated as * judgments and ordinances” of 
Gop. They were instituted by our LoRD IESuUs 
CurisrT who is © Gop over all, blessed for ever.“ 
For instruction respecting the nature and design of 
these sacraments, we shall refer you to the Catechism. 
We are thereby taught when questioned what we 
mean by the word sacrament, to reply; © I mean an 
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual 
grace, given unto us, ordained by Curisr himself, as 
a means whereby we receive the same, and a pledge 
to assure us thereof.“ This definition is so plain, that 
it cannot be misunderstood. In baptism, water is 
the sign and pledge of that inward purity imparted 


* 1 Cor, ch. xi. ver. 23 to 26. 
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unto the soul, by the sanctifying influences of Gop 
the Holy SlIRIT. It is written, “ Then will I 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean; 
from all your filthiness, and from all your idols will I 
cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you, and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh; and I will put my spirit 
within you.“ In the holy sacrament of the Lox o's 
supper, bread and wine are the emblems of our Rx- 
DEEMER's body and blood. Speaking of the former, 
he saith, . This is my body which is given for you;”" 
of the latter, * This is my blood of the new Testament 
which is shed for you, and for many for the remission 
of sins.“ We are taught in our Catechism, that“ there 
are two parts in a sacrament, the outward and visible 
sign, and the inward and spiritual grace.” The for— 


mer an expressive emblem of the latter; yea, and 


when duly received in the spirit of faith, with an hum- 
ble dependance upon Gop through CHRIST, it 
proves both © the means whereby ve receive the same 
and a pledge to assure us thereof.“ For in this case, 


so surely as we receive the one, we shall also be par- 
takers of the other. 


It is proper to observe, that the expressions in 
the text, + Judgments and ordinances, may be consi- 
dered as referring unto every precept in the sacred 
volume which respects our duty either to God or 


* Ezek., ch. xxxvi. ver. 25, 26, 27. 
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man. They teach us how we should conduct our- 
selves in the ways of truth and holiness. We are 
commanded to obey them by that mighty GOD who 
will not clear the guilty. Such are the judgments 
and ordinances of our most holy faith.” May Gop 
write them in every heart! | 


Second, We are to explain what is intended by 
„Keeping them, and walking therein.” 


These expressions denote that uniform and con- 
stant obedience to the will of Gop which should be 
displayed in the conduct and dispositions of all men; 
but most especially of those who are called Christians. 
They may be truly said to keep these judgments and 
ordinances, who, after the example of Mary, “lay 
them up in their hearts.“ Such will of necessity 
walk therein; for © out of the abundance of the 
heart, the mouth speaketh.” This conduct is re- 
quired of men, as an evidence that their hearts are 
sanctified by the faith of the gospel. It is written, 
„ Hereby we know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments. He that saith I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in 
him verily is the love of Gop perfected; hereby 
know we that we are in him. He that saith he 
abideth in him, ought himself also so to walk even as he 


* St, Luke, ch, ii. ver. 19. 
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walked.”* Whoever assumes the profession of the 
christian faith, is thereby engaged to imitate the con- 
duct of its great AuruhoR and FINISHER, the Lon p 
J=zus CHRIST. It is his duty to keep the judg- 
8 ments, and walk in the ordinances thereof. They 
| must be in his heart to regulate all its affections; they 
| must be displayed in his conduct to the glory of Goo. 
| 
| 


— — — — —— — 


We have often observed with deep concern, how _ 
much the ordinances of our most holy faith are neg- 
lected. Many parents are tardy in devoting their 
children to the Saviour by the sacrament of bap- 
| tim. There are, likewise, numbers of professing 
| christians who as yet, have never commemorated a 
| | REDEEMER's dying love in the way of his appoint- 
|} ment. This neglect is an awful sign of the times 
11 Vherein we live. It exhibits a melancholy proof 
| that © iniquity doth abound ; that the love of many 
hath waxed cold.” The excuse generally alledged 
to palliate this omission, is, we are not sufficiently 
prepared to communicate.” Let such remember, 
that if they are not prepared to meet Gop in the 
ordinances which he hath appointed, they cannot be 
ready to meet him in death and judgment. Surely in 
it4 this state they should not be content to live even a | 
| single moment. But we forbear. As we are con- 
| | -vinced that this ordinance was designed for believers 
[1 only, so we could wish that no others should be par- 
— 14 takers thereof. Let them approach the holy table, 


| 
; | * John, ch. ii. ver. 3 to 6, 
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and they shall find “ their souls strengthened and 
refreshed, by the body and blood of Curisr, as 
their bodies are by the bread and wine.” If we con- 
sider the judgments and ordinances here spoke of as 
including the whole will of Gop, he may be said to 
keep them and walk therein, in whose heart they are 
written by the Se1r1T of the Loxp ; in whose con- 
duct they are displayed to the praise and glory of the 
divine grace. This is the situation of every real 
christian. He can say, © I delight in the law of Gop - 
after the inward man.” And he © shews the work of 
the law written in his heart,” by a life of holiness. 
He keeps the judgments of the Loxy. He can 
adopt the language of the Psalmist ; * How ami- 
able are thy tabernacles, O Loxp of hosts. My 
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Loxp; my heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living Gop.““ He walks in the divine ordinances, 
frequents the Lord's holy temple, and his conduct 
accords well with the professions of obedience he 
there makes. I pray Gop that we may be such. 


Third, We are to contemplate the high au- 
thority by which our obedience unto these “ judg- 
ments and ordinances” is required. “ I am the LoRD 
your Gop.” | 


The ordinances of our most holy faith are not a 
mere state trick. They are no invention of crafty 


* Psalm, Ixxxiv. ver. 1, 2. 


232 LECTURE XIV. 


priests, to enslave the people either by the gloomy 
terrors, or visionary enjoyments of superstition. We 
acknowledge, indeed, that men have sadly perverted 
them; but we must also observe, that the abuse of 
that which is in itself good and excellent, affords no 
argument against the legitimate use thereof. These 
are ordinances of the Lo RD; he claims them as his 
own, and commands that we keep them. Ye shall 
do my judgments, and keep mine ordinauces, to walk 


therein.” „He, therefore, that despiseth, despiseth 
not man, but Gop.” 


* I am the LoRD your Gop.” How endear- 
ing is this method of enforcing duty! The regene- 
rate will be sensible of its constraining power. I am 
your Gop. Your reconciled FarHER in the LoRD 
Jesus Curi1sT; your constant friend, by whose 
mighty hand and outstretched arm, you were rescued 
from “ the bondage of corruption, and brought into 
the glorious liberty of the children of Gop.” I am 
possessed of infinite wisdom; my love for you 
„ surpasseth all understanding.“ I require you to ob- 
serve these institutions as an evidence of your grati- 
tude, because I know that it will tend to your present 
and everlasting comfort. These are ways of plea- 
santness, and all these paths are peace.“ When ve 
can thus behold Gos as our reconciled FATHER, as 
our DELLIVERER and constant FRIEND, our hearts 
are filled with love towards him, and we hasten to 
fulfil is royal pleasure; we are disposed to renounce 
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all, that we may serve him. Is it then Gop our 
heavenly FarnER who saith “ Ye shall do my 
judgments, and keep mine ordinances?” Doth he 
condescend to require this as an evidence of our gra- 
titude to him, for his unspeakable mercies? Believer 
here is a motive to excite thy constant obedience ! 
Dishonour not thy Gop, nor injure thine own soul 
by a neglect of the divine ordinances. Seek the 
manifestations of thy parent's love in the way of his 
own appointment. Seek him in thy private devoti- 
ons: seek him in the worshipping assemblies of his 
Saints, and approach with humility unto the table of 
thy Loxp. Remember, for thine encouragement, 
that he hath promised to © meet his people, and to 
make them joyful in his house of prayer.” 


Sinners, ye have long neglected the judgments 
and ordinances of Gop; we apprize you of your 
danger. He cometh to take vengeance on them who 
know not the LoxrD, and obey not the gospel. Fly, 
therefore, from the wrath to come. Is your enquiry, 
Whither $hall we fly ? Where can we find a refuge ? 
We reply, Come to JEsus CurisT; © He is an 
hiding place and a refuge ; a covert from the storm 
and tempest, as the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land.” Come unto him, and you shall be 
saved. May GOD ALrmicauty dispose you to ac- 
_ cept this invitation, and bring you to Ixsus, that 
you may have everlasting life, for his great name's 
sake. Amen! 
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ST. MARK, chap, xvi. ver. 16. 


He that believeth, and is baptized, Shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not, hall be damned, 


Wi are here presented with part of the last 
conversation which took place between our bless- 
ed Loxp and his disciples, previous to his glo- 
rious ascent into heaven. The information which 
these words convey, is of infinite importance. It 
directs us to those means, in the use whereof salva- 
tion 1s to be obtained, and assures us that those who 
neglect them shall perish for ever. The words of 
Gop are faithful and true. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away; but not one jot or tittle shall pass 
from them till all be fulfilled.” * He, therefore, that 
believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved.“ He who 
by divine grace is enabled to receive ]zsus CARIST, 
whose confidence is repascd in him alone; who hath 
recourse to the divine ordinances, and is obedient 
unto the commands of the Lo RD, “ shall be saved;” 
he shall be brought into a state of reconciliation and 
favor with Gop here on carth; and he shall be 
admitted into a state of perpetual enjoyment in hea- 
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ven. © But he that believeth not ;” he who think. 
eth scorn of that kind message which the gospel 
brings; who gives no credence unta those words of 
“ grace and truth,” © shall be damned.” He shall 
be cut off from among the righteous ; he shall not 
enter into the land of the living. These words of the 
text resemble the pillar of cloud and fire, which 


accompanied the Israelites in their journey through 


the wilderness. It gave light unto the children of 
Israel; but it was a cloud of darkness unto the Egyp- 
tians.” So the scripture before us, giveth light unto 
the believer in I Ess by the assurance of eternal life, 
but to the ungodly it is a cloud and darkness; it 
predicts their final destruction.“ O, my soul, come 
not thou into the secret of sinners; unto their assem- 
bly mine honour be not thou united,“ lest with them 
thou shouldest incur the sentence of condemnation ! 
In the prosecution of our Lecture we shall contem- 
plate che subject before us in the following method. 


First, We shall explain the nature of that salva- 
tion which the text mentions. 


Second, We shall consider the means for the 


attainment thereof, which are here described; “ He 


that beheveth, and is baptized.” 


Third, We will exhibit the fatal consequences 
of unbelief, * He that believeth not shall be 
damned.” 


LECTURE XV. 237 


May the Goo of all grace and consolation be 
pleased to open our understanding that we may 
know the scriptures ; and our hearts that we may 
receive the truth in the knowledge and love thereof ! 


First, We are to explain the nature of salvation 


mentioned in the text. He that believeth, and is 
baptized, shall be saved.“ 


Our blessed Lox gave his disciples command- 
ment to © go into all the world, and preach the 
gospel unto every creature.” And to animate them 
in this arduous engagement, he assured them that 
success should attend their exertions in this cause; 
for he saith, He that believeth, and is baptized 
shall be saved.“ Whosoever shall receive your 
message, whosoever believes the gospel you are com- 
missioned to preach, shall be saved; he shall expe- 
rience that salvation which the gospel reveals unto 


guilty men. The salvation which the gospel reveals, 


is of a spiritual nature. It includes these rich bless- 
ings: First, a deliverance from the guilt and punish- 
ment of sin. Saith the Apostle, “ There is, there- 
fore now no condemnation to them that are in CuRIST 
JIxsus, who walk not aſter the flesh, but after the 
SPIRIT, And again, © Cnr1sT hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us ; for it is written, Cursed is every one that hang- 


* Rom, ch. vili. ver. 1. 
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eth on a tree.'* The wages of sin is death. We 
have all sinned, and are therefore exposed to this 
condemnation. But CHRIST hath died for sinners. 
Him hath Go p set forth to be a propitiation for sins; 
and whosoever believeth on him, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation. 


Second, The salvation of the gospel includes a 
deliverance from the love and power of sin. Our 
Loxp JESsus Cur1sT doth not leave those whom he 
hath redeemed from death by his most precious blood 
in the service of Satan. He delivers them from this 
cruel enemy, and brings them into that service of God 
which is perfect freedom. Their hearts are sanctified 
through faith which is in him. They have therefore 
an utter aversion to sin; and they flee from it, as 
from the face of a serpent. The Apostle saith unto 
such,“ Sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye 
are not under the law but under grace. f Every true 
believer is “ dead unto sin, but alive unto Goo, 
through Jesus CHRISTH our Loxp.” 


Third, The salvation revealed by the gospel 
includes a present experience of reconciliation and 
favour with Gop through the REDEEMER. By na- 
ture mankind are in a state of enmity against Gop. 
They desire not the knowledge of his ways; nor will 
they walk in his paths; but each following the devices 


* Gal. ch. iii. ver. 13. + Rom, ch. vi. ver. 14. 
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of his own wicked heart, wanders far from Goo, the 
only source of true happiness. A believer in CHRIST 
is recalled from his wanderings, his backslidings are 
healed, and he is introduced to the enjoyment of 
the divine favour. Saith the Apostle unto such cha- 
racters; ye who sometimes were far off are now made 
nigh by the blood of CuRITSsT.“ The prodigal is 
brought home to his father's house and received with 
mercy through a REDEEMER's all sufficient merit. 
He is reconeiled to his once offended parent. For 
it is written, Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with Gop through our Lok D IESUS 
Cur1sT, by whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace wherein we stand and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of Gop.”+F And again, beeause ye are 
sons, Gop hath sent forth the SI RIT of his Sox 
into your hearts, crying ABBA, FarHER. T The be- 
liever hath a present experience of gospel blessings. 
He hath access with boldness to the mercy seat; he 
knows that all things shall work together for his good, 
and he rejoiceth before the Lox D. 


Fourth, The salvation we are considering in- 
cludes deliverance from every foe. The enemies of 
a believer are numerous and powerful. Their object 
is no less then the destruction of his soul. They are 
active, diligent and artful. They embrace every op- 


* Ephes. ch. ii, ver. 19. f Rom. ch. v. ver. 1, 2. 
I Gal. ch, iv. Ver. 6. 
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portunity of preventing his progress in the ways of 
Gop, and have recourse to every persuasive art 
that they may seduce him from the paths of duty. 
Yet the saint 1s not intimidated. He goes forth in 
the strength of the Loxo, having taking to himself 
the whole armour of Gop. He opposes them with 
vigour and constancy, being strong in the Loxo, 
and in the power of his might. He shall finally pre- 
vail against them; and in heaven adopt that song of 
triumph, “ Thanks be to Gop who giveth us the 
victory through our Loxp IESus CurisT.” 


The salvation named in the text, refers also to 
that state of glory and the blessedness which is pre- 
pared for the people of Gop. Saith the Apostle, 
6 There 1s laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which the Loxo, the righteous judge, shall give me at 
that day, and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing.“ This salvation is free. 
“The gift of Gop is eternal life through IESUs 
Cuxisr our Lok p.“ It is perfect. The Rx— 
DEEMER saith, „I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do. Let men beware how they 
presume to add thereunto. It is © not of works, lest 
any man should boast.” Far therefore be it from us 
to introduce any of our sin defiled services as coad- 
jutors to the Ry DEEMER's finished work. May Gop 
freely impart his salvation unto our souls! 


* 2 Tim, ch. iv. ver. 8. 
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Second, We are to consider the means for the 
attainment of salvation as they are described in the 
text, © He that believeth, and is baptized.” 


Faith is here introduced as a means of salvation. 
We cannot suppose that faith intends no more than 
a speculative assent unto the doctrines of the gospel. 
This may be given without any heart knowledge of 
salvation. Faith is a saving grace wrought in the 
soul by the Six ir of Gop. The sinner is hereby 
enabled to receive IESsVs as his Pxo HET, PRIEST 
and KING. This grace is to the soul, what the hand 
is to the body, it receives the good promises of Gop, 
as they are revealed in holy scripture, for the comfort 
of the believer. It cannot be procured by mere 
human exertion; for it is the gift of Gop, a means 
whereby salvation is made known in the heart. Saith 
the Apostle, * by grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
Gop.”* There are means appointed in the use 
whereof this grace is to be obtained.“ Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of Gop.” Do 
you desire to possess this inestimable blessing ? Seek 
it then in the use of these means, with an humble 
dependance upon God, and you will no doubt be 
made partakers thereof. Baptism is also mentioned 
in the text as a means of salvation. This is a sacra- 
ment, the observance whereof is ordained by the 


* Ephes, ch. ii. ver. 8. 
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Loxp JEsUs. It consisteth of two parts, “ the out- 
ward and visible sign, and the inward and spiritual 
grace.” Whenever these are faithfully received, 
baptism is found the means of salvation. Saith the 
Apoxstle, © The like figure whereunto, even baptism 
doth also now save us; (not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience 
towards Go p) by the resurrection of IESUS CurisT.”* 
Our Catechism thus defines the outward and visible 
Sign of this sacrament. Water wherein the person 
is baptized in the name of the FATHER and of the 
So and of the Hory GHOST.“ The scripture from 
which this definition is extracted, is so well known, 
that we need not here repeat it. The inward and spiritual 
grace of baptism our church asserts to be, “ a death 
unto sin, and a new birth unto righteousness.“ The 
following scripture language vill justify what is here ad- 
vanced. Know ye not that so many of us, as were 
baptized into IESsus Cunxr1sr, were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death, that like as CuRISTH was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the FaTutxR, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the likness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection. Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
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Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
to sin, but alive unto Gop, through JESUS CuRIST 
our Lok D.““ These words evidently refer to the 
sacrament of baptism, which they describe as a death 
unto sin, being buried with Cur1sT, and'a new birth 
unto righteouness ; a resurrection with our SAviouR 
to a life of obedience, which is by hm, to the praise 
and glory of Gop. I would that all who are baptized 
were partakers of this grace, We must not forget the 
language which is connected with this definition of 
baptism. For being by nature born in sin, and 
children of wrath, we are hereby made the children of 
grace.” By nature “born in sin, and children of 
wrath.” How humiliating is this assertion! Can it 
be consistent with holy scripture ? It is, for it is 
written, What is man, that he should be clean? And 
he which is born of a woman that he should be righic- 
ous? Behold he putteth no trust in his saints, yea the 
heavens are not clean in his sight: how much more 
abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity 
like water.“ T The Psalmist also saith, Behold I was 
Shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me. All men may adopt the same conſession, for 
they are the corrupted offspring of fallen parents. 
And who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ?” 
Not one. Our Catcchism also asserts that we are 
children of wrath.” The divine indignation abideth 


Rom. ch, vi. v. 3to7 and 11. + Job, ch. xv. ver. 14 to 16. 


+ Psalm, li. ver. 5. 
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upon every transgressor ; so that every servant of 
sin is a * child of wrath.” Saith St. Paul, addressing 
the Ephesian converts, “ You hath he quickened 
who were dead in trespasses and sins, wherein, in time 
past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
Spirit that now worketh in the children of disobe- 
dience. Among whom also we all had our conver- 
sation in times past, in the lust of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh, and of the mind, and were by 
nature the children of wrath even as others.“ How 
awful is the natural condition of men! They are 
heirs of destruction. Yet there is hope for them. 
They may obtain deliverance from their guilt and 
misery ; they may receive an “ inheritance among 
them that are sanctified through faith, which is in 
CurisT JEsus.“ The Catechism alludes to this 
fact in the following assertion; We are hereby made 
the children of grace.” Unto what do these words 
refer ? To the sacrament of baptism. Not merely, as 
some would insinuate, to the sprinkling with, or im- 
mersion in water. This is no more than the outward 
visible sign; the reference here is unto the inward 
and spiritual grace, described as © a death unto sin 
and a new birth unto righteousness.” Whoever re- 
ceives this, is, without doubt, “thereby made a child 
of grace.” He is born of water, and of the Horx 
Se1R1T, and being thus regenerated he shall obtain 


* Ephes. ch. ii. ver. 1 to g. 
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everlasting life. We are convinced that the sign may 
be received, without any experience of the thing there- 
by signified. We sincerely lament that so many 
circumstances should occur, which tend to the con— 
firmation of this sentiment. For we observe that 
many who are baptized, “neither die unto sin, 
nor rise again unto righteousness.“ Yet every one 
who 1s really baptized with the HoLy Guosr, accord- 
ing to the REDEEMER's promise, receives the thing 
signified, his “heart is purified from an evil con- 
science;“ he is a child of Gop, an heir of glory. 


The LoRp grant for his mercy's sake, that we may 
be such! 


Third, We are to exhibit the fatal conse- 
quences of unbelief. He that believeth not shall 
be damned.” 


These are terrific words. They assert that the 
consequences of unbelief are a final exclusion from 
the kingdom of heaven, and eternal weight of punish- 
ment which is to be endured in those doleful abodes, 
© where their worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
quenched, but the smoke of their torments ascendeth 
continually.” Unbelief in this passage, signifies a re— 
jection of that testimony concerning Cur1sT and his 
gospel, which the Apostles were commissioned to 
give unto all the world. Whoever rejects this coun- 
sel of God either wholly or in part, doth thereby ex- 
pose himself to misery and ruin. For as “ Israel of 
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old could not enter into rest, because of unbelief,” 
so these, by the same evil, are excluded from the en- 
Joyment of gospel privileges here, and the possession 
of glory hereafter. We have lately been taught, that 
religious opinions have no effect in the accomplish- 
ment of salvation, but let our faith be what it may, 
if our lives are good, there 1s no doubt of our future 
happiness. Those who adhere to the written word of 
Gov will adopt a different opinion. They know that 
religious sentiments are of the greatest importance, 
for they are assured that he, who living under the 
light of the gospel, doth not in heart believe the whole 
record contained therein, “ shall, without doubt, ever- 
lastingly perish.” Some will perhaps think that this 
is an hard saying; they will probably assert that it is 
uncharitable thus to condemn all whose sentiments 
in religion do not coincide with our own. I shall 
reply to such, it is a scriptural assertion; for it is 
written, + The fearful, and unbelieving, and the abo- 
minable, ayd murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their 
portion in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
Stone, which is the second death.“ And I would 
add, that they are condemned, not because they diſſer 
from us in their views of religion, but because they 
will not assent unto those pure and wholsome words 
of liſe which are contained in holy scripture. We 
admonish all Arians and Socinians, who “ deny the 


* Revel. ch. xxi. ver. 8. 
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LorD that bought them,” all Deists, and Atheists, 
yea the whole host of infidels, that the path in which 
they walk leadeth unto death, their steps also incline 
unto hell. An unbeliever incurs present condemna- 
tion. For it is written, He that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of Gop. And 
this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil.“ Such an one will also 
experience final misery, © He that believeth not 
shall be damned.” He will be © cast into outer dark- 
ness, where is weeping and wailing, and gnashing of 
teeth.“ Hearest thou, O proud despiser of God's 
truth, this awful assertion? Thine unbelief enables 
thee now to contemn the menaces of holy writ. Thou 
canst not apprehend that “ Gop, who is love,” will 
inflict eternal punishment upon any man; but thou dost 
not consider, that his justice requires the condemna- 
tion of each offender; that he will exact such a penalty 
as shall be adequate unto the purity of s violated law; 
and that his faithfulness engages him to accomplish 
whatever he hath said. Oh what sentiments will thou 
entertain, should the curse denounced by the text, 
fall upon thy devoted head! Thou wilt then be- 
lieve, and through the extremity of thy torments blas- 
pheme the Gop of heaven.” If thou shouldst die 
impenitent, and unbelieving, such will be thy portion. 


St. John, ch. iii. ver. 18, 19. 
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Accept the admonition which is given. Be not dis- 
gusted with its plainness, and apparent severity. Lose 
not thy precious time in vain and infidel cavils 
against the truth, but while thou hast the opportu- 
nity, make haste to escape from impending destruc- 
tion. Hark! Dost thou not hear the distant sound 
of the avenging thunderbolt? Oh, be very quick; 
fly for thy life unto the LoRD JESUS CHRIST, the 
Avrtuor and Giver of eternal liſe. He can sub- 
due thy proud heart, and enable thee to believe 
unto the salvation of thy soul. Call therefore upon 
him, for the pardon of thy sins; for the renewal of 
thy nature, and for that lively faith which is wrought 
in the heart by the operation of his DIVINx E SIRII. 
Then wilt thou experience “a death unto sin and a 
new birth unto righteousness, whereby thou, who art 
by nature a child of wrath, shalt be made a child of 
grace, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.” 


9 


[ 249 ] 


LECTURE XVI. 


ACTS, ch. ii. part of ver. 38. 


Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name 
of FESUS CHRIST, for the remission of sins. 


Taxsx words are found in the conclusion of a most 
excellent and faithful sermon, preached by St. Peter, 
on the day of Pentecost, immediately after the mira- 
culous descent of the HoLy SPIRIT upon the blessed 
Apostles. Upon this remarkable occasion, men of 
corrupt minds, enemies to the truth, endeavoured to 
misrepresent the cause of a fact which, though they 
beheld, they could not understand. Some of the 
spectators, overwhelmed in astonishment, were saying 
to one another, What meaneth this? But others 
mocking, said, these men are full of new wine.“ Imme- 
diately St. Peter, with all the affectionate meekness of 
heaven -· taught wisdom, defended himself and his fellow 
disciples. He vindicated them from the foul charge 
of drunkenness, and declares that in the circumstance 
before them, the Jews might behold the accomplish- 
ment of a well known prophecy ; he saith, © This is 
that which was spoken by the propher Joel; and it 
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shall come to pass in the last days, saith Go p, I will 
pour out of my SpIRIT upon all flesh, and your sons, 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. And on my servants, and on my hand- 
maidens I will pour out in those days of my SpIRII 
and they shall prophesy.” The Apostle likewise no- 
bly asserts the honour and dignity of that JIESsus, 
whom they had crucified, and assures them that the 
wonders they beheld were wrought by the effectual 
working of his mighty power.“ When they heard 
these things, they were pricked in their hearts.” Com- 
punction and remorse seized upon them. They per— 
ceived at once the malignity of their crimes, and 
trembling under the apprehension of merited punish- 
ment, they say unto Peter, and the rest of the 
Apostles, “ Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jztsus CHRIST for 
the remission of sins.“ These words present us with 
the following subjects of reflection. 


First, The nature of the duty herein required. 
“% Repent, and be baptized every one of you, in the 
name of IESsVSs ChRIST.“ 


Second, The benefit which will be derived from 
the right performance thereof, and which is to be 
sought therein, “the remission of sins.“ 
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We pray Gop to assist and bless us while we 
meditate upon these things. 


First, We are to enquire respecting the nature 
of the duty which the text enjoins, ©+ Repent and be 
baptized every one of you, in the name of JIESus 
CurIsT.” 


Here are two things mentioned which we shall 
consider as they occur, repentance, and baptism in 
the name of IESsus CurisT. Repentance which we 
are first to consider, is a grace wrought in the soul by 
the SpIRIT of Gop. It includes an heartfelt sorrow 
for sin, a sincere abhorrence of iniquity and a firm 
resolution, by the help of Gop, to avoid it. We find 
in holy writ the following beautiful and comprehen- 
sive description of this grace.“ Godly sorrow 
worketh repentance unto sal vation not to be repented 
of, but the sorrow of the world worketh death.” The 
sacred writer here distinguiches between genuine 
and false repentance. The former he speaks of as 
„ Godly sorrow,“ that is such a contrition in the heart, 
on account of sin, as proceeds from the influence of 
divine grace, whereby the man is preserved from the 
horrors of absolute despair. This worketh repent- 
ance unto salvation. It is under Gop the means of 
effecting a total change in the heart. This needeth 
not to be repented of. The latter he describes as 
e the sorrow of the world ;” a distressful apprehension 
of the mind produced by worldly motives and con- 
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siderations. This * worketh death.” Hence we 
frequently observe that those who have acted un- 
worthily have recourse to suicide that they may 
escape the disgraceful consequences of their miscon- 
duct. But this 1s a desperate and fallacious remedy. 
Those who adopt it exchange a temporal reproach 
for eternal shame and misery. We have in the case 
of David an admirable instance of genuine penitence, 
His deep and unfeigned contrition cannot be forgotten 
so long as the memory of the fifty-first psalm shall be 
retained. We have an awful display of the other in 
the person of Judas, who when he saw what was done 
repented himself, and brought the thirty pieces of 
silver, the price of his treachery, and cast them down 
before the high priest, say ing, “ I have sinned, in that 
I have betrayed the innocent blood.” And he de- 
parted, and went and hanged himself. So true it is 
that the sorrow of the world worketh death. But the 
fruits of evangelical contrition are very different. 
Saith the Apostle, “ Behold this self same thing that 
ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you, yea what clearing of yourselves, 
yea what indignation, yea what fear, yea what vehe- 
ment desire, yea what zeal, yea what revenge in all 
things ye have approved yourselves to be clear of this 
matter.”* Let it be observed, that men do not thus 
repent of their own accord, or by their own power. 
Such a godly sorrow is the gift of our Loxp Jesus 
CuxisT, It rather proceeds from love to Gov, than 


* 2 Cor, Ch, vii. ver. 10, 11. 
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the fear of punishment. It is always attended by 
such hope of the divine mercy through the Rx— 
DEEMER, as supports the mind under all its affliction, 
and gives the prospect of complete remission. That 
man upon whom this grace hath been conferred, will 
be known by the rectitude of his deportment. For a 
true penitent cannot abide in sin. We read, that 
when John saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
come to his baptism, he said unto them, „O gene- 
ration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? Bring forth, therefore, fruits 
meet for repentance; and think not to say within 
yourselves, we have Abraham to our father. For 
I say unto you, that Gop is able, of these stones, 
to raise up children unto Abraham. And now, 
also, the axe is laid unto the root of the trees; 
therefore every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit, is hewn down and cast into the fire.“ With— 
out repentance, there is no admission to the king— 
dom of heaven. It is proposed to sinners, and as 
ve are by nature included in that description, 
we certainly should consider the call thereunto as 
addressed to ourselves. 


The next object to be contemplated in the text, 
is “ baptism.“ This was defined in a former Lec- 
ture as a sacrament, the obscrving whereof is required 
by Cux1sr, and consisting of two parts; © the 
outward and visible sign, and the inward spiritual 


St. Matt. ch. iii. ver. 7 to 10. 
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grace.”* From the connection between repentance and 
baptism, which we observe in the text, it hath been 
asserted, that the former is a preparatory qualification 
for the latter. Our Catechism inculcates this doctrine 
in the answer there given to the subsequent question, 
What is required of persons to be baptized ?” The 
reply is, “ Repentance whereby they forsake sin, 
and faith whereby they stedfastly believe all the pro- 
mises of Gop. made to them in that sacrament.” 
Such qualifications are certainly requisite, in order 
to a proper reception of baptism. An impenitent per- 
son, or an unbcliever, hath no right to partake 
thereof. To administer it unto such, is a prophana- 
tion of the ordinance. It is evident that a similar 
requisition was made by St. Philip, ere he baptized 
the eunuch. At the divine command, this apostic 
joined himself unto a chariot, wherein was sitting an 
cunuch of great authority, under Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians. This man was reading that remarka- 
ble passage of the prophet Esaias, He was led as a 
sheep to the slaughter ; and like a lamb dumb before 
his shearers, so opened he not his mouth. In his 
humiliation his judgment was taken away, and who 
chall declare his generation; for his life is taken from 
the carth.” And the eunuch answered Philip, and 
said,“ Ipray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 
this, of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, 


* See Lecure XV, 
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and preached unto him JESUS. And as they went 
on their way they came unto a certain water; and 
the eunuch said, See here is water, what doth hinder 
me to be baptized? And Philip said, if thou believest 
with all thine heart, thou mayest; and he answered 
and said, I believe that Jzsus CurisT is the Sox 
of Gop. Upon this confession of his faith in CHRIST, 
Philip baptized him; and as they were coming up 
out of the water, the SI RI of the Loxp caught 
away Philip that the eunuch saw him no more; and 
he went on his way rejoicing.““ As faith and re- 
pentance are said in the holy scriptures to be essen- 
tial unto the worthy reception of baptism, some 
persons have taken occasion to argue against the 
administration of that sacrament to infants, who are 
incapable of these graces. Our church hath antici- 
pated this objection, which she obviates in the fol- 
lowing manner: „Because they promise them both 
by their sureties, which promise, when they come to 
age, themselves are bound to perform.“ The spon— 
sors for those who come to be baptized, are not 
required to confer upon the child whom they repre- 
sent, the graces of repentance and faith; neither do 
they engage that in its riper years these shall be found 
in the heart. They promise “ to sce that the child 
be virtuously brought up, to lead a godly and 
christian life, remembering always that baptism doth 
represent unto us our profession, which is to follow 


* Acts, Ch, viii. ver, 27 to 37. 
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the example of our Saviour Curisr, and to be 


made like unto him, that as he died and rose again 
for us, so should we who are baptized die from sin, 
and rise again to righteousness ; continually mortify. 
ing all our evil and corrupt affections, and daily 
proeceding in all virtue, and godliness of living.“ 
Would to Gop that those who surround the font in 
the character of sponsors, were duly sensible of the 
importance and serious nature of that engagement 
they voluntarily undertake! We remind them that 
these are vows unto the Lord ; and therefore should 
not be made, except by those who are stedfastly 
determined, that by his grace, they will perform 
them. We are grieved to observe, that this solemn 
engagement 1s generally considered as a mere matter 
of form ; and as such, entered upon with the utmost 
indifference. Those who have so acted, will one day 


find cause to change their opinion. 


The practice of infant baptism may be justified 
by the conduct and command of our blessed Lok p. 
It is written, + They brought young children to 
Cur1srT that he should touch them, and his disciples 
rebuked those that brought them; but when JESUS 
Saw it he was much displeascd, and said unto them, 
Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of Gop. Ve- 


rily, verily, I say unto you, whosoever shall not 


* See the Office ſor Baptism, 


* 
* 4 
2 

* 

1 


r 


* * * wv" om 2 " 9 ” 
n et 9 


"Is 
WH 
8 

r 


LECTURE XVI. 257 


receive the kingdom of Go as a little child, he shall 
not enter therein.” This language will admit of the 
following construction. Oppose not the presentation 
of children unto me, but rather encourage those unto 
whose care they are committed, to present their 
tender charge before me, in the way I have appointed ; 
and the rather, because the kingdom of God is com- 
posed of such as resemble children in their humility, 
their docile spirit, and their innocence. “ Take 
heed, therefore, that ye despise not one of these 
lictle ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven, there 
angels do always behold the face of my FATHER 
which is in heaven.“ And you may be assured, that 
unless ye are converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall in no case enter the kingdom of heaven. 
„ And he took them up in his arms, put his hands 
upon them, and blessed them.”* Didst thou, Horx 
Is us, graciously receive and bless these little ones? 
And shall those who profess to be thy disciples reject 
them? Gop forbid ! May they imitate thy conduct, 
may they be conformed unto thy will! 


We apprehend, that infant baptism may also be 
justified from the practice of the Jewish church, into 
which children at the tender age of eight days were 
admitted by the right of circumcision, which seems to 
have corresponded with our sacrament of baptism. 
If in the one case children might be admitted, so we 


* St, Mark, ch, x, ver. 13 to 16. 
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apprehend they may and ought in the other. For 
whatever objections are urged against this practice, 
may also be applied unto infant circumcision. And 
if it be not admissible, the case of believing parents 
under the gospel is worse than it formerly was under 
the Levitical law. But this cannot be allowed, for 
it leads to an inference that the privileges enjoyed 


under a dispensation of types and shadows, were more 


extensive than those permitted under the gospel, 
which is the very substance and end of that sys- 
tem. To those who affirm that the scripture doth 
not countenance the practice, we shall reply, that the 
declaration of our blessed Lo RD seems, not only to 
countenance, but even to require the baptism of 
infants; inasmuch as that appears to be the only 
method in which believers can be said to bring or 
devote their children unto CHRISTͤHJ; and we arc 
convinced that no part of holy writ will justify the 
neglect thereof. It hath been said, we do not read in 
scripture that any infants were baptized. It is surely 
equal argument to say, neither do we read that any 
such were refused baptism. It scems probable, that 
as many whole families, houscholds, were admitted to 
this sacrament, that some infants were at the same 
time made partakers thereof. Upon all these sub— 
jects, as we claim a right to think for ourselves, $0 
we allow the same privilege unto others. We have 
Stated what we believe to be the scripture account 
of this ordinance, and no more than what duty re- 
quired, 
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Second, We are to contemplate the benefit 
which will result from a due performance of this duty, 
and which is to be sought therein. The remission 
of sins.“ 


How consolatory is the thought of a free and 
complete pardon unto that man, whose © sins have 
taken such hold upon him that he is not able to look 
up.” The penitent is assured that he shall receive 
this blessing by the word of © Gop, who cannot 
lie.” It is written, “ In those days, and at that 
time, saith the Lorp, the iniquity of Israel shall 
be sought for, and there shall be none; and the 
sins of Judah, and they shall not be found, for 1 
will pardon them whom I reserve.“ What a 
noble promise. It asserts, that Gop will so com- 
pletely remit the sins of his contrite children, that 
when sought for, there shall not a single crime be 
found. How true is that declaration of the Apostle, 
„There is, therefore, now, no condemnation to 
them that are in CHRIST JEsus.' We are com- 
manded to make known this forgiveness of sins unto 
every true penitent. It is written, “ Speak ye com- 
fortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her 
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned; 
for she hath received of the LoRD's hand double 
for all her sins.“ T And the Apostles were com- 
missioned to preach “ repentance and remission 


oo Jer, ch. * Ver. 80. + Isaiah, ch. xl. Ver. 2. 


: 
. 1 
T 3 
: 
7 
: 
2 
; 


260 LECTURE XVI. 


of sins unto all nations, in the name of IEsus 
Cur1sT, beginning at Jerusalem.” Upon these and 
many similar declarations of the sacred volume, our 
hope of pardon is established. Blessed be Gov, 
it is an hope which maketh not ashamed.” This 
divine expectation of pardon doth not encourage 
either licentiousness or presumption. We may here 
introduce the Apostle's argument. What shall 
we say then? (That is, with respect to the pardoning 
mercy of God) shall we continue in sin that grace 


may abound ? Gop forbid! How shall we that are | 


dead to sin, live any longer therein?“ This cannot 
occur; for © whogoever hath this hope in him, purt- 
fieth himself even as he is pure.” He, who from 
proper motives 1s desirous that his iniquities should 
be pardoned, will experience in his heart the most 
fervent desire to be rescued from the love and 
power of sin. He will abhor every sentiment which 
hath the least tendency to turn the“ grace of Goo 


into licentiousness.” He will seek the blessing with 


a contrite spirit in the use of the appointed means. 
Would to Gop that all were such. But ah, how 
many are found, who desire pardon, that they may 
sin with impunity? Such, however, cannot be 
gratified ; for pardon and sanctification are insepara- 
ble. This blessing, 5 the remission of sins, 1s 
much in their view to whom * Gop hath granted 


repentance unto life.” The hope thereof sustaineth 
their hearts, under their sorrow for sin. They are 


* Rom, ch. vi. ver. 1, 2. 
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anxious for the attainment thereof, that they may 
enjoy peace with Gop; that they may know him 
as their reconciled FATHER in the LoxD JIESsus 
Cur1sT. The accomplishment of these desires will 
be obtained in the use of repentance, as the appointed 
means, but not as the procuring cause. The par- 
don of sins was purchased for his people, by * the 
precious blood of the Loxp Jtsus CurisT, who 
as a lamb without blemish, and without spot, offered 
himself through the ETERNAL Seikit to Gop,” It 
* was shed for many for the remission of sins.“ In 
CunrisrT, “ we have redemption, through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins.“ 


* Blood hath a voice to pierce the skies, 
Revenge, the blood of Abel cries; 

But the dear stream, when CHRIST was slain, 
Spake peace, as loud from ev'ry vein.” 


Blessed be his name, who voluntarily offered 
up himself as a sacrifice for sin, even IEsus, the 


great AUTOR and FinisH4tr of our most holy 
faith !” 


The duty of repentance, to the performance of 
which the text exhorts us, no less than the bless- 
ing of pardon which it promiseth, implies that we 
are Sinners, The sinner is an enemy of Gop; 
the divine wrath now abideth on him, and if he 
departs this life impenitent, everlasting misery will be 
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his portion. A method of escape from this danger is 
made known. Pardon is promised in the dear name 
of IMMANUEL; and the means in the use whereof it 
is to be sought, are also revealed. If we desire to 
obtain the blessing, we must have recourse to the 
means. Repent, therefore, and be baptized every 
one of you, in the name of JESUS CHRIST, for the 
remission of sins.” Intreat of God the grace of true 
repentance ; seek not merely baptism by water, for 
were you thus baptized a thousand times, your guilt 
would still remain. Rest not, therefore, in the out- 
ward and visible sign; but endeavour to obtain 
& the inward and spiritual grace; a death unto sin, 
and a new birth unto righteousness;“ the washing of 
regeneration, and the renewing of the HoLy SPIRIT. 
Thus shall your heart be purified from an evil con- 
science; in these appointed means, you shall obtain 
the remission of sins, with sanctification here, as the 
pledge of eternal glory hereafter. For ke is faithful 
that promised. May Gop enable us to seek him 
while he may be found. May he grant us the for- 
givencss of our sins; and an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified through faith which is in CHRIS 
IEsus! 
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1 CORINTHIANS, ch. xi. ver. 26. 


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do Shew the LORD's death till he come. 


Yr. Paul found it necessary to reprove the professors 
of religion at Corinth, for a crime which hath too 
great prevalence among ourselves, the prophanation 
of the LoRD's supper, by receiving it in an unwor— 
thy manner. He saith, When ye come together 
therefore, into one place, this is not to eat the 
Lory's supper. For in eating every one taketh 
before other his own supper; and one is hungry, 
and another is drunken.” It is not probable that a 
tumultuous assemblage of men will celebrate with 
due solemnity, this holy sacrament ; nor is that con- 
duct to be tolerated at the table of Gop, which 
would be thought highly indecorous at the table of 


an earthly friend; where such confusion prevails, 


whatever the profession may be, this is not to eat the 
Lonp's supper; there cannot be a due celebration 
of that most solemn ordinance; nay, those who so 
conduct themselves, receive to their own condemna- 


| 
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tion, the sign and seal of so great a thing. What? 
Have ye not houses to eat and drink in? Or despise 
ye the church of Gop, and shame them that have 
not?” These words contain a spirited reproof of 
such abominable licentiousness ; they teach that the 
church of Gop was never designed to be a place of 
rioting and drunkenness ; no, nor even an house of 
refreshment for the body; and therefore, that such 
an horrible prostitution of the divine ordinances 
thercin dispensed, was the more criminal. We do 
not judge that a peculiar sanctity 1s to be attributed 
unto any edifice; but we apprehend that every place set 
apart for the divine worship, is so far to be accounted 
sacred, as to preclude all impropriety of deportment, 
and ensure it a degree of respect beyond what ve 
pay to our own habitations ; we are neither to eat, 
drink, nor sleep therein. Indeed we are taught that 
“ Holiness becometh the house of the Lox D for 
ever.” © What shall I say unto you? Shall I 
praise you in this? I praise you not.” That is, your 
conduct 1s highly indecorous. It is a reproach to 
yourselves; and a scandal to the church of CHRIST. 
If persisted in, it will bring upon you the heavy 
wrath of Goo, | | 


Our text describes the Lorp's supper as a 
Sacrament of remembrance; an affecting commemo- 
ration of a Saviour's dying love. © As often as 
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 
Lon p's death till he come.” In the prosecution of 


LECTURE XVII. 2 


our Lecture upon this subject, we propose to adopt 
the following method. 


First, We shall enquire unto what the bread and 
cup refer, which are mentioned in the text. 


Second, We will consider the object to be 
kept in view while these are received. The 
Lox D's death.” 


Third, We shall illustrate an important truth 
intimated in our text, that we are to expect an ap- 
pearance of the LoR D Jrsus CurisrT. 


May Gov sanctify with his blessing whatever we 
shall advance upon these subjects, consistent with the 
truth of his word! 


First, We are to enquire unto what the bread 
and cup refer which are mentioned in the text. 


The things here named, are the outward and 
visible signs of the Lokp's supper, defined in our 
Catechism, as * bread and wine which the LORD 
hath commanded to be received.” If we are desirous 
of knowing what these outward and visible signs 
intend, we must hear the words of our REpttMes. 
It is written, * He took bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave unto them, saying, this is my body 
which is given for you; this do in remembrance of 
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me. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, this 
cup is the new testament in my blood which is shed 
for you.““ From this assertion, that part of our 
Catechism is taken, which speaking with reference to 
this holy sacrament saich, that the inward part or 
thing signified by the bread and wine, is © the body 
and blood of CuRIST, which are verily and indeed 
taken, and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper.” When, therefore, at the sacred table, we eat 
of this bread, and drink of this cup, our attention should 
be fixed upon that blessed “ L \ims of God,“ whose 
body was pierced, and whose blood was shed for us 
men, and for our salvation. It is a believer's privilege 


to enjoy in this diving ordinance, much comfort 


from an appropriating view of these objects. He 
thus beholds that body of the RrDEEMER which was 
bruised for the transgressions of his people. He thus 
contemplates that precious blood which was shed for 
himself, and for many, even the whole church of Goo, 
for the remission of sins. By such a view his soul 
is refreshed, his faith strengthened, and his hope con- 
firmed ; yea, he sometimes is so greatly animated 
thereby, that he anticipates the joys of heaven; the 
most glorious light irradiates his mind. He beholds 
by faith, Jesus CurisT as his Saviour; and 
through him, enjoyeth peace with Gop. He can 


then take down his harp from the willows, and sing 


the Lord's song in this strange land; even that new 


* St, Luke, ch. xxil, ver. 19, 20. 
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song which is sung by the church triumphant above. 
„ Worthy is the LAus that was slain, to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing.““ Our Catechism 
saith, that “ the body and blood of Cnr1sT are 
verily and indeed taken, and received by the faithful 
in the Loxp's supper.“ That is, spiritually, and by 
faith as the means. St. Paul speaks to the same 
effect; he saith, The cup of blessing which we 
bless, 1s it not the communion of the blood of 
Cur1srT ? the bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of CHRIST YH The fact is 
so self evident, that it cannot be denied. The bread, 
therefore, and cup, spoken of in the text, refer unto 
that bread and wine which the Lo xD hath commanded 
to be received, as a sacramental representation of his 


own most precious body and blood, which he freely 


gave for the salvation of sinners. The Loxp grant 


that whenever we eat of this bread, and drink of this 


cup, we may not rest in the outward and visible 
sign, but be made partakers of his most blessed body 
and blood to the strengthening and refreshing of 
our souls! 


Second, We are to consider the object which 
must be kept in view while this bread and cup are 
received. The Loxvp's death.“ 


Rev. ch. v. ver. 12. + 1 Cor. ch. x. ver. 16. 
e | 
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* The Loxy's death.” It is an amazing ex- 
pression! Yet not more extraordinary than true. 
Wonder, O heavens; be astonished, O earth. The 
mighty Gop, by whose power ye were created, and 
are now supported; he assumed human nature, and 
as man, died upon the cross to make atonement for 


the sins of his people. Wherefore the Apostle saith 


unto the ministers of the gospel, Feed the church 
of Gop, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.”* There are many passages of holy scripture 
where it is asserted that the church was purchased 
with the precious blood of CHRIST, who is © Gop 
over all, blessed for ever.“ It it written, “ He gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar peo- 
ple, zealous of good works.“ f And again, „ Ye 
know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversa— 
tion received by tradition from your fathers; but 
with the precious blood of CHRIST, as of a lamb 
without blemish, and without spot.“ T This most in- 
valuable price of human redemption was paid upon 
mount Calvary. There was the Loxp IESsus delt- 
vered up to death, that guilty men might live for ever. 
Unto this most important event we must look in the 
Lorp's supper, not with an eye of speculative curi- 


osity ; but of humble faith. The Apostle saich, I 


* Acts, ch. xx. ver. 28. + Titus, ch. ii. ver. 14. 


T 1 Pet. ch, 1. ver. 18, 19. 
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have received of the Loxp, that which also I deli- 
vered unto you; that the Loxd JEsvus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and when 


he had given thanks, he brake it and said, Take, cat, 


this is my body which is broken for you; this do in 
remembrance of me. After the same manner also, 
he took the cup when he had supped, saying, This 
cup is the new Testament in my blood, this do ye as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” In this 
ordinance of our most holy faith, we are to contem- 
plate our dying LoD. We are to behold him, as 
upon the cross when the soldier pierced his side. His 
precious blood flowed in copious streams: it pro- 
cured pardon and peace for the contrite soul. Look 
therefore unto him, and be ye saved, all ye ends of 
the earth. His blood cleanseth from all sin. We 
are taught by our Catechism, that the Lox s's supper 
is designed as a commemoration of his death. That 
it was ordained “ For the continual remembrance of 
the sacrifice of the death of CHRIST, and of the 
benefits which we receive thereby.” Saith our text, 
* So often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do Shew the LORD's death.“ Ye exhibit a lively 
emblem thereof, which is calculated to excite your 
affections, and under Gop to amend your hearts. 
In this holy sacrament, we do not commemorate the 
death of CuRIST merely as an historical fact; no; 
but as procuring for us the most inestimable benefits. 
It is an acknowledgement that his blood alone can 
cleanse our souls from the defilement of iniquity ; 
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that by his righteousness alone we are justified in the 
sight of Gop, and that his DVI N E SPIRIT sancti- 
heth us, so that we are made meet for the enjoyment 
of the heavenly inheritance. Consider, therefore, that 
when you eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, you 
thereby profess to renounce all self righteous confidence, 
and entirely to depend upon what CHRIST hath 

done and suffered for the salvation of sinners. 
This is evidently expressed in the following declara- 
tion which the minister is directed to make for himself, 
and the people, at the administration of the holy com- 
munion. We do not presume to come to this thy 
table, O merciful Lo xp, trusting in our own rightcous- 
ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy table; but thou art the same Lox Dp, whose 
property is always to have mercy.” Our dependance 
upon Cnr1sT alone, is justified by that assertion of 
the Apostle, ** It hath pleased the FaTHER, that in 
him should all fulness dwell.““ Where should a 
poor helpless sinner apply for relief, but unto the 
fountain of all grace and blessedness? Upon whom 
should he who hath nothing, fix his dependance, save 
on that glorious IE SUS in whom are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge ; in whom dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Gopnzap bodily? It is an un- 
speakable mercy that the fulness of grace, the fulness 
of blessing, the fulness of strength, the fulness of 


* Col, ch. i. ver. 19. 
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comfort, of peace; in short, an abundance of whatever 
we can possibly need for time and eternity, is trea- 
sured up in the Loxp JESUS CuRisT; © Yea for the 
rebellious also;“ for ourselves, who are encouraged in 
the ordinance of the holy sacrament to shew forth 
his death, whereby such benefits are procured for us. 
Those who have an experience of gospel blessings 
will gladly shew forth the Lox p's death in the way of 
his appointment. They will attend at the holy table 
with unfeigned humility ; their hearts will be melted 
with holy gratitude to him who died for them. They 
will look on him whom they have pierced, and mourn; 
drops of love will bedew their faces, and they will re- 
solve by the aid of divine grace to glorify Gop in 
their body and in their spirit which are his. They 
will retire comforted, and look forward with blessed- 
ness to that period, when © Absent from the body, 
they shall be present with the Loxp.” May we be 
such! 


Third, We are to illustrate that awful truth in— 
timated in the text, that we are to expect an appear- 
ance of the LoR D IESUS CnRIST, “ Till He come.“ 
This expression doth not only intimate that the Rx- 
DEEMER will again appear, but likewise that when- 
ever his second appearance shall occur, it will super- 
sede this sacrament of remembrance. The ordinances 
of the Christian church are not of perpetual duration. 
They are so many means for the comfort and suste- 
nance of the believer in his pilgrimage through life. 
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But when the church shall be made complete, when 
all her members shall have received the promised in- 
heritance, then these being no longer needful shall 
cease for ever. There are also many branches of 
christian duty, which will one day terminate. Prayer 
shall give place to praise, faith to vision, and hope to 
perpetual enjoyment. This will be accomplished in 
all the elect of Gop when the REDEEMER shall 
come, till then they must be cultivated both in heart 
and life. Our text is not the only part of scripture 
which asserts the second coming of CHRIST. He hath 
promised it, for he saith, © In my FaTHER's house 
are many mansions.” In the heavenly Jerusalem there 
is sufficient place for the accommodation of every 
believer. There that innumerable company, selected 
out of all nations, and kindreds, and tongues, and 
people, shall walk at large in the glory of Gov. If 
it were not so, I would have told you.” The faith- 
fulness and love of Cuxisr towards his people are 
such, that he cannot deceive them. “ I go to pre- 
pare a place for you; andif I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you unto my- 
self, that where I am, there you may be also.“ 
These things saith the faithful and true witness; and 
though heaven and earth shall pass away, yet his words 
zhall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 


The second appearance of our Saviour will be 


* St. John, ch, xiv, ver. 2, 3. 
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attended with many awful and affecting circumstances. 
It is written, „The Lon p JIEsus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not Gos, and 
that obey not the gospel of our I. o D IESsus 
Cnur1sT, who shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the LoxD, and from 
the glory of his power, when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe.“ “ These words not only describe the 
solemnities attendant upon our Loxp's advent; they 
likewise assert the end of his appearance. Taking 
vengeance on them that know not Gov, that obey not 
the gospel of our LORD IEsuSs CurisT.” Art thou 
a disobedient character, ignorant of Go p. Be thou 
hence admonished. He whom thou despisest, against 
whom thou art rebellious, is coming to take vengeance _ 
upon the guilty, He will punish them with everlast- 
ing destruction. Kiss therefore the Sox, lest he 
be angry, and so thou perishest from the right way 
when his wrath is kindled, yea but a little.“ He 
comes likewise with purposes of mercy towards his 
people. “ He will be glorified in his saints, and ad- 
mired in all them that believe.“ No tongue can 
utter, no imagination apprehend the glory which shall 
be conferred upon the redeemed of the Lo R DU. Do 
any enquire respecting the time of his appearance; 
are they solicitious to know when it shall take place. 


* 2 Thess. ch. i. ver, 7, to 10. 
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To such we reply, © It is not for you to know the 
the times and the seasons, which the Far HER hath 
put in his own power.” There are many cogent 
reasons why this should not be revealed, none can be 
assigned why it should. Let such inquisitive persons 
remember the words of our LoD ]Esus; * Know 
this that if the good man of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would come, he would have 


watched, and would not have suffered his house to 


be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
cometh.”* He may come, cre to-morrow's sun shall 
gild the eastern heavens; he may approach ere the 
Shades of night darken our hemisphere, or his advent 
may be postponed for a length of time. Yet be this 
as it may, he who should come, will come, and will 
not tarry; for © The Loxd is not slack concerning 
his promise, as some men count slackness.” Know 
thou, O man, that so far as thou art individually con- 
cerned, the day of thy death is to thyself, the time of 
his advent. Thou wilt then be for ever separated 
from the things of this world. After death thou must 
Stand at the dread bar of judgment, and then thine 
eternal state will be unalterably fixed. It is ap- 
pointed unto man once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment. I admonish thee, O man, of thine approach- 
ing dissolution.“ I testify that the destroyer of thy 
race is already on his way towards thyself; hark! 


St. Matt, ch. xx11. ver. 43, 44. 
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hearest thou the solemn sound of the passing bell? 
It will ere long proclaim that thou art numbered with 


the dead. Therefore, 


& Haste, haste, he lies in wait, he's at the door, 

“ Insidious death! should his strong hand arrest, 

&© No composition sets the prisoner free, 

“% Eternity's inexorable chain 

% Fast binds, and vengeance claims the full arrear.”” 


Let your lamps be trimmed, and your lights burning, 
and yourselves like men who wait the arrival of their 
Lok, that when he shall appear, ye may behold 
him with joy. 


From what hath been asserted we may learn the 
nature and design of the Loxy's supper. It is a 
commemoration of our RE DEEMER's dying love, an 
acknowledgement of our dependance upon him alone 
for salvation, and a profession that we are by a living 
faith united to him, who is the head of his church. 
It was never intended by our blessed Loxo, that the 
cup, which “is the New Testament in his blood,“ 
Should be withheld from his people, nor that the bread, 
which is the emblem of his body broken for sinners, 
should be made an object of religious adoration. This 
holy sacrament 1s an ordinance of his appointment, 
designed for the comfort and strengthening of his 


* Young's Night Thoughts, 
T 
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children. May we at all times be enabled to receive 
it as such! 


The truth which hath been advanced speaks in 
a voice of terror to the unconverted. What will be 
their state when the Lox shall come to judgment? 
Then they will call upon rocks, mountains and seas 
to fall upon them, as a shelter from the wrath of the 
LamB. But their cry will not be heard.“ The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, wich all the nations 
that forget Gop.” Could we persuade them to be- 
lieve these things we should be happy. Their fears 
might possibly induce them to enquire for a way to 
escape. We would then with pleasure direct them 
unto the Loxp JEsus, who is able to save unto the 
uttermost, all them that come unto Gop by him, 
Seeing that he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. May they be brought unto him who alone 
can rescue their souls from impending destruction! 


The same truth affords great encouragement to 
believers. How may such rejoice when they contem- 
plate the Lory's approach! He cometh for their 
Salvation, he comes to perfect their redemption, to 
glorify them, body, soul and spirit in those mansions 
of peace which he hath prepared for them. What- 
ever difficulties they may have to encounter, whatever 
Sorrows they may experience, it is their privilege to 
look forwards with holy confidence and say, © Our 
present light affliction which is but for a moment, 
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worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” All our present distress will soon 
terminate; ere long we shall be safely landed upon 
those peaceful shores, where “ there is no more sick- 
ness or death, where the voice of sorrow, and crying 
is never heard. Let us therefore sing with the good 
man, 


© Under trials and reproaches, 

% May this thought our courage raise; 
“ Swiftly God's great day approaches, 
© Sighs will then be chang'd to praise. 
« We shall triumph 

&© When the world is in a blaze. 


Go grant that this may be our case for the RE- 
DEEMER'S sake. Amen, 
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ST. JOHN, chap. vi. ver. 53. 


Then FESUS said unto them, Verily, verily, Jay 
unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the SON of man, 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you, 


How humiliating is the Apostle's assertion, “ The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the SpIRIT of 
God, for they are foolishness unto him, neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discern- 
ed. We have an instance of this truth in the chapter 
which contains the text. It is there related, that the 
blessed Ixsvs miraculously fed five thousand per. 
sons, with only five loaves, and two small fishes. The 
spectators of this miracle were so affected therewith, 
that they desired to invest the Saviour with the 
regal dignity. But an earthly diadem could have no 
splendor in his eye, who was accustomed to wear the 
crown of heaven. He whose kingdom was not of 
this world, had no desire to possess its frail and tran— 
sitory honours. When J Ess therefore saw that 


. they would come and take him by force, to make him 


* 1 Cor. ch. ii. ver. 14. 
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a king, he departed again into a mountain by him- 
self alone.” The people, anxious to discover the 
place of his retreat, sought him with great diligence. 
They took shipping and came to Capernaum seeking 
for IEsus; and when they had found him, they said 
unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither?” We 
could rejoice to behold among the men of this gene- 
ration an equal desire after CRISTHHJ; but they rather 
endeavour to avoid, than seek to behold him. The 
diligence which these men displayed in their search 
after the Saviour, might excite a supposition that 
they would become his disciples. But they were in- 
fluenced by unworthy motives, and therefore the 
Loxp thus reproved them. © Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, ye seek me, not because ye saw the mi- 
racles that I did, but because ye did eat the loaves 
and were filled.” What numbers of those who now 
assume the profession of the christian faith are actu- 
ated by no purer motives. If, as in the primitive 
times, church preferment were an introduction to 
bonds, imprisonment, and death; were temporal ad- 
vantages altogether separated from the profession of 
the gospel of Cur1sT; it is to be feared that many 
like the apostatizing Jews, “would go back and 
walk no more with him.” . With his reproof our 
blessed Lox D was pleased to connect a most import- 
ant admonition. Labour not for the meat that 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life which the Sox of man shall give you; 
for him hath Gop the Fa THERA scaled.“ In the sub- 
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sequent part of the chapter, he thus explaineth this 
language. “I am the bread of life; he that cometh 
to me $hall never hunger, he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst.” And again, * I am that bread of 
life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness 
and are dead. I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread he 
Shall live for ever ; and the bread that I will give, is 
my flesh which I will give for the life of the world.“ 
Upon this assertion there was much strife and reason- 
ing among the people. They could not comprehend 
what they heard, because their minds were carnal. 
„ They strove among themselves, saying, how can 
this man give us his flesh to eat? They thought that 
the Loxy's words were to be literally explained, and 
therefore began to discourse upon the possibility and 
mode of their accomplishment. Then JESsus said 
unto them, © Verily, verily, I say unto you, ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. Many of his 
disciples when they had heard this, said, This is an 
hard saying, who can hear it? When JIEsus knew 
in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he saith 
unto them, doth this offend you? What and if ye 
shall see the Sox of man ascend up where he was be- 
fore? It is the Se1r1T that quickeneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing; the words that I speak unto you 
they are spirit and life.” We are then to understand 
the text as having reference unto spiritual truths, and 
we shall explain it by considering, 
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First, The nature of that life here spoken of. 


Second, The means whereby it is to be obtained 
and preserved as they are herein described. 


Third, The necessity of an immediate application 
unto Cur1sT, the PRINCE of life, in the way of his 
own appointment. May the Lonxp give us wisdom to 
speak upon these subjects, as“ The oracles of Gop,“ 
and to hear so that we may receive the instruction of 
life! 


First, We are to consider the nature of that life 
referred to in the text. 


The word life, as it here occurs, is descriptive 
of the work of grace, which is carried on in the soul 
by the power of Gop the HoLy SPIRIT. It is called 
life, in opposition to the natural state of men, descri- 
bed in holy writ, as a death in trespasses and sins. 
From this death the Loxp's people are raised by the 
divine power. Hence it is written, + And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
You, who once were destitute of spiritual life, the 
Lo Rb hath raised up, baving quickened your souls by 
the power of his BLESSED SPIRIT. St. Paul thus ad- 
dresseth such characters; © Ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Cux1sT in Gop; when CHRIST 
who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
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with him in glory.”* Here the partakers of this 
grace are spoken of as dead, that is, with respect 
to the vanities of this sinful world, with the power 
and love of sin. The life of a belicver is hidden. 
Carnal men know it not; they ridicule the men- 
tion thereof as an instance of the grossest en- 
thusiascm. The blessed Apostle, from his own 
experience, thus describes the same. “ I am crucified 
with Cur1sT;” that is to sin, the world, the flesh and 
the devil; “nevertheless I live,” I am made partaker 
of a new and heavenly existence; “ yet not I, but 
CuristT liveth in me.” This life is neither obtained 
by my own power, nor preserved by my own care; I 
derive it from the revelation of Cnux1sT in my soul, 
by the power of the holy spirit, and it is preserved 
by the same means; For the life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Sox 
of Gon who loved me, and gave himself for me.“ T 
As spiritual life is imparted, so it is preserved by the 
power of Gop. Every converted person lives by the 
faith of Jesus; by faith which embraceth him as the 
SAVIOUR; trusts his promises, and depends upon 
his all sufficient grace. Hence the Apostle saith, 
„ Gop hath given to us eternal life, and this life is 
in his Sox: he that hath the Sox of Gov hath life.” 
His soul is quickened by the Seirir of Gop, and 
Cur1sT is in him the hope of glory. © He that 
hath not the Sox of Gop hath not life.” What- 


Col. ch. iii. ver. g, 4. + Gal. ch, ii. ver. 20. 
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ever professions are made, if we do not live under 
the influence of the RepttmER's SpIRITIT, we are 
none of his; our faith is vain, we are yet in our 
sins. The life spoken of in the text is also to be 
considered with reference unto that glory which 
shall hereafter be revealed in the people of Goo. 
It is written, “ the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of Gop is eternal life, through Jzsvs 
CurisrT our Lorp.”* This life is so exalted in 
its nature, as to exceed the utmost limits of our 
comprehension; we may however, observe, that it is 
the perfection of the grace already revealed in the 
hearts of the redeemed, which indeed 1s given to pre- 
pare them for it ; and we are assured in holy scripture 
that it shall accomplish this purpose. For it is said, 
The Lox will give grace and glory.“ He gives 
grace, that is, spiritual life, unto his dear children, as 
a preparation for glory ; and he will give glory, that 
is, eternal life, as the perfection of grace. These 
blessings are the gift of Gop through our Loxp 
Jesus CyrisT, If we partake of the one, and live 
in hope that we shall by the divine mercy attain unto. 
the other, with the Apostle we can say, Thanks be 
to Gop for his unspcakable gift.“ 


Second, We are to contemplate the means 
whereby this life is obtained and preserved as they 
are described in the text.“ Verily, verily, I say 


* Rom, ch. vi. ver. 23s + Psalm, Ixxxiv. ver. 11, 
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unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the SON of many 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” 


Gop hath been graciously pleased in compassion 
to the ignorance of our nature, to reveal unto us spi- 
ritual truths under significant emblems taken from the 
things of time and sense. This method is adopted 
in the text, which describes a believing reception of 
CRISI in all his offices, unto the salvation of the 
soul, as “ eating his flesh, and drinking his blood.” 
It is easy to perceive that this passage will not admit 
of any other explication. The Romish absurdity 
that the body of CHRIST is literally to be eaten, and 
his blood drank, is too gross to need a refutation. 


This assertion must be understood with refer- 
ence to those communications of divine grace with 
which the Loxp favors his people; and it inculcates 
this truth, the souls of the redeemed are strengthened 
and refreshed by these gracious manifestations, as their 
bodies are by suitable food and nourishment. Or to 
express myself in the language of our Catechism, 
his soul “ is strengthened and refreshed by the body 
and blood of Cnx1sT as his body is by the bread and 
wine.” The spiritual life is supported by a species of 
nourishment adapted thereunto. Saith our blessed 
Lord, “ I am the true vine, and my Far HER is the 
husbandman; abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in the 
vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me, I am 
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the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in 
me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; 
for without me, ye can do nothing.“ The nourish- 
ment, then, of our spiritual life is derived from the 
Loxp Jxsus CurisT. It is received in an holy 
communion, an intercourse with himself. For as 
the sap, which riseth from the root, nourisheth the 
branches, causing them to grow, and bring forth 
fruit, so the grace of the RE DEEMER communicated 
to the souls of his people, supports in them the liſe 
of Gov, and enables them to glorify him by * the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness.” Our blessed 
Lord is called the PRIN E of life; and it is also said 
of him, * Though he were a So, yet learned he 
obedicnce by the things which he suffered; and being 
made perfect, he became the AuTtmor of eternal sal- 
vation, unto all that obey him; called gf Gop an 
Hicnu PRIEST, after the order of Melchisedec.”+ 
By the sufferings and death of the Repztmer, the 
life of his people was obtained. He saith, I am 
come that they might have life; and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” He imparts this grace 
unto their souls in the use of certain means, which he 
hath been pleased to appoint ſor that purpose. This 
great work is generally effected by the preaching of 
the gospel. Saith the Psalmist, + The law of the 
Lokp is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony 
of the Loxp is sure, making wise the simple; the 
Statutes of the LoRD are right, rejoicing the heart, 


„St. John, ch. xv. ver. 1, 4, 5. 1 Heb. ch. v. ver. 8, 9, 10. 
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the commandment of the Loxp is pure, enlighten- 
ing the eyes'*® The Apostle also saith, + Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
Gop.” Every blessing which respects our spiritual 
existence, proceeds from JESUS. He is the great 
Au ruon and FINISHER of our faith. And if we 
have received him as our Saviour, if we live in 
daily dependance upon his power and goodness, we 
may be said in a spiritual view, to eat his flesh, and 
drink his blood. Thus we have life, and thus it is 
maintained within us. The body and blood of 
Cryr1sT are also spiritually received in the LoRp's 
supper. The bread and wine are there introduced as 
the sign of these. A believer is enabled to look 
through the sign unto the thing signified. The body 
and blood of CHRIST are verily and indeed taken, 
and received by the faithful in this holy sacrament. 
They derive therefrom the greatest benefits. For 
their souls are thereby © strengthened and refreshed, 
as their bodies are by the bread and wine.” They 
come to the holy table oppressed with a sense of 
weakness ; and they obtain needful strength. They 
come faint and weary, but their souls are refreshed; 
and they are enabled to rejoice in the Loxp. 
There the servant of I Ess beholds so lively a repre- 
sentation of his MasTtr's dying love, as must 
greatly affect his mind; and while confiding in the 
Divixs faithfulness, he receives the outward and 


* Psalm, xix. ver. 7, 8. 
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visible sign; he is also made a partaker of the thing 
signified. He can then explain the declaration made 
in the text; for he then knows what it is spiritually 
and by faith © to eat the flesh of the Sox of man, and 
to drink his blood.” All his graces are by these 
means invigorated. His love is increased, his hope 
confirmed, his faith strengthened, his zeal and activity 
enlarged, so that to adopt the language of scripture, 
& he is like a young roe, or a young hart upon the 
mountains of Bether.” Thus he is enabled to run 
with patience the race that is set before him, looking 
unto JIEs Us. Thus he experienceth the comfort of 
waiting upon Gop, and departs greatly refreshed in 
- 8pirit, 


In this most solemn ordinance, as we are taught 
by our church, the body of CuRISs I is given, taken, 
and eaten only after a spiritual manner; and the mean 
whereby the body 1s received and eaten in the supper 
is faith.“ This assertion is found true in the expe- 
rience of believers; for they are thus enabled to 
receive it; and thereby learn the truth of their Savi- 
oUR's words, Whoso eateth my flesh, and drink- 
eth my blood, hath eternal liſe; and J vill raise him 
up at the last day. For my flech is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and J in him. 
As the living FATHER hath sent me, and I live by 


See xxvIIIth Article of Religion, 
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the Far HER, even so he that eateth me, even he 
shall live by me.“ By the use of these means, the 
divine life is maintained in the soul. May we have 
frequent recourse unto them, and experience the 
blessings they were designed to convey ! 


Third, We are to shew the necessity of an 
immediate application unto Cuz1sT the PRINCE of 
life, in the way he hath been pleased to appoint. 


The language of the text sufficiently demon- 
strates the need of an instant address unto the Savr- 
ouR. © Venlly, verily, I say unto you, except ye 
eat the flesh of the Sow of man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you.” Unless, therefore, we are 
united by faith to JEsus, unless we daily receive 
from his fulness grace to supply our want, and enable 
us to increase in the knowledge and love of him, our 
profession is vain, and though we may have a name 
to live, yet we are © dead in trespasses and sins.” 
This awful truth is repeatedly asserted in the sacred 
writings. Saith the Apostle, © Know ye not your 
own selves, how that Jesus CHRIS x is in you, except 
ye be reprobates.”* And again, „If any man have 
not the Sy1r1T of CuRIST, he is none of his.“ T It 
is also written, He that believeth on the Sox, hath 
everlasting life; he that believeth not the Sox, shall 


E 2 Cor. ch. xiii. ver. EL 7 Rom. ch. viii. Vero, Qs 
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not see life; but the wrath of Gop abideth on him.”* 
If these things be true, an immediate application unto 
Cnr1sT is necessary, for the security of our eternal 
happiness. We shall confirm this fact, by observing 
that present neglect of JzsUus may occasion final 
misery. The promises of holy scripture are ad- 
dressed unto those whose compliance with its blessed 
invitations is instant. Each of them assures the peni- 
tent that mercy may now be obtained; but in none is 
it intimated, that this will be the case at a future period. 
The contrary is asscrted. For it is written, * To 
day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” F 
It is also said, © Because I have called, and ye 
refused, I have stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded; but ye set at nought all my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof; I also will laugh at 
your calamity, and will mock when your fear cometh. 
When your fear cometh as a desolation, and your 
destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress 
and anguish cometh upon you, then shall they call 
upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me 
early, but they shall not find me; for that they hated 
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lok.“ T Our cry for mercy may be possibly too 
late. We know, that at present this is not the case. 
We are assured that ** now is the accepted time, now 
is the day of salvation.“ To morrow may be the 


* St, John, ch. iii. ver. 36. + Psalm, xcv. ver. 7, 8. 


+ Prov. ch. i. ver. 24 to 29, 
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day of judgment and of vengeance. This is an awful 
reflection; it inculcates the necessity of an imme- 
diate application unto CHRIST, that we may be 
saved from the wrath to come. This application 
must be made in the way he hath appointed. Those 
who desire to find, must seek in a diligent use of 
the means of grace. Thus sought, IESsVs will be 
found of us to our eternal peace. He is able and 
willing to save to the uttermost all those who come 
unto Gop by him.“ 


The truth we have asserted, suggests the subse- 
quent remarks, 


First, That by nature, men are in a state of 
spiritual death. This melancholy fact is asserted in 
holy writ, and confirmed by observation. It is writ- 
ten, * Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and CHRIST shall give thee life.” Unconverted 
men are also compared to © the deaf adder, which 
refuseth to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he 
never so wisely.” Experience confirms these de- 
scriptions. We see that men live regardless of Gop 
and eternity. We perceive that they have naturally 
no desire after ñᷣim, nor do they exert themselves to 
obtain “ a treasure in heaven,” until the Lo RD hath 
quickened them by his Seix1T. May he animate 
those who are dead in trespasses and sins ! 


Second, We remark, that none but Jesvus can 
U 
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rescue the soul from this sad estate. All the boasted 
exertions of human reason are unable to accomplish 
this great deliverance. Those fine spun systems of mo- 
rality which have been invented and propagated wich 
such diligence, are in this respect of no efficacy. 
But the gospel. This hath © brought life and immor— 
tality to light.“ This proclaimeth “ liberty to the 
captives, the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound;” yea, life to the dead. Let it be observed, 
that a mere profession of the gospel will not effect 
this work. In order to our deliverance from spiri- 
tual death, we must experience the power thereof. 
„% Cux1sT must be in us, the hope of glory.” We 
must be born again of the HoLy SPIRIT. If this 
be once obtained, our deliverance from spiritual 


death is thereby secured. May Gop effect this in 
every heart. | 


Third, We remark, that those who desire to 
obtain deliverance from spiritual death, and all its 
attendant horrors, must seek it of CHRIST, who alone 
is © the way, and the truth, and the life.” It is 
written, Him hath Gop set forth to be a propitia- 
tion, through faith in his blood.” And again,“ There 
is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.“ How vain then is 
their hope, who expect salvation as the reward of 
their own good works! Such buildings are founded 
upon the sand; whenever the storm shall arise and 
beat upon them, they will fall, and great will be the 
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fall thereof, Lean not upon an arm of flesh; but 
apply unto Ess, who is a complete SAviouR. 
Trust in kim alone. So shall your house be built 
upon a rock, and remain firm for ever. You cannot 
otherwise be secure; for there is no other deliverer. 
Hence ariseth the necessity of an application unto him. 
We must either make that or perich. May GOD Ar- 
MIGHTY glve us grace 1n this our day, to know the 
things that pertain unto our peace! May he make 
us wise unto salvation, through JIESsUSs CurisT our 
LoxD. Amen! 
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LECTURE XIX. 


* 


1 CORINTHIANS, ch. xi. ver. 28. 


But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup. 


Is our former Lectures upon the Loxpy's supper, 
we have had occasion to describe the nature of that 
ordinance, the end of its institution, and the benefits 
which are derived from a believing reception thereof. 
We are now to consider the duty which is required 
of those who attend this holy sacrament. Our text 
is replete with information upon this subject. It was 
indeed designed as a perpetual command to regulate 
the conduct of those who approach the Lok p's 
table. The duty it enjoins is worthy of a serious 
and unremitting attention, even though it be not 
performed with a view to the commemoration of the 
Saviour's death. For it is always necessary that 
. we should know ourselves; that we should be ac- 
quainted with our situation 1n regard to death, judg- 
ment, and eternity; and we cannot acquire this 
valuable information without attention to the precept 
before us, Let a man examine himself.“ Thus he 
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shall know his real character and condition. It is 
indispensably requisite that we should examine our- 
selves with the greatest impartiality, ere we presume 
to celebrate the Lon 's supper. The neglect of this 
occasions many to eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup unto their own condemnation. If we would 
avoid so dreadful an evil, let us attend unto the Apo- 
stolical admonition, ** Let a man examine himself, and 
so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” 
As these words are evidently designed for the direc- 
tion of those who + mind to come unto the holy 
communion of the body and blood of Curisrt 
our SAviouR,” WE shall confine ourselves to that 
view of the subject, which, by the divine assistance, 
we propose to contemplate in the following manner, 


First, We shall explain the nature of that ex- 
amination which St. Paul here recommends. „ Let 
a man examine himself.“ 


Second, We will shew the necessity of self-ex- 
amination, in order to a proper reception of the 
Lonxp's supper, as intimated in the text. “ So let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” 


Let thine HoLy Sye1r1Tt, O Lox, enable us to 


speak and hear as we ought, upon these important 
subjects. 


First, We are to explain the nature of that ex- 
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amination which St. Paul here recommends. “ Let a 
man examine himself.” 


Those who are suspected of any particular 
crimes, are examined in the presence of the judge, 
that their innocence or guilt may be known, Upon 
these occassions the utmost impartiality must be 
observed, that the deeision may be righteous. Pre- 
cious metals, as gold and silver, are examined by 
fire; both to ascertain, and increase their purity. 
There is in the sacred writings a fine allusion to this 
practice. The Prophet, speaking of the REDEEMER, 
saith, * He is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' 
soap. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of sil- 
ver; and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lob an offering in righteousness.”* The examina- 
tion spoken of in the text is similar to these. The 
design thereof is to discover the sincerity of our 
religious professions. The questions to be urged are 
of this nature. Am I converted and become as a 
little child? Have I in my heart, conduct and conver- 
sation, the evidences of a death unto sin, and a new 
birth unto righteousness ? Or, having a name to live, 
am IJ as yet dead in trespasses and sins ? This exami- 
nation is a strict and impartial scrutiny of the heart; 
an enquiry whether its dispositions are consistent with 
the divine will; whether it be endowed with that 


* Mal, ch, iii. ver. 2, 3. 
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& holiness without which no man can see the Loxp ?” 
An examination which respects such important ob- 
jects, must not be superficial; it must be close and 
particular. The written word of Gop 1s the law 
whereby it must be regulated. To this unerring 
test every thought of the heart, every word of the 
mouth, and every act of the life must be brought; 
and they are to receive approbation or censure, as 
they are found conformable or contrary to the sacred 
precepts. Unless our self. examination be thus order- 
ed, it will prove unprofitable. We shall not obtain 
thereby a more correct knowledge of ourselves. 
This duty is enforced in many parts of holy scrip- 
ture, It is written, Commune with your own heart 
upon your bed, and be still.“ Be serious in your 
enquiries respecting the state of your soul. In your 
most retired moments let it occupy your care and at- 
tention, Yea, © upon your bed commune with 
your own heart.” You are indeed laid down thereon 
to seek repose, but you may never rise again. You 
may be lifted thence and placed in a coffin, or ere 
the morning dawns, yourself and your dwelling may 
be consumed by devouring flames. At this solemn 
period, therefore, while an interposing veil of darkness 
conceals from your sight the world, with its allur- 
ing vanities, examine your own heart. Lift it up in 
earnest prayer to Gop, that it may be cleansed from 
its pollutions ; delivered from the oppressive bondage 


Psalm, iv. ver. 4. 
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of satan; and brought into the service of Gov, 
which is perfect freedom. Such an examination can- 
not be properly conducted without the gracious as- 
sistance of Gop the Holy SeiriT. Hence the 
Psalmist prayed thus, „Search me, O Gop, and 
know my heart; try me, .and know my thoughts, 
and see if there be any wicked way in me; and lead 
me in the way everlasting.”* May we be enabled to 
imitate his conduct, We are commanded thus to 
examine ourselves. Indeed the judgment or con- 
demnation of others is not within our province. 
Our blessed Lord hath forbidden us to intermeddle 
therewith. He saith, © Judge not, and ye shall not 
be judged; condemn not, and ye shall not be con- 
demned.” t St. Paul likewise asserts the folly and 
wickedness of such a conduct. © Who art thou, 
that judgest another man's servant? to his own mas- 
ter he standeth or falleth.”* Leave, therefore, O 
man, all judgment respecting others to Gop; and be 
it thy care, diligently to examine thyself; for remem- 
ber, that © Gop will bring into judgment every 
work, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be cvil.“) In the great day of account, 
thou wilt not be questioned respecting others ; thou 
wilt never be required to answer for the crimes or 
follies of thy neighbour. Gop knows, and if thou 
art taught of him, thou knowest thyself, that thou art 


Psalm, Cxxxix, ver. 23, 24, f St. Luke. ch, vi. ver, 37. 


} Rom, ch. xiv, ver. 4. 5 Eccl. Ch, xii. ver. 14. 
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a sinner, and therefore hast no right to cast the stone 
at another. Awake, awake, O conscience, perform 
thine office. Plead the cause of an offended CREA.“ͥ 
ToR. Summon each sinner to thy tribunal; and 
may Gop enable thee to shew him his guilt in all its 
native deformity ! Examine thyself, O man, inspect 
thine own neart, see there, concealed from outward 
view, lurks thy darling lust; behold there thy pride, 
thy self-sufficiency, which disposes thee to reject 
Cur1sT; to judge and condemn thy poor brother, 
who, in the sight of Gop, may be more acceptable 
than thyself, „ For the Loxp seeth not as man 
seeth.“ Behold there thine unbelicf; thy love of the 
world ; thy criminal indifference respecting the things 
of Gop, if not thine utter aversion to him. In fact, 
thou mayest there discover the seeds of every enor- 
mity. Sit, therefore, in close and impartial judgment 
upon thine heart, and be it thy constant endeavour to 
know thyself. 


If we contemplate self-examination with refer- 
ence to a suitable reception of the Lory's supper, 
the nature of it is explained in the Catechism. We 
are here taught, that the duty of those who come to 
the Lorxy's supper, is, © to examine themselves 
whether they repent them truly of their former sins, 
stedfastly purposing to lead a new life, have a lively 
faith in Gop's mercy through CAHRIST, with a thank- 
ful remembrance of his death, and be in charity with 


LECTURE XIX. 301 


all men,” The subjects, then, respecting which we 
must examine ourselves, are the following. 


First, Whether we repent us truly of our former 
sins. The nature of evangelical repentance hath been 
already described. Let each enquire, Hath CHRISH 
imparted unto me that gift of grace, true repent- 
ance? Have I learned, from a conviction of its 
malignant and destructive nature, to abhor sin? Am 
I grieved in heart on account of my repeated trans- 
gressions? Do I stedfastly purpose, by the help of 
Gov, to lead a new life? These are questions which 
every one should propose to himself. They form a 
part of that self. examination upon the subject of 
repentance, which is requisite, that we may worthily 
partake of the“ bread and wine which the Loxp 
hath commanded to be received.“ 


Second, We must examine ourselves, whether 
we © have a lively faith in Gop's mercy through 
Curisr.” An humble confidence that we shall 
obtain acceptance with Go» through the all-sufficient 
merits of the RREDEEMER. We are not merely to 
enquire, if we give a speculative assent unto the 
truth of the gospel. If this be the extent of our con- 
fidence, it is not worthy to be called faith. Unto 
those who thus believe, we may apply the language 
of St. James; Thou believest that there is one 

Gop thou doest well; the devils also believe and 
tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
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faith without works is dead.““ Our enquiries upon 


this subject should be these, Have I that faith which 


is of the operation of the HoLy Sy1k1T, which puri- 
fieth the heart, and worketh powerfully by love? 
Not a cold inert sentiment, but a lively and active 
principle which fills the heart with love to JIEsus, 
and stimulates the man to the most noble exertions for 
his glory who died to redeem his people from death. 
Examine yourselves concerning this matter with im- 
partiality and seriousness : for it is written, “ With- 
out faith, it is impossible to please Gop.” 


Third, We are to examine ourselves whether 
we have a thankful remembrance of CHRITST's death. 
If our hearts are sanctified through faith which is in 
him, we $hall certainly possess such a recollection. 
For being thus made partakers of every gospel bless- 
ing, we shall contemplate with the most unfeigned 
gratitude, that grand event, which made “ Recon- 
ciliation for iniquity.” Under the influence of this 
truth we shall adopt that song of praise, Thou art 
worthy for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
Gov by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people and nation.” F It is thought right to cherish 
a grateful remembrance of those who have been 


friends to ourselves, or have deserved well of their 


country. It is much more requisite to record with 
thankful hearts the dying love of our blessed Saviour. 


St. James, ch. ii. ver. 19, 20. Revel. ch. v. ver. g. 
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He who can contemplate this event with cold indif- 
ference gives others great reason to suppose that he is 
ein the gall of bitterness, and the bond of iniquity.” 
Is this our case? Or have we a thankful remembrance 
of the death of Cuz1sr? Examine yourselves in re- 
spect to this matter. 


Fourth, It is our duty to enquire whether we 
are © in charity with all men.” If we are experi- 
mentally acquainted with the glorious gospel, we shall 
indeed “ love one another.” It is written, © Beloved, 
let us love one another for love is of Go p, and every 
one that loveth is born of Gop, and knoweth Gop. 
He that loveth not, knoweth not Gop; for Gop is 
love.”* The religion of JESUS is most amiable in 
its nature and tendency. It subdues, and eradicates 
those evil dispositions of * envy, hatred, malice, 
and all uncharitableness, which are the bane of hu- 
man happiness. It annihilates those conceited views 
of prejudice and bigotry, which interrupt the harmony 
of the church, and obstruct the religious intercourse 
of Christians. It expands the heart, and inclines its 
happy possessor to esteem with truly fraternal affec- 
tion, all who love the LoRD JESUS Curist in sin- 
cerity and truth. Inspect your own hearts. Are you 
thus in charity with all men? Have you learned to 
requite evil with good? To render blessing for curs- 
ing, imitating his conduct, of whom ye say, He is 


* 1 John, ch. iv. ver. 7, 8. 
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our Lord? It is our duty to propose these or similar 
questions to our own hearts. May Gop the Horx 
SPIRIT shed abroad in our souls the constraining 
love of IEsus! We shall then love as brothers, all 
his people however distinguished by a variety of de- 
nominations among men. So far with regard to the 
nature of that self-examination which the text requires. 
Let a man examine himself.“ The Loxp give us 
grace to obey the important precept ! | 


Second, We are to shew the necessity of self- 
examination, in order to a suitable reception of the 
Lord's supper, as intimated in the text. “ So let 
him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” 


These words evidently imply that none should 
presume to approach the Loxp's table, who hath not 
diligently inspected his own heart. He should do this 
as in the sight of Gop © from whom no secrets are 
hid.” Let him enquire whether he is indeed a renew- 
ed character; whether the precepts of the gospel are 
exemplified in his life and conversation? If upon an 
impartial review he finds that his case is such, then - 
let him approach the Lox oy's table, and with meek 
gratitude so let him eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup.” On the other hand, if conscience testi- 
fieth against him that he hath neither repentance, nor 
obedience, nor faith, nor love, let him abstain from the 
holy feast, nor dare to profane so sacred an ordinance 
by an unworthy participation thereof, The text thus 
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viewed affords a most convincing proof that a 
diligent self-inspection is requisite for all who would 
worthily commemorate the Lox p's death. 


We approach the holy table to profess our 
sorrow for sin, and our resolution by the all sufficient 
aid of divine grace to walk in obedience to the com- 
mandments of Gop. Upon these solemn occasions 
we also assert, our lively faith in the divine mercy 
through ]zsus the Saviour; our grateful recollec- 
tion of his dying love, and we affirm that under the 
influence of his constraining mercy, © we are in 
charity with all men.” We can only ascertain the 
justice of these professions by a serious scrutiny 
of our own hearts, by comparing the dispositions 
thereof with the sound precepts of the sacred volume. 
For holy scripture is a glass wherein if we look with 
attention, we shall behold our own resemblance, and 
thus learn what manner of persons we are. If we 
would not offend God by asserting in his presence, 
and at his table, that we entertain sentiments with 
which our hearts are totally unacquainted, we must 
diligently attend unto this very thing. 


It is also necessary that we enquire minutely into 
the state of our own hearts, ere we partake of the 
Lokp's supper, that we may not expose ourselves to 
condemnation by approaching his table in an unholy 
frame of mind. St. Paul saith, „He that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 
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to himself, not discerning the Lon pD's body.” He 
who comes to this table with an unsanctified spirit doth 
thereby convert an wholsome food into a deadly 
poison. This most comfortable sacrament is made 
unto him as it were, * a savour of death unto 
death.“ © He eateth and drinketh damnation to him- 
self.“ Not irrevocable misery, but present sorrow 
and trouble, yea in some cases death itself. Hence 
the Apostle saith, For this cause many are weak 
and sickly among you, and many sleep.” Would 
you avoid this punishment ? Examine then your own 
hearts. For if we would judge ourselves, we 
Should not be judged. But when we are judged, we 
are chastencd of the Lo RD that we should not be con- 
demned with the world.“ These united considerations 
clearly evince the necessity of self examination ere we 
present ourselves at the Lo p's table. 


The truth which we have asserted teacheth us for 
what manner of persons the Lox D's supper is designed. 
It was not instituted for the hypocritical professor, 
and much less for the openly prophane. Some such 
indeed, 

© Have made the symbols of atoning grace 
An office key, a pick- lock to a place. 


And infidels have prov'd their title good, 
By an oath dipp'd in sacramental blood.“““ 


The holy sacrament is a believer's ordinance, it is in- 


* Cowper, 
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tended to strengthen and refresh the Lox »'s redeem- 
ed, who, as their hearts do not condemn them, have 
confidence towards Gop, The Lord make us such 
characters. 


We also observe from what hath been said, 
what care we should take, that we may not receive 
the Loxp's supper in an unworthy manner. When 
we approach the table of an earthly friend, we are 
studious of propriety and decorum. Our appearance 
is neat, our deportment modest, and we endeavour $0 
to conduct ourselves as to secure the good opinion of 
all who are present. If it be necessary to be thus 
circumspect in the presence of a friend, how much 
more is it so, at the table of Go p. Upon these solemn 
occasions we should “lift up holy hands without 
wrath or doubting.” If we consider the fatal conse- 
quences of neglect, it will dispose us to cry unto Gop 
for help, from whom alone cometh “ the preparation 
of the heart, and the answer of the tongue in man.” 


We may also learn from what hath been ad- 
vanced, the necessity of diligent prayer unto Gov, 
that we may be enabled to celebrate the ordinances of 
our most holy faith in a suitable manner. The re- 
newal and sanctification of the heart appertaineth unto 
Gop by whom it was created. It must therefore be 
sought of him, He saith indeed, . A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you; and I will take away the stony heart out of 
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your flesh; and I will give you an heart of flesh.“ 
Encouraged by this promise may we call upon him, 
who is able to do exceeding abundant above all that 
we can ask or think, or are worthy to receive. And 
may he bestow upon us every needful blessing for 


time and eternity, through IESUS CHRISH our Log. 
Amen ! | 


* Ezek, ch; xxxvi. ver. 26. 
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2 TIM. ch. i. ver. 13. 


Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast 
heard of me in faith, and love which is in CHRIST 
ZESUS. 


Tas second Epistle to Timothy, is supposed to have 
been the last which St. Paul wrote. The following 
declaration gives probability to this idea; I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is 
at hand. I have fought a good fight: I have finished 
my course; I have kept the faith. Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the 
Lo Rp, the righteous JU DGE, shall give me at that 
day, and not to me only but unto all them also, that 
love his appearing.” We may therefore contemplate 
the text as a final caution given by this great Apostle 
unto Timothy his own son in the faith. It is as 
though St. Paul had said, I have instructed thee 
in the faith of IE SuS; I have taught thee a form of 
words, which are called sound, not merely on account 
of their truth, but because they produce the most 
blessed effects in the soul. As the hour of my disso- 
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lution approaches, I charge thee, for the last time, to 
& hold them fast.” Adhere to them with constancy 
and zeal, Keep them © in faith,“ a firm conviction 
of their truth, an experimental knowledge of their 
efficacy “and love,” a fervent affection towards them, 
„ which is in Cur1sT JEsvus,” which hath him as its 
source, object, and end. This precept is likewise 
addressed unto us. For the form of sound words 
which was committed to Timothy, is communicated 
to us “ in these last days.” We possess the lively 
oracles of Gop. We enjoy the light of the blessed 
gospel; we are favored with the ordinances of the 
divine appointment. These are privileges of which 
we should be tenacious. We $hould © hold them 
fast in faith and love which is in CHRIST IESus.“ 
The Loxp enable us so to do. 


In the prosecution of our Lecture, we purpose. 


First, To enquire respecting the import of that 
expression “ the form of sound words.“ 


Second, We shall endeavour to explain the 
precept, Hold fast the form of sound words.” 


Third, We shall point out the method of attaining 
to steadfastness in the faith as described in the text. 
5 In faith and love which is in CHRIST IJ Es us.“ 


May the Lok p bless the word of his grace, as 
a means of salvation unto each of our souls! 
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First, We are to enquire respecting the import 
of that expression, © the form of sound words.” 


It hath been asserted, that St. Paul here refers 
to a compendium of the christian faith, a species of 
catechism drawn up either by himself, or by Timothy 
under his own direction. We apprehend that he 
alludes to the gospel; which form of sound words, 
he was under God the honored instrument of bringing 
to the knowledge of this young man whom he there- 
fore calleth his dearly beloved Son. The two 
epistles addressed to this minister inculcate the im- 
portant doctrines of the gospel. The former particu- 
larly describes the duties of the pastoral office and the 
manner in which they should be performed. In the 
latter St. Paul exhibits a pleasing view of the gospel 
as a system of free grace. He nobly asserts that Go p 
& hath saved and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our own works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace which was given us in CHRIST 
JEsvs, before the world began.” He likewise gives 
many excellent precepts to regulate the conduct, pre- 
dicts the numerous heresies which would infest the 
church in the latter ages, and concludes with an affect- 
ing declaration of his confidence in the living Gov. 
These epistles are to be considered as © a form of 
sound words,” because they were written by inspira- 
tion of the HoLy SrIRIT; and the truths they teach, 
promote the health of the soul. As they were ad- 


dressed to Timothy, it is probable that St. Paul 
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refered to them in that command, “ Hold fast the 
form of sound words which thou, hast heard of me.” 
In its most extensive reference, the term “ sound 
words“ appertains unto the holy scriptures, both of 
the old and new Testament. These contain every 
requisite information, to make men wise for eternity. 
And those who experience the power of the truths 
therein revealed, can testify that they bring life and 
health to the soul. The Psalmist saith, „The law 
of the Loxd is perfect converting the soul; the testi- 
mony of the Loxd is sure, making wise the simple, 
the statutes of the Lord are right rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lox is pure, enlightening 
the eyes.“ May this form of sound words be the 
Sole standard of our faith and practice ! 


Every compendium of religion which is so ex- 
tracted from the sacred writings as to accord with 
their general tendency, may be considered as a form 
of sound words; yet it cannot be asserted that the 
Apostle had such systems in his mind when he wrote 
the precept before us. Nevertheless so far as they 
consist with the written word of Gop it may be so 


applied. 


We have lately attempted to confirm your faith 
in that excellent summary of true religion, the church 


Catechism, which may be called a form of sound 


Psalm, xix. ver. 7, 9. 
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words, inasmuch as it accords with the declarations of 
holy writ. We are there taught that man is a sinner 
by nature; that he hath no foundation of hope towards 
Gop, but our Loxp JESUS CHRIST who was de- 
livered for our offences, and raised again for our 
justification. It is also written, © Thou shalt love 
the Loxp thy Gov with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind, and thy neigbour as thyself.”* These doctrines 
and precepts are so clearly explained, and so happily 
enforced in the Catechism, that the most unlearned 
may understand, and the most insensible must feel. 
We trust after what hath been advanced at different 
times upon this subject, we may be allowed to say 
with reference thereunto, “ hold fast the form of 
sound words which thou hast heard of me in faith 
and love which is in CHRIST JEsus,” 


Second, We are to attempt an explanation of 
the precept, hold fast the form of sound words.“ 


In this, as in the former epistle, St. Paul pre- 
dicts a great apostacy from the faith. He saith, 
% Now the Sye1x1T speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils. 
Speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and com- 


* St. Luke, ch. x. ver. 27. 
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manding to abstain from meats which Gov hath 
created to be received with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth.”* This prophecy 
hath been in a great measure explained by its accom- 
plichment. The precept in our text was designed to 
confirm Timothy in the truth he had received, and 
the defection of others is mentioned, to excite him to 
retain with firmness * the faith once delivered to the 
saints.“ Indeed a great or general departure from the 
truth and purity of the gospel, should occasion greater 
zeal and constancy in those who retain the profession 
thereof. For if the cause be likely to sustain an 
injury by the secession of pretended friends, it is 
indispensably requisite that those who continue therein 
should strive by increasing diligence to counteract 
the baneful effect of such a departure. The precept 
before us may be illustrated by the subsequent in- 
junctions of holy writ. “ Be sober, be vigilant, 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, whom 
resist, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are 
in the world.“ Sobriety and vigilance are no doubt 
necessary to a perseverance in the faith of the gospel. 
It is also written,“ Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong.“ T He who desires to 
“hold fast the form of sound words which he hath 


* 1 Tim. ch. iv. ver. 1, to g. Þ 1 Pet. ch. v. ver. 8, 9. 
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heard,” must be strong in the Loxp, and in the 
power of his might. He must take unto him “ the 
whole armour of Gop, that he may be able to with- 
Stand in the evil day, and having done all to stand.” 
May we have grace so to do! The injunction be- 
fore us requires a constant and steady adherence unto 
the blessed gospel. It directs us to be always vigi- 
lant, lest at any time our constancy should be shaken; 
and prepared with meekness and fear, to answer 
those who ask a reason of the hope that is in us. 
This command supposes, that we are convinced of 
the truth of the gospel; persuaded of its divine origin 
and experimentally acquainted with its renovating 
powers. It also implies that we study the gospel; that 
our © delight is to meditate therein by day and 
night,” and that we are resolved through grace to 
& be steadfast unto death.” If such principles are 
implanted in the heart, they will occasion a zealous 
activity in the defence of the gospel; they will excite 
a determined resistance to whatever opposes the truth, 
whether it be found in ourselves or in others, and 
this resistance will be conducted with meekness, can- 
dour, and benevolence. 


Such an adherence to the cause of Gop can 
only be accomplished by his Aumicaurty aid, Would 
you “ hold fast the form of sound words?” Apply 
then unto Goo for grace to persevere. Adopt the 
following expressive petition, it was that of an emi- 
nent saint, Hold up my goings in thy paths, that 


316 LECTURE xx. 


my footsteps slip not. Keep me as the apple of 
the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings.“ 
This prayer, if granted, will ensure perseverance; 
otherwise it cannot be attained. 


Suffer, we entreat you, the word of exhortation; 
& Hold fast the form of sound words.” If ever the 
necessity of the times could justify or enforce the 
precept, this is the period. We have beheld great 
and alarming instances of defection from the faith. 
Infidelity once the exclusive, always the unenviable 
property of a few in the higher walks of life, hath 
now an awful prevalence among the lowest of the 
people. Modern philosophy attempts to supersede 
revelation; in many instances it hath proved suc- 
cessful; and the enemies of our peace are watching 
for that moment when they may deprive us of our 
dearest privileges. Surely then, those who love the 
cause of Gob and CHRIST, should now interfere. 
Let them “ contend earnestly for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints.“ I call upon you, to hold fast 
in the strength of Gop, that form of sound words 
with which ye are favored in a scriptural, and well 
constituted establishment. Be not seduced from the 
purity of the faith by men of an insidious disposition; 
who, while they “ promise you liberty, are themselves 
the servants of corruption.” “ My son, fear thou 
Gop and the king, and meddle not with them who 
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are given to change.” May Gop Arwmicurty send 
his HoLy SpIRIT to write in every heart the precept 
we have considered; may he enable us to continue 
steadfast in the faith as we have been taught, and to 
grow daily in the knowledge and love of our Lozxp 
JzsuUs CRIST. 


Third, We are to point out the method of at- 
taining unto steadfastness in the faith as described 
in the text; “ in faith and love, which is in CHRIST 
JIEsus.“ 


In this latter clause of the text we are presented 
with the complete armour of a christian, which in 
another place is thus described: * Stand, therefore, 
having your loins girt about with truth, and having on 
the breastplate of righteousness, and your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Above 
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked; and 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Sp1R1T, Which is the word of Gop, praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the SPIRIT, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance.”* Who. 


ever intends to © hold fast the form of sound words” 


committed unto him, will find the whole of this 
armour necessary, He must take it, yea, and bring 
it forth into daily use. For constant exertion 1s 


* Eph. ch, vi. ver. 14 to 18, 
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necessary, that perseverance in the faith may be en- 
sured. The expressions which occur in this part of 
our text, claim our attention: “ in faith and love, 
which is in Curx1sT IESsUs.“ Let us meditate upon 
them. „ In faith.” Now * faith is the substance 
of things hoped for; the evidence of things not 
seen.“ It is not merely an assent of the understand- 
ing unto the truths we profess to retain; but an 
heartfelt knowledge of their power. Such a behef as 
is wrought in the heart by the Holy SeikriT of 
Gop. The man who 1s endowed with this grace, 
thus contemplates the gospel. I believe that Curist 
is a SAv1iouUR; because through grace I partake of 
his salvation, He hath reconciled me unto Gop by 
his most precious blood. He hath quickened my 
soul, once dead in sin, by the power of his Se1r1T; 
He supports me day by day, and I trust that he who 
hath begun a good work in my soul, will “ present 
me faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy.” Thus “ faith is the substance of 
things hoped for.” It is an hand whereby the soul 
receives the blessings of redemption. It is also the 
evidence of things which are not visible to the carnal 
eye. Itenables the man to look beyond this dark vale 
of tears, to the promised land of pure delight.” Yea, 
when it is in lively exercise, he anticipates the joys of 
heaven. He saith, Yet a little while, and this earthly 
tabernacle shall be taken down; then shall I enter 


* Heb. ch. xi. ver. 1. 
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that © house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens,” where I shall dwell for ever. There shall 
I be made like unto him whom my soul loveth; I 
Shall be with kim in his glory. How desirable is 
that faith which thus entereth within the veil ! May 
the Loxp impart it unto our souls! 


The Apostle also saith, „and love.” Not 
merely a professional respect or attachment, but the 
love of Gop shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
SeiR1T. If our soul be thus sanctified by divine 
love, we shall cleave unto our God with full purpose 
of heart. We shall highly prize his word and truth. 
Vea, we shall “ count all things loss for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Curisr JESsUVs our 
Loxp.” This love is a fruit and evidence of saving 
faith. For it is written, “ faith which worketh by 
love,” worketh, by producing in the heart and 
conduct the peaceable fruits of righteousness, which 
are to the glory of Gop. This expression includes 
an affection for “ all who love the LoD JIESUs 
Curse in sincerity and truth.” Saith the Apostle, 
& Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 
Gov, and every one that loveth, is born of Goo, 
and knoweth Gop.'* And again, © Every one that 
loveth kim that begat, loveth him also that is begotten 
of him. T To this it is added, which is in CHRIST 
Jzsus.” Faith which embraceth him as the Sa vi- 


1 John, ch. iv. ver. 7. + Ibid, ch. v. ver. 1. 
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o ux, Which receives him into the heart, reclines 
upon his gracious promises; lives upon him from 
day to day ; was produced by him ; hath as its ob- 
Ject, IEsus CurisT, and him crucified. Love to 
him, produced in the soul by an experience of his 
grace and mercy ; a fervent affection to his gospel, 
his commandments, and his dear children. These 
graces, these © fruits of the SpIRIT,“ are the most 
likely means to produce a resolute adherence unto 
the „ truth of Gop.”” Yea, where these are indeed 
found, there will also be a perseverance unto the end. 
All such, being kept“ faithful unto death, shall re- 
ceive the crown of life.” We may indeed be assured, 
that if Gop hath imparted unto the soul that faith 
and love which behold CHRIST as their AuTnoR, 
Os jECT, and Exp; he will also give grate © to hold 
fast the form of sound words.” For “ faithful is he 
that calleth you, who also will do it.” Let, therefore, 
all who are emulous of perseverance in the faith, 
seek the accomplishment of their desire in an experi- 
ence of gospel grace; even “ in faith and love, 
which is in CHRIST IESsus.“ | 


From what hath been advanced, we may ob- 
serve, that the gospel is an important trust which 
Cop hath committed unto our charge. Saith the 
Apostle, We were allowed of Gop to be put in 
trust with the gospel.” He considered the dispensa- 
tion of the gospel, as a solemn deposit which the 
Lok had entrusted him, and of which he should one 
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day render an account to the Ju DE of quick and 
dead. The same is the case, not only with ministers, 
but like wise with private christians. To them it is 
said, © As every man hath received the gift, so mini- 
ster the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of Gop.”* This talent is neither to 
be buried in the earth, nor wrapped in a napkin; it 
must be employed in the service of Gop; to the 
glory of his name, and for the edification of the 
church. Believer, thou art a steward of Gop. He 
hath committed to thy keeping a trust of the most 
sacred nature. Take thou care to © hold fast the 
form of sound words which thou hast received, in 
faith and love which is in CHRIST IESsus.“ 


We also observe, that this solemn trust must be 
discharged with constancy and faithfulness. © It is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 
Let us ever recollect, that the servant whose con- 
demnation was so awful, had not embezzled his lord's 
talent. His only crime was that he did not improve it. 
& He which had received the one talent, came and said, 
Lord, I knew thee, that thou art an hard man, reap- 
ing where thou hast not sown, and gathering where 
thou hast not strawed; and I was afraid, and went 
and hid thy talent in the earth; lo, there thou hast 
that is thine.” Such an excuse could not be ad- 
mitted. It was therefore said, Cast ye the unpro- 
fitable servant into outer darkness, there shall be 


* 1 Pet. ch. iv. ver. 10. 
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weeping and gnashing of teeth.”* Let us learn from 
so affecting an example, to be diligent, active, and 
constant in the preservation of that deposit which the 
Lord hath committed unto us. May we retain the 
form of sound words, experience their power in our 
hearts; and display their purity in our life and de- 
portment. Thus may we be found in peace of Gop 
at his coming to judgment. 


Lastly, from what hath been said, we learn the 
necessity of constant prayer unto Gop for the aid of 
his grace, We are not able of ourselves to retain 
with constancy the truth as it is in Jzsus. If we 
are forsaken of Gop, and unsupported by him, we 
shall apostatize, we shall even “ deny the Loxp 
that bought us.” The influences of grace, and their 
continuance are to be sought by prayer to Gon. 
He saith, © I will yet be enquired of by the house 
of Israel, to do for them.” Let us, therefore, by 
prayer and supplication, seek the assistance of our 
HEAVENLY FATHER, that we may be firm and con- 
stant in his cause. Let us intreat kim to preserve us 
unshaken by the frowns or the allurements of an evil 
world; by the malice and treachery of satan, and by 
the deceitfulness of our own hearts; that so having 
retained with fidelity his divine truth, we may be ad- 
mitted to his kingdom and glory, through our Loo 


Jesus Curxisr. Amen! 5 M 56 


* St, Matt. ch. xxv. ver. 24, 25 and go. 
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AN EXPLANATION, &c. 


— 


O. War is your name? 

A. N. or M. 

O. What doth your Christian name denote ? 

A. That I am, by baptism, introduced to the visible 
professing church of CHRIST. 

Q. Who gave you this name? 

A. My Godfathers and Godmothers, in my baptism, 
wherein I was made a member of CurisT, the child of 
God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. 

D. What is it to be a member of CHRISTA 

A. To be united unto him by a true and living faith ; 
| who saith, „I am the vine, ye are branches.“ 

O. What is it to be a child of Gop? 

A. To be regenerate, and born again of water and of the 
HoLyY SPIRIT. 

O. Who are inheritors of the kingdom of heaven? 

A. All true believers, who are called the sons of Gop; 
and if sons, then they are heirs, heirs of Gop, and joint heirs 
with JEsUs CuR1sT our LoRD. 

O. Doth baptism, by water alone, either entitle you to, 
or put you into the possession of these privileges ? | 

A. No; We have no right to spiritual blessings, but 
what is derived from our LORD JESsus CHRIST. And we 
are put into possession of them, not by mere water bap- 
tism, but by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Houy Gnosr, of which that is the outward and visi- 
ble sign. | 
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0. What did your Godfathers and Godmothers then 
for you ? 

A. They did promise and vow three things in my 
name; First, that I should renounce the devil, and all his 
works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and all 
the sinful lusts of the flesh ; Secondly, that I should believe all 
the articles of the Cristian faith; and Thirdly, that I should 
keep God's holy will and commandments all the days of 
my life. 

0. What is it to renounce the things you have named? 

A. Not to follow, or be led by them. 

O. What is it to believe all the articles of the Christian 
faith ? 

A. To receive them as great truths of Gop, which 
are essentially connected with our everlasting happiness. 

Q. What is it to keep Gop's holy will and com- 
mandments ? | 

A. To strive by the help of God that all our thoughts, 
words, and deeds, may be consistent therewith. 

C. Dost thou not think that thou art bound to believe 
and to do, as they have promised for thee ? 

A. Yes, verily; and by Gop's help so I will. And 1 
heartily thank our heavenly FATHER, that he hath called me 
to this state of salvation, through JesUs CHñRIST our SAvi- 
OUR. And I pray unto God to give me his grace, that I 
may continue in the same unto my life's end. 

Q. What do you mean by a state of salvation ? 

A. I mean, that state of deliverance from the guilt, the 
love, and power of sin, as well as the enjoyment of recon- 
ciliation and favor with Gop into which believers are brought, 
through our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 

O. Rehearse the Articles of thy Belief. 

A. 1 BELIEVE in God the FaTueR ALMIGHTY, 
maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus CHRIST his only 
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SON our LoRD; who was conceived by the HoLy Gos, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried, he descended into hell, the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into hea- 
ven, and sitteth on the right-hand of God the FaruER 
ALMIGHTY; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the HoLy GHOST ; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life everlast- 
ing. Amen. | 

Q. What do you mean by the Holy Catholic Church? 

A. The universal church of CHRIST, composed of be- 
lievers from every nation, and tongue, and kindred, and 
people. 

Q. What do you mean by the communion of saints ? 

A. That holy intercourse and fellowship which pre- 
vails among those who are sanctified by the SPIRIT of Gop. 

O. What dost thou chiefly learn in these Articles of thy 
Belief. 

A. First, IJ learn to believe in Gor the FaTHER, who 
hath made me and all the world; Secondly, in Gop the Sox, 
who hath redeemed me, and all mankind; Thirdly, in Gop 
the HoLy GrosrT, who sanctifieth me and all the elect people 


of Gop. 
O. In what manner did Gop the Sox redeem his 


people ? | | 
A. By his life, death, and resurrection, * He was 
delivered for our offences, and raised again for our jus- 
tification.“ | . | 

O. What do you mean when you say that Gop the 
HoLy GuosT sanctifieth you, and all the elect people of 


Gop ? 
A. I mean, that by his gracious influences, all the people 
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of GoD are separated from the love of sin; brought into the 
love of holiness; and enabled to glorify Gop by obedience to 
his righteous commandments. 

C. Why do you call the people of Gop elect ? 

A. Because Gop hath from the beginning chosen them 
unto ſalvation, „through sanctiſication of the SpIRIT, and 
belief of the truth.“ | 

. You said that your Godfathers and Godmothers did 
promise for you that you should keep Gop's commandments; 
tell me how many there be ? 

A. Ten. 

C. Which be they? 

A. The same which God spake in the twentieth chapter 
of Exodus, saying, I am the Logp thy Gop, who brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, and out of the houſe of 
bondage. 

I. Thou shalt have none other gods but Mx. 

. What doth the first commandment prohibit? 

A. It forbids the acknowledgement of any god except 
the LoRD Jtnovan; and enjoins that we do not place that 
affection and dependance upon the creature which is due to 
the CREATOR alone. 

O. Repeat the second commandment. 

A. Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, 
nor the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in 
the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. Thou 
shalt not bow down to them, nor worship them; for I the 
Lokp thy Gop am a jealous Gop, and visit the sins of the 
fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate me; and shew mercy unto thousands 
in them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

O. What is forbidden by this commandment ? 

A. It forbids us to worship the true God in a false man- 
ner; and requires that we do not make idols of our enjoy- 
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ments, by l our hagninees and peace from them, while 
we are unmindful of the LoRD. Whatever has a tendency 
to withdraw our affection from Gop, becomes an idol, and as 
such, must be avoided. 

. What is the third commandment ? 

A. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy Gop 
in vain; for the LoRD will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain. 

. What is hereby forbidden? 

A. Not merely all prophane cursing and swearing; but 
like wise all irreverend and unnecessary mention of that great 
and glorious name, the LoRD our Gop. 

. Rehearse the fourth commandment. 

A. Remember that thou keep holy the sabbath day. Six 
days shalt thou Tabour, and do all that thou hast to do; but 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy Gop. In it 
thou shalt do no manner of work, thou and thy son, and thy 
daughter, thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, thy cattle, 
and the stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the 
LokrD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day; wherefore the LorD blessed the 
Seventh day, and hallowed it. 

. What doth this commandment require? 

A. It requires that we duly observe the sabbath day, by 
devoting it in an especial manner to the service of Gop, as 
well in our own houses, as in his holy temple. It particu- 
larly forbids all attention to worldly business, aud indulgence 
in carnal recreations. 

©. What is the fifth commandment ? 

A. Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land which the LORD thy Gop giveth 
thee. 4 

©, What is included in this precept? 

A. It requires that we pay unto our earthly parents that 
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tribute of affectionate obedience which is their due ; that we 
are respectful and attentive to our instructors, and that we 
render unto Czsar the things which are Cæsar's, and unto 
God the things which be God's.” 

2. Repeat the sixth commandment. 

A. Thou shalt do no murder. 

O. What is here prohibited? 

A. This precept not only forbids us to embrue our 
hands in the blood of a fellow creature, but like wise forbids 
the dispositions of malice, hatred, and revenge, which are the 
seeds of murder ; it prohibits the exercise of cruelty to the 
brute creation, and may be understood as an injunction not to 
murder our time by abuse and neglect ; nor our souls by the 
works of sin and disobedience. 

D. Recite the seventh commandment. x 

A. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

©, What is the design of this commandment ? 

A. It was intended to restrain all uncleanness in our 
conduct and conversation, and to prevent the indulgence of 
impure thoughts. Our. blessed Lox D saith, Whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after her, hate already committed 
adultery with her in his heart,” 

O. What is the eighth commandment ? 

A. Thou shalt not steal. 

C. What doth this precept include? 

A. It requires that we know and respect the property of 
our neighbour ; that we do not attempt to deprive him of it, 
either by open violence, or secret fraud. 

. What is the ninth commandment? 

A. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bour. 

©. What is here forbidden? 

A. This commandment enjoins that we do not injure 
our neighbour by a false testimony, nor take away his cha- 
racter by the propagation of scandal, 
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2. Repeat the tenth commandment ? 

A. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou chalt 
not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his servant, nor his maid, 
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is his, 

©. What is here enjoined ? 

A. This commandment requires us to restrain every 
sentiment of covetousness, and not to suffer our eyes, or 
our heart to wander after the property of another, but to 
be content with such things as we have. 

9. What is the extent of this holy law ? 

A. It is designed to regulate our thoughts, words and 
deeds, and it requires a perfect unsinning obedience. 

2. What is the design thereof? 

A. It serves as a schoolmaster to bring the sinner to 
CHRIsT, and as a rule of life it teacheth every true be- 
liever to glorify Gop by the fruits of obedience. 

©. What is the consequence of disobedience to the 
law of Gop. 

A. The curse of Gop will fall upon those who disobey. 
For it is written, „Cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the law to do 


them. 
©. What is the result of obedience to this law ? 


A. It will be admitted as an evidence, that our love to 
the blessed IE Ss, and our faith in him, were not merely 
professional, but real and active, And though our obedi- 
ence cannot claim a reward of merit, yet we are assured 
that it shall receive an abundant recompense of grace, 

O. What dost thou chiefly learn by these command- 
ments ? 

A. I learn two things; my duty towards God, and my 
duty towards my neighbour. 

2. What is thy duty towards Gop ? 

A, My duty towards God. is to believe in him, to fear 
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him, and to love him with all my heart, with all my mind, 
with all my soul, and with all my strength; to worship 
him, to give him thanks, to put my whole trust in him, to 
call upon him, to honor his holy name and his word, and 
to serve him truly all the days of my life. 

©. What is thy duty towards thy neighbour ? 

A. My duty towards my neighbour, is to love him as 
myself, and to do to all men as I would they should do unto 
me. To love, honour, and succour my father and mother. 
To honour and obey the King, and all that are put in 
authority under him. To submit myself to all my gover- 
nors, teachers, spiritual pastors, and masters. To order 
myself lowly and reverently to all my betters. To hurt 
nobody by word or deed. To be true and just in all my 
dealings. To bear no malice or hatred in my heart. To 
keep my hands from picking and stealing, and my tongue 
from evil speaking, lying, and slandering. To keep my 
body in temperance, soberness, and chastity. Not to covet 
nor desire other men's goods ; but to learn and labour truly 
to get mine own living, and to do my duty in that state of 
life, unto which it shall please Gop to call me. 
| Cate. My good child, know this, that thou art not able 
to do these things of thyself, nor to walk in the command- 
ments of Gop, and to serve him, without his special grace; 
which thou must learn at all times to call for by diligent 
prayer. Let me hear therefore if thou canst say the 
Lord's prayer. 

A. OUR Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil Amen, 

9. What right have you to call Gop, your Father? 
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A. Because he created, and supports me. But most 
particularly because he is my reconciled Gop and FA- 
THER, through our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

©. What do you mean, when you say Hallowed be 
thy name ? | | 

A. It is the same as if I should say, for ever blessed, 
praised and exalted be thy great and glorious name, O Lok p 
GOD ALMIGHTY. 

O. What do you pray for in those words, Thy king- 
dom come ? 

A. I pray that the Loxp's kingdom of grace may by 
his divine power be established in my heart, and in the 
hearts of all men; andif it be his blessed will, that the 
kingdom of glory may be hastened. 

©. What do you pray for in those words, Thy will 
be done on carth as it 1s in heaven ? 

A. I pray that the will of Gop may be performed by 
his sinful creatures here on earth, with the same readiness 
and alacrity that it is by the holy angels, and glorified saints 
in heaven. 

©. What do you intend when you say, Give us this 
day our daily bread ? 

A. I pray that Gop would graciously be pleased to 
feed me with food convenient for me, and to nourish my 
soul with his heavenly grace unto eternal life. 

O: What do you intend by that petition, Forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us? 

A. I pray that Gop would for the sake of Jesus 
CHrIsrT pardon all my transgressions ; and from a sense 
of his forgiving love enable me freely to forgive all tliose 
who have offended me. 

© What do you pray for when you say, Lead us not 
into temptation ? 

A. I pray that Gop would not suffer me to be tempted 
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above what I am able, but with the temptation also, make 
a way to escape, that I may be able to bear it. 

©. What do you intend by that petition, Deliver us 
from evil? 

A. I pray that Gop would preserve me from an evil 
world; from that evil spirit who goeth about as a roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour, and from the delusions 
of my own deceitful, and desperately wicked heart. 

©. What is intended by the word, Amen ? 

A. It expresseth our earnest desire, that the LorD 
may perform our petitions, and our hope that our prayer 
will be heard. 

©. What desirest thou of Gop in this prayer? 

A. I desire my LoxD Cop our heavenly FATHER, 
who is the giver of all goodness, to send his grace unto me, 
and to all people, that we may worship him, serve him, 
and obey him as we ought to do. And I pray unto Gop 
that he will send us all things that be needful both for our 
souls and bodies; and that he will be merciful unto us, and 
forgive us our sins; and that it will please him to save and 
defend us in all dangers ghostly and bodily ; and that he 
will keep us from all sin and wickedness, and from our 
ghostly enemy, and from everlasting death. And this I 
trust he will do of his mercy and goodness, through our 
LoxD Jesus CHRIST; and therefore I a Amen ! Sq 
be it! 

2. Whom do you speak of as your ghostly enemy? 

A. Satan. 

©. Why do you give him this appellation ? 

A. Because he is constantly endeavouring to destroy 
my soul. He goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour. 

2. How many sacraments hath CHRIST ordained in 
his church ? 
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A. Two only, as generally necessary to salvation; that 
is to say, baptism, and the supper of the LoRp. 

O. What meanest thou by this word Sacrament ? 

A. I mean an outward and visible sign of an inward 
and spiritual grace, given unto us, ordained by CHRIST 
himself as a means whereby we receive the same, and a 
pledge to assure us thereof. 

2. How many parts are there in a Sacrament ? 

A. Two; the outward and visible sign, and the inward 
Spiritual grace. 

©. What is the outward visible sign, or form in 
baptism ? 

A. Water ; wherein the person is baptized in the name 
of the FATHER, and of the Son, and of the HoLy GHOST. 

©. What is the inward and spiritual grace? 

A. A death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteous- 
ness ; for being by nature born in sin, and the children of 
wrath, we are hereby made the children of grace. | 

©. What is required of persons to be baptized ? 

A. Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and faith 
whereby they steadfastly believe the promises of Gop made 
to them in that sacrament. 

©. How are repentance and faith to be obtained? 

A. By diligent prayer unto AL MIGHTY God, from 
whom alone cometh every good and perfect gift. 

O. Why then are infants baptized, when by reason of 
their tender age they cannot perform them? | 

A. Because they promise them both by their sureties, 
which promise, when they come to age, themselves are 
bound to perform. 

©. Who are the sureties? 

A. The godfathers, and godmothers. 

Q. Do they engage that the child they represent, shall 
have repentance and faith ? 
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A. No; They only engage that the child shall be 
virtuously brought up, to lead a godly and a christian life“ 

O. You say that the child when he comes of age, is 
bound to fulfil these engagements. What is your meaning ? 

A. That it is the duty of every such person, by earnest 
prayer to request that Gop would give him grace to repent, 
and believe unto the salvation of his soul. 

© Why was the sacrament of the Lokp's supper 
ordained ? 

A. For the continual remembrance of the sacrifice of 
the death of CHRIS, and of the benefits which we receive 
thereby. 

2. What is the outward part, or sign of the Lord's 
supper? 

A. Bread and wine, which the Loxp hath canada 
to be received. 

O. What is the inward part, or thing signified ? 

A. The body and blood of CHRIST, which are verily, 
and indeed taken and received by the faithful in the 
LoxD's supper. 

©. In what manner are the body and blood of CHRIST 
received by the faithful in this holy sacrament. 

A. They ate received after an heavenly, and spiritual 
manner. The mean whereby they are received is faith. 

©. What are the benefits whereof we are partakers 
thereby ? 

A. The strengthening and refreshing of our souls by 
the body and blood of CHRIST, as our bodies are by the 
bread and wine. 

©. What is required of them who come to the Lok p's 
supper? 

A. To examine themselves, whether they repent them 
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truly of their former sins, steadfastly purposing to lead a 
new life; have a lively faith in Gop's mercy, through 
CHRIsT, with a thankful remembrance of his death, and 
be in charity with all men. 

Merely to have learned, or speculatively to understand 
this form of sounds words, will not avail to the salvation of 
the soul. It is said, „ with the heart, man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.”” Those therefore with whom our youth are en- 
trusted, should not be content to have so instructed them. 
It is their duty to seek by prayer for the blessing of Gop, 
without which all their instructions will produce no good 
effect. They ought likewise to bring up their pupils in the 
practice of daily prayer, to enforce as much as possible the 
necessity of experimental and practical godliness. Were 
these things more regarded, parents and instructors would 
not so often have the heart ache, from the profligacy of 
youth; nor would our youth be ruined in character, consti- 
tution and property through the criminal indulgence of 
parents, and the equally condemnable neglect of self ap- 
pointed teachers. The LoxDd raise up faithful shepherds to 
nouris): the lambs of his flock with the wholsome words of 
sound doctrine; and may he abundantly bless their exer- 
tions to the glory of his Name, and the salvation of those 
entrusted to their care | 
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